
Let’s Celebrate! Park – Picnic – Play – It’s World Refugee Day! 
Join communities across Ontario during the weekend of June 3-5, as we launch a month of 
World Refugee Day (WRD) celebrations! Plan a picnic party, invite newcomers in your 
community, and celebrate the incredible people that make Canada a place we all belong to. By 
no means do we want to celebrate the horrendous situations around the world that cause 
refugees to flee the security of their own homes. Instead we are celebrating the community that 
has welcomed refugees here and the wonderful contribution they make to Canada. 

History of WRD
World Refugee Day was officially 
recognized as a celebration by the United 
Nations in 2000, and was first celebrated 
on June 20, 2001. Prior to that, many 
regions had celebrated their own versions 
of refugee day, the largest being African 
Refugee Day. The date for World Refugee 
Day was chosen to align with the day that 
African Refugee Day is celebrated. The 
day is intended to “commemorate the 
strength, courage, and resilience of 
millions of refugees.” More than 100 
countries participate in celebrating World 
Refugee Day each year. 

While the actual WRD is on June 
20, communities come together 
throughout the month of June in 
recognition and celebration of the 
incredible people we now call 
neighbours and friends.

Refugee Facts 
Millions of families have fled their homes 
to escape war or human rights abuses. 
Millions of mothers, fathers, sisters, 
brothers – who are also students, 
musicians, cooks, and so much more. 
Refugees are ordinary people, living 
through extraordinary times. Please 
support us introducing these remarkable 
individuals to others. – UNHCR

Canada has 5 refugees per 1,000 people, 
and ranks 33rd globally for refugees per 
capita.
 
While there is still much work to be done, 
Canada is leading the way internationally. 
It is the only country in the world that 
offers a private sponsorship of refugees 
program! Thank you for being one of our 
over 220 constituent groups who have 
committed and contributed to making 
Canada a place we all belong to!

WRD Picnic Park Day Ideas

June 3, 4 or 5
Launching

These are some suggestions to 
help guide and support the 
planning of your event. Make it 
your own, and most importantly, 
HAVE FUN! *Take note of the 
challenge we have issued below 
to all of our groups!

 
Pick your date: 
June 3, 4 or 5th!
 
Book a spot 
at your favourite park!2
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PARK SELFIE Challenge 
1. Bring together as many people in your community as possible and take a group selfie 
    (photo and/or video acceptable). 
2. Post your photo or video using the hashtag - #MCCPARKSELFIE 
3. The group with the most people gathered will be featured on our website!

Helpful tips on group sel�es:
    Nominate a director (or be one yourself)        Find your light…But not the phone flash, if possible       Be clear about when the  
    picture will be taken       Take a few options (and art direct them as best you can)       Don’t be afraid to be silly!

 
Pick your date: 
June 3, 4 or 5th!
 
Book a spot 
at your favourite park!

Invite friends, neighbours, newcomers, 
settlement workers, and local dignitaries
Inviting local dignitaries:
Send a letter that includes the following:

1. The date and time of the event (and whether these are flexible) 
2. Name, telephone, fax and email for contact person from your  
    group or organization 
3. Background information on the event and the organizers
4. The venue 
5. The number of people expected to participate
6. The role you would like the Mayor to play (e.g. speech, award 
    presentation, attendance only, etc.)

All invitations are reviewed by scheduling assistants, who will contact you if 
further information is needed. If you are also interested in obtaining a 
'message from the mayor' and/or a letter of greeting for your event program, 
submit your request in writing four weeks in advance of your print deadline.
 
Promote! 
1. Visit refugeeday.org to �nd free downloadable posters, 
    banners, and social media covers 
2. Create a Facebook event 
3. Put up posters around your community and invite people 
    personally
 
Food – Potluck Style 
Provide the meat, drinks, and �xin's. Ask invitees to bring 
Dessert (if last name A-L) or Salad (M-Z), lawn chairs and 
an appetite.
 
Activities
Face painting, sports games, “getting to know you” themed 
games, music & dancing
 
Take Pictures! 
We would love to see and share pictures of your park day 
event! Remember to only share pictures with the consent of 
those displayed.
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