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Finding a broken gas line or a leaky roof can be 
the beginning of a bad day. But having to fix it 
on a limited income can turn it into a crisis. 

Community Home Repair Projects of Arizona 
(CHRPA), located in Tucson, tries to fix those prob-
lems without cost to the homeowners. The organi-
zation was started by Mennonites in 1982 to make 
repairs affordable, and partners with volunteers across 
the country, including SOOP and Mennonite Voluntary 
Service participants.

SOOP participants, Norm and Phyllis Lind, came 
from Salem, Ore., to serve in Tucson for six weeks in 
February 2014. “When we see a need … it’s hard not 
to get involved,” said Norm, who is a retired radiolo-
gist and who volunteers his time with CHRPA. 

In Tucson, SOOP and MVS participants work 
together with people of all ages. Each morning, SOOP 
and MVS participants, along with community vol-
unteers, gather at the CHRPA office to receive their 
daily assignment. “We don’t know where we’re going 
until that morning,” Lind said. Then, like an army of 
ants, the volunteers scatter to repair roofs, floors, or 
bathrooms. 

One day, Walter Good, a SOOP participant who 
calls himself “one of the Good boys,” walked into the 
morning meeting and introduced himself to the other 
volunteers. Good recognized Jonathan Harnish, an 
MVS participant, as the grandson of Good’s friend, 
Robert Harnish. Their life-long friendship began when 
Good and Harnish served in MVS together years ago.

When Jonathan Harnish started to serve with 
CHRPA, he had little experience with home repair. 
But Harnish learned quickly, thanks in part to SOOP 
participants who wanted to share their skills. Between 

building wheelchair ramps and stairs, he learned more 
than construction skills. “Some of the older CHRPA 
volunteers have also become friends and mentors of 
mine who have walked beside me during some chal-
lenging times. They … provided guidance and wisdom 
from their life experiences,” he said. 

In addition to organizations like CHRPA, SOOP 
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From crisis to comfort

SOOPer Norman Lind works on housing rehab with CHRPA in Tucson, Ariz.



participants have a wide variety of volunteer opportu-
nities where they can share their wisdom. Phyllis Lind 
volunteers at The Adaptation Center in Tucson where 
she collaborates with others, mostly all volunteers, to 
design custom furniture for people with disabilities. 
Sometimes, this means designing and building a chair 
to help a child with cerebral palsy to sit up straight, 
or a weighted blanket to calm down anxious children 
dealing with autism. 

Lind made a fabric marble maze for people who 
are mentally and physically disabled. Lind sewed 
together two squares of cloth, trapping a marble 
inside. Then, sewing lines that wove around the 
square cloth, Lind created a maze for the marble to 
be pushed through. 

“This was a rewarding experience, and I believe 
I made a small difference in the lives of those with 
special needs,” said Phyllis.

Norm and Phyllis Lind are grateful that their 
health has allowed them to volunteer with SOOP 
in six different locations, and they look forward to 
many more SOOP experiences in the future. 
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Left: SOOPer Phyllis 
Lind makes marble 
mazes out of cloth 
(above) for  
children to practice 
fine moter skills at the 
Adaptation Center in 
Tucson, Ariz.

SOOP volunteers—October 2013 through March 2014
Jim and Annette 
Martens, Steinbach, 
Man., served in Tucson, 
Ariz.
Madelaine Friesen, 
Martensville, SK., served 
in Glendale, Ariz.
Garnet and Maureen 
Johnson, Saskatoon, SK., 
served in Glendale, Ariz.

Connie and Ron 
Loeppky, Winnipeg, 
Man., Served in 
Petitcodiac, N.B.
Dennis and Sue 
Driedger, Winnipeg, 
Man., served in 
Brooksville, Fla.
Mary Ann Schlegel, 
Kemble, Ont., served in 

Petitcodiac, N.B. and 
Glendale, Ariz.
Arlene Hoke, New 
Hamburg, Ont., served in 
Petitcodiac, N.B.
Alfred Driedger, 
Leamington, Ont., served 
in Lowville, N.Y. and 
Atlanta Ga.

Bill and Florence 
Thiessen, Randolph, 
Man., served in Glendale, 
Ariz.
Walter and Donna  
Klassen, Winnipeg, 
Man., served in El 
Dorado, Ark.

Waldimar and Elinor 
Neufeld, Abbotsford 
B.C., served in Akron, PA
Harry and Susan 
Wiebe, Swift Currant, 
Sask., served in Tucson, 
Ariz.
Shirley Peters, Rabbit 
Lake, Sask., served in 
Elkhart, Ind.

Dan and Erica Block, 
Winnipeg, Man., served 
in Kykotsmovi, Ariz. 
Bruno and Rha 
Friesen, Calgary, Alt., 
served in Glendale, Ariz.
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SOOP puzzle: Crisis to comfort

Solve the word search and write the secret message in the 
blank spaces using the non-used letters in an order left to 
right, top to bottom.   

E-mail the secret message to rothhomestead@verizon.net. Or 
clip or photocopy this page and submit the solution to Jay Roth, 
23 Homestead Drive, Lancaster, PA 17602 by June 15, 2014. All 
correct submissions will be entered into a drawing to win one of 
three prizes. Winners will be announced in the next edition of 
the SOOP Newsletter. Winners of the Fall 2013 drawing were 
Roland Reimer, Wichita, Kan., Barbara Reed, Lititz, Pa., and 
Fran Havinga, Vancouver, B.C. 
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•	MCC	SWAP	in	Eolia,	Ky., needs job site coordinators for their summer season, 
which runs May 28–August 15. A basic knowledge of carpentry or “handiness” 
is required, but the positions are supervisory in nature—no labor or heavy lifting. 
Training is provided. 

•	The	Mennonite	Service	Center	in	Mashulaville,	Miss., sponsors a breakfast 
and lunch program June 9–July 25 under the USDA Summer Food Program at 
several sites in the county. The 150 participating children are provided with day-
camp activities, including daily worship, crafts, career development, sports, and 
playground supervision. A cook’s helper and an activity director/worker are needed. 

•	Woodcrest	Retreat	in	Pennsylvania	needs a campground host couple for 
6–14 weeks this summer (June–September). Variety of duties include cleaning, 
light maintenance, office help, camp store, staffing the waterslide, etc. Bring your 
RV, or inquire about alternate housing. 

SUMMER	
HELP	
NEEDED!

For more information about these opportunities, contact Arloa Bontrager at Mennonite Mission Network:,  
1-866-866-2872	ext.,	23058	or	ArloaB@MennoniteMission.net.
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Find us 
online

Look for 
SOOP on  
Facebook

SOOP.MCC.org
	 and	MennoniteMission.net/Serve

MCC Canada
Natasha Tuininga, coordinator
134 Plaza Dr
Winnipeg MB R3T 5K9
CANADA
204-261-6381
SooP@MennoniteCC.ca

Mennonite Mission Network
Arloa Bontrager, director
Jolene VonGunten, assistant
Po Box 370
Elkhart IN 46515-0370
574-523-3058 (local, direct)
1-866-866-2872, ext. 23058 (toll-free, direct)
SooP@MennoniteMission.net


