
 

On the Journey 
                
       “It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple 
       at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.”   ~ Doreen 

Coming up: 

 

IVEP Mid-Year  

Conference: 

February 12—19 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Traveling together 
 

The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner 

agencies and IVEPers in Canada, creating space for the cross pollination of ideas and a 

greater sense of community. 

 

 
Staff insights: The Summer of eternal orientations 
 
With the arrival of a newly automated Canadian work permit application system we were 

hopeful that this would be the year that work permits and visas were issued in a timely man-

ner allowing all of our participants to attend the same ori-

entation. As the summer flowers stopped and leaves start-

ed falling off the trees that hope has faded. Shortly after 

the IVEPers submitted their online applications, Canadian 

government workers in the visa processing units in consu-

lates, high commissions and embassies abroad went on 

strike. This work stoppage has had a large effect on our 

program and has meant that our Canadian bound IVEPers 

have arrived in small batches as we’ve tried to accommo-

date their staggered ability to travel. 

I want to thank all of you — Hosts, Partner Agencies and 

Participants. Together you’ve demonstrated a patience and 

understanding of the challenges we’ve faced. There is an understanding that some things are 

beyond our control and that sometimes all we can do is wait.  

As we’ve oriented smaller groups of participants I’ve enjoyed getting to hear more of the 

stories that define each of our participants. Unique strengths, experiences and points of view 

will blend together into the larger story of what our program is all about.  It comes down to 

the very basic belief that the more time we spend getting to know “the others” in this world 

the stronger the whole becomes. 

   Blessings on the journey, 

     Kathryn Deckert, IVEP Canada Coordinator  
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Participant Insights: Jiwon Park from Korea 

I dramatically arrived in Canada. I very much appreciate being here on time. My coor-

dinator and supervisor, host family are so nice and considerate. I was often able to 

communicate with them and adjust soon.   

Montreal is a very exotic, artistic, and diverse city. It’s like a European city. There are 

also a lot of building walls covered by graffiti. We can see Portuguese patisserie, Italian 

restaurant, African store in the same 

block of the street. I can hear not only 

English and French, but also the Portu-

guese in the street in my area.  

I live in student residence. The residents 

are very kind. We have a house meal 

once a week and study together in the 

main kitchen. We also often hang out 

together going to the market, gym, con-

cert, celebrating party, etc. I don’t feel 

lonely although I don't live with a host 

family.  

I work as a coordinator assistant of language class at reception. I was very impressed 

that these language courses are run by a lot of volunteer teachers. There are so many 

people who are willing to give their time and effort in Montreal. It was very hard to 

speak both English and French, especially answering the phone, but it’s getting better 

now. I think the solution to the problem is to just face to the problem, not to avoid 

it. Time is a good solution, too. It’s necessary to be patient.  

One day, a French woman who has moved to Montreal came to the level test. She had 

trouble with English, finally she cried. She was depressed because of the difficulty of 

finding a job in Montreal. I sympathized with her situation and thought of how diffi-

cult it is to live as an immigrant.  I really appreciate that I’m working with nice people 

who understand and help me. This year will be a good opportunity to encounter and 

overcome my shortcomings. I can also develop treating skills relating with other peo-

ple.   

Life in Montreal is an adventure for me, adjusting and learning new things. What I can 

do is just rely on God every day. I’m spending a thankful time under God’s protection. 

Jiwon Park, South Korea — Maison de l’amitié, Montreal, Quebec 

Host Insights: “God has been preparing us” 

“We are expecting an addition to our family” were the words we used to share with our 

family and church about the anticipated arrival of our new ‘son’, Atang Mantutle from 

Lesotho, southern Africa.  We had to adjust quickly to this change in our family as it 

was only a few weeks from the day we first heard about the opportunity until Atang 

arrived, but we can see how God has been preparing us, and Atang, for this experience 

for many years. 

Jiwon (left) hanging out with residence friends 



 

 

“We are learning that 

exchanging infor-

mation about his cul-

ture and ours is creat-

ing an ideal starting 

place for relationship 

building.” 

~ Rick Pauw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our  

IVEP Facebook page!  

 

facebook.com/IVEProgram 

 

Find us on the web at 

ivep.mcc.org 

It has been a steep learning curve as 
we have adjusted to each other and 
figured out how to live life together 
by communicating and staying flexi-
ble. Atang has enjoyed interacting 
with our young adult children and 
our kids have really connected with 
him as well. It has been fun to see 
them playing and laughing together 
as they build strong bonds — 
whether it is singing worship songs 
as we travel, swimming at the lake, 
washing dishes, one-on-one basket-
ball, playing ‘football’ on the Wii or 

baking cookies. We’ve learned that Atang has a caring heart, a marvelous sense of hu-
mour, and a craving for sweets.    

We look forward to additional discoveries and anticipate learning more about why God 

has placed us together in a family for this year. 

Tricia Reimer, Manitoba  

Partner Insights: A Welcome Companion  
We are very excited to welcome Walter Watmon as an 
active volunteer with Circles of Support and Accounta-
bility. In Circles we walk alongside men who have been 
incarcerated for committing sexual offences.  This rad-
ical form of hospitality has shown that providing com-
munity supports and accountability significantly reduc-
es the risk of the men re-offending. 

When asked by a core member, “Why did you choose 
to spend a whole year with us?” Walter said that after 
prayer and fasting he was led by God and given deter-
mination to explore this concept of Restorative Justice. 
He’s learning much about the stories of these men and 
how we can make a difference in their lives upon their 
release as we work toward greater community safety. 

We are learning that exchanging information about his 
culture and ours is creating an ideal starting place for 

relationship building. Walter’s keen interest in the lives of the men and what they’ve 
been through makes him a welcome companion and confidant. As we share personal 
stories we draw closer together and there’s always room for a new point of view. 

We have truly benefited by the IVEP program as we’ve had two very successful experi-
ences with international volunteers. The keen interest of the IVEPer and their willing-
ness to join us from the other side of the world inspires our respect, admiration and af-
fection. It takes a special kind of person to leave the familiarity of home behind and be 
willing to share their world and experiences with us as we participate in an enthusiastic 
interchange of ideals, values and love. 

Rick Pauw, Project Associate of Circles of Support and Accountability, Ontario 

Walter Watmon 

Atang (left) spending time with host family 

Walter Watmon (Uganda) 



 

Pray for . . .  
 

∗  IVEPers living 

out their desire to 

promote goodwill 

and better under-

standing this year 

 

∗  IVEP hosts and 

partners as they  

continue to be a  

welcoming commu-

nity for IVEPers 

 

∗  All the IVEP ap-

plicants who were 

denied visas and so 

were unable to par-

ticipate—that they 

will find new direc-

tion 

 

∗  Early plans for 

IVEP Mid-Year  

Conference 

 

 

 

 

The International  

Volunteer Exchange  

Program 

is a program of MCC. 

 

134 Plaza Drive 

Winnipeg, MB 

R3T 5K9 

(204) 261.6318 

IVEPers get to know each other for a day on Toronto Island.  

Oscar (Uganda) checking out St. James  

Cathedral 

Nelson (Colombia) hiking the Bruce Trail!  

Enjoying all Summer has to offer! Namakaya (Zambia) 

 

IVEPers  

in Action 

Ontario IVEPers 

Creating something  

 delicious! 


