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S ometimes life’s essentials go unnoticed. Oxygen. 
Water. Coffee. SOOP’s local coordinators fall into 
the same category. They can never get enough 

credit for what they do, and we are so grateful for their 
work! So, here’s a shout out to the people that make 
SOOP happen at the local level. We asked some local 
coordinators to tell us more about how SOOP fits into 
their ministry and community

What is your organizational mission? How do 
SOOP participants fit in? 

“Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center is a place to 
begin a relationship with Jesus Christ and to grow 
in him. Young and old alike come to experience a 
quiet place of fellowship, growth and renewal. SOOP 
volunteers help us host church groups from across the 
denominational spectrum by doing light maintenance, 
office work, and assisting in the kitchen.”  

—Williamsburg Christian Retreat Center in Virginia 

“Camp Deerpark is a ministry of the New York City 
Mennonite churches—a community of Christ where 

children, youth and families from all cultures are 
welcome to fellowship together in the serenity of God’s 
creation. SOOP volunteers help us provide quality  
hospitality to a very diverse community of children, 
youth and families.”  

—Camp Deerpark, Westbrookville, N.Y. 

“Mashulaville Dormitory is a crisis housing, after-
school child care, hospitality house, spiritual respite, 
and education center. SOOPers are crucial to our staff-
ing and maintenance needs. We work in Native and 
African American communities of rural Mississippi.”  

—Mashulaville Mennonite Dormitory, Mashulaville, Miss. 

How has your organization or community  
benefited from the SOOP program? 

“SOOP volunteers in the past have helped Berea’s farm 
operations with building and maintaining buildings, 
fences, and farm equipment. Berea has also received 
the benefit of gifted farmers and lay farm apprentices 
to help with every aspect of the farm operations. SOOP 
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volunteers also have really blessed Berea Mennonite 
Church with their gifts of music leadership and  
worship participation.”

—Oakleaf Farms, Berea Mennonite Church, Atlanta, Ga. 

“SOOPers’ … life experiences and insights are respected 
gifts among us. They are eager to get involved, learn the 
names of year-round residents, and help in whatever 
projects present themselves. Outside the church com-
munity, they bear witness to the needs of the city’s poor, 
homeless, foodless, and other underserved populations.”  

—Shalom Mennonite Church, Tucson, Ariz.

“We are able to dramatically improve our facility  
appearance and condition each winter with the help 
of our dedicated volunteers.”  

—Lakewood Retreat, Brooksville, Fla.

“SOOP volunteers enrich our activities, allow our 
regular staff to accomplish often neglected work, and 
delight our residents with their presence.”  

—Casa del Sol, La Junta, Colo.

The SOOP participants “serve the city’s soup kitchen, 
food pantry, nursing homes; serve handicapped citizens 
at CARC Farm; repair low-income homes; serve with 
transitional housing and Habitat for Humanity; and 
support the church in various ways.”  

—Carlsbad Mennonite Church, Carlsbad, N.M. 

What is the best thing about serving with SOOP 
at your location? 

“Serving at Camp Deerpark is like a trip around the 
world. One weekend, you might be serving folks 
from Latin America, and the next, folks from Africa. 
Camp is a humble facility that seeks to serve the urban 
church with a five-star attitude.”  

—Camp Deerpark, N.Y. 

“SOOP volunteers join a thriving community that 
provides support, companionship, and tasks appro-
priate to each one’s gifts, talents and stamina.”  

—Camp Ithiel, Gotha, Fla. 

As bright red and orange leaves fall, cooler 
weather whispers signs of the coming win-
ter. In this transition, memories of gardening 

in the sunshine turn into a figment of imagination. 
One can either lament the stillness of winter, or give 
thanks for summer’s growth.  

It is in this transition between seasons that we give 
thanks for the SOOP participants who have served 
this summer, and for new SOOP administrators who 
have accepted leadership. We also grieve the loss of 
Carolyn Nance, the Canada SOOP director, who 
served so many participants in her role.   

Remembering Carolyn 
Nance

Known for her kind and 
fun-loving spirit, Carolyn 
Nance, long-time Canada 
SOOP director, passed 
away May 28, 2013, 
of pancreatic cancer. 
Carolyn was the SOOP 
coordinator for Mennonite Central Committee 
Canada for 12 years. She and her husband, Brad, also 
served as MCC service workers in the United States 
for nearly four years. Just last year, Carolyn was rec-
ognized for her long service with MCC and received a 
gift to commemorate her 15 years.

Carolyn is survived by her husband, Brad, and 
children, Lindsay and Allison. A life celebration was 
held June 3, 2013, at Trinity Church in Winnipeg, 
followed by a reception at St. Norbert Arts Centre.

Especially meaningful to Carolyn were words 
from Henri Nouwen: “Hope and faith will both come 
to an end when we die. But love will remain. Love is 
eternal. Love comes from God and returns to God. 
When we die, we will lose everything that life gave us 
except love. The love with which we lived our lives is 
the life of God within us. It is the divine, indestruc-
tible core of our being.” 
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SOOP puzzle: Widening the circle

Solve the word search and write the secret message in the 
blank spaces using the non-used letters in an order left to 
right, top to bottom.   

E-mail the secret message to rothhomestead@verizon.net. Or 
clip or photocopy this page and submit the solution to Jay Roth, 
23 Homestead Drive, Lancaster, PA 17602, by January 15, 
2014. All correct submissions will be entered into a drawing to 
win one of three prizes. Winners will be announced in the next 
edition of the SOOP Newsletter. Winners of the spring 2013 
drawing were Esther Friesen, Harleysville, Pa.; Jerry Unruh, 
Hesston, Kan.; and Dolores Graber, Nappanee, Ind.
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Welcome!

New program assistant 
for SOOP at Mennonite 
Mission Network, Jolene 
VonGunten, joins the 
SOOP team after serving 
her family as a domestic 
manager and stay-at-home 
parent for nine years. 
Prior to SOOP, Jolene 
worked for the Center 
for Community Justice in Elkhart, Ind., beginning 
in 1996 as a caseworker for the Victim Offender 
Reconciliation Program (VORP). She continued 
her connection with the Center during her stay-at-
home years, first as a VORP volunteer mediator and 
later as a member of the board of directors, where 
she served as secretary. Jolene attends Walnut Hill 
Mennonite Church in Goshen, Ind., where she plays 
piano and volunteers as church secretary and admin-
istrative elder. 

New SOOP Coordinator 
at MCC Canada, Natasha 
Tuininga, was born and 
raised in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. She attended 
Columbia Bible College 
in British Columbia in 
2006, and later returned 
to Canadian Mennonite 
University in Manitoba 
and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
International Development. In 2012, Natasha and 
her husband Jeffery lived in Kampala, Uganda, where 
they worked with a small NGO that worked toward 
sustainable income projects for women and children. 
Recently, Natasha and Jeffery purchased a house close 
to downtown and attend church at the Meeting Place.   

Thank you for supporting SOOP! We ask you to keep 
us in your prayers during this time of transition. 
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Find us 
online

Look for 
SOOP on  
Facebook

SOOP.MCC.org
 and MennoniteMission.net/Serve

MCC Canada
Natasha Tuininga, coordinator
134 Plaza Dr
Winnipeg MB R3T 5K9
CANADA
204-261-6381
SOOP@MennoniteCC.ca

Mennonite Mission Network
Arloa Bontrager, director
Jolene VonGunten, assistant
PO Box 370
Elkhart IN 46515-0370
574-523-3058
1-866-866-2872, ext. 23058 (toll-free)
SOOP@MennoniteMission.net


