
 

On the Journey 
      “It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple  

      at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.”   ~ Doreen Harms 

Coming up: 

 

IVEP Mid-Year  

Conference 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

 

Feb.12—19 conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Traveling together 
 

The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner 

agencies and IVEPers in Canada, creating space for the cross pollination of ideas and a 

greater sense of community. 

 

 
Staff insights: warm hospitality in Boissevain, 

Man. 
 

Just before Christmas, I loaded up a car with four 

IVEPers, and their weekend bags and headed for 

the warm hospitality of Boissevain, Man.— a 

small town near the U.S. border. My 95-year-old 

grandma and the families of three of my uncles live 

on nearby farms close to the land my grandfather 

farmed before he died. This tight knit community 

boasts both a Mennonite Brethern and Mennonite 

church along with some beautiful murals and a 

lively main street dotted with small shops, a co-op 

grocery store and a coffee shop.   

Visiting family in Boissevain is a tradition that I’ve 

always loved and bringing along the IVEPers to 

share this experience only made it richer. Feeding the cows, visiting over meals and checking 

out the local church made everyone feel welcomed and included. I was reminded again how 

the riches in our own lives sometimes only become visible when they are shared with others.  

Blessings on the journey, 

    Kathryn Deckert, IVEP Canada Coordinator  

Kathryn is currently on her way to Burkina Faso to be the interim MCC country representa-

tive for seven months. She has passed on her role as IVEP coordinator to Shalom Wiebe un-

til September 2015. 
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From left to right: Leda Garcia, Zhiling Liu, Fafa Louissaint, Jill Martens, Oscar Ochero  



 

Who’s Who? 

IVEP Canada  

National Coordinator 

ShalomWiebe 

@mennonitecc.ca 

 

IVEP Provincial  

Coordinators: 

 

Alberta 

TiffanyBarbosa 

@mccab.org 

 

British Columbia 

SophieTiessen-Eigbike 

@mennonitecc.ca  

 

Manitoba 

IonkaHristozova 

@mennonitecc.ca 

 

Ontario 

Sheryl Bruggeling 

Sherylb 

@mennonitecc.on.ca  

 

Saskatchewan 

KayteeEdwards 

@Mccs.org 

 

Quebec 

CaroleBergeron 

@mennonitecc.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The International Volun-

teer Exchange Program is 

a program of MCC 

 

134 Plaza Drive 

Winnipeg, MB 

R3T 5K9 

(204) 261.6318 

 

ivep@mcc.org 

 

Participant insights: Josué Coulibaly from 

Burkina Faso 

Greetings to everyone in the name of Jesus. I am so thankful to MCC and all of those 

who help the IVEP program. Sometime IVEPers come in the program on different dates 

because some of them have their visa late. I was among the four IVEPers to take part of 

the fourth orientation in Vancouver. In June I stopped my studies at the university in 

order to write a letter to the staff of the university and ask permission to travel. I waited 

until October to get my visa. During this time of waiting I was very confused because I 

didn’t know what to do. I was afraid I would be late for the program at the University 

if I didn’t get my visa. I realized that God can do what man can’t do and he can go 

where we can’t. So what I had to do was 

to pray to the Lord for the solution to 

my problem. Thanks to the Lord, I got 

my visa. Now I was afraid to get lost 

during the travel for it is my first time to 

travel to another continent. But I saw 

the presence of God at every step of the 

journey. I met some people during the 

travel who showed me what to do. And 

then, I was very touched when I saw my 

host family, MCC and Foothills Men-

nonite Church welcome me at Calgary 

airport in the snow.  

 During these few days I learned more 

about two important things. They are 

Love and Respect. At home and at my 

work places I can see that people have 

love and respect for each other. Since I 

came, I have never heard someone injur-

er another one. People respect very well 

children and listen to them. Even in the 

traffic the people in cars give the way to the walker and respect traffic lights. That is 

great. We can’t see it in every country. To stay in peace we have love and respect for 

everyone, even our enemies. Wherever we are we must be in peace with people and 

build peace around in our placement. Then we are doing the will of God. 

Josué Coulibaly from Burkina Faso — Ten Thousand Villages, Calgary, Alberta 

Host insights: we have grown closer together as 

a family 

We are a busy young family of four with two small children – Eden (6) and Harper (4). 

After spending time travelling abroad with our children, we realized that we wanted to 

be more intentional about sharing our lives with other people and offering hospitality 

to others. The IVEP program seemed a perfect fit to be able to get to know someone 

and have a transformative relationship where we can learn and grow from sharing in 

each other’s lives together. After over a year of anticipation, Walter arrived to join our 

family at the end of July.  

Josué Coulibaly (centre)  at Foothills Mennonite Church 



 

 

“Following Jesus 

means stepping out-

side that comfort 

zone and expanding 

our view of  the world 

and the many differ-

ent cultures and peo-

ple within it.” 

~ Reuben Van-

derkwaak 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our  

IVEP Facebook page!  

 

facebook.com/IVEProgram 

 

Find us on the web at 

ivep.mcc.org 

We have had a lot of fun 

with Walter including going 

on a couple multi-day bicy-

cle tours with several other 

families to canoeing in Al-

gonquin for several days. 

We have grown closer to-

gether as a family and as a 

community as we shared in 

Walter’s grief during the 

loss of his dear sister this 

fall.  

  

Like in every relationship: 

communication, empathy, acceptance and grace are cornerstones to fruitful and positive 

interaction where we feel welcomed, understood and loved. Sharing expectations has 

been key in avoiding miscommunication and increasing understanding. While there are 

cultural differences that have needed to be bridged, this has initiated many interesting 

conversations where we begin to understand and know each other on a deeper level. It is 

common in our North American culture to seek out persons that are similar to us where 

we can stand around and nod our heads in agreement on every issue. Following Jesus 

means stepping outside that comfort zone and expanding our view of the world and the 

many different cultures and people within it. It has been a wonderful experience for eve-

ryone in our family! 

Reuben and Heidi Vanderkwaak, Hamilton, Ontario are hosting Walter Watmon from 

Uganda 

Partner insights: “we all love Julio!”   

“I just love Julio,” says Velma as I hand her a picture of our IVEP volunteer, Julio Peña, 

from Honduras, admiring a quilt Velma made. Velma is a 90-year-old resident of Men-

no Home, a long term care facility in Abbotsford, B.C., where Julio is working as a 

Chaplain Assistant. There are three main as-

pects of Julio’s work. One is listening. Julio 

listens with respect and interest to our resi-

dents. As a result he hears some amazing sto-

ries, like when Velma was carried a mile from 

her home in an Oklahoma Tornado! A second 

aspect of Julio’s work is encouragement. Ted 

enjoys telling Julio what he has been reading 

in his Bible. With encouragement from Julio, 

Ted is now leading a study with a group of 

men on his unit. A third aspect of Julio’s work 

is service. Margaret enjoys using her computer 

but often runs into technical difficulty. She is 

grateful that Julio is willing to come to her 

assistance. Julio also helps with our walking 

program, accompanies residents on bus trips 

and sometimes leads devotions. Both residents 

and staff at Menno Home are grateful for the 

IVEP program and for Julio’s work at Menno 

Home.  Like Velma, we all love Julio!     

Ingrid Schultz, Chaplain at Menno Home, Abbotsford, B.C. 

  

Julio Peña and Ted reading at Menno Home 

Walter  Watmon (left)  with his host family  



Alumni insights: working for peace 

I lived in Calgary, Alberta, through IVEP from 2007-2008. After my work with both Ten 

Thousand Villages and the youth at Trinity Mennonite Church, I returned to Korea feeling 

more aware of the activity of the global Anabaptist church and was eager to be part of this 

work in my own country.  

The Anabaptist movement in Korea is still 

growing, and it’s an exciting time to partici-

pate in the life of the church here. After re-

turning home I became involved with the Ko-

rea Anabaptist Center (KAC). Started in as-

sociation with Mennonite Central Commit-

tee, KAC peace department works through 

various programs to advocate for peace, re-

storative justice, and reconciliation in Korea, 

as well as across Northeast Asia. I interned at 

KAC in the role of youth volunteer coordina-

tor. This was a natural fit for me because I 

felt energized by my time in Canada and also 

a strong personal connection to the Anabap-

tist faith and a passion for sharing the message of peace.  

As the work and mission of KAC grew and expanded, we became involved in promoting re-

storative justice and conflict resolution and founded Korea Peacebuilding Institute (KOPI), 

an NGO that is doing this type of training and mediating throughout Korea. I’m now work-

ing with KOPI to train others in restorative justice so that we can slowly see change in the 

Korean education and criminal justice system, government, and society. I’m also privileged to 

work with a team from across Northeast Asia to organize a yearly Peace Camp for youth 

from across the region, with the goal of facilitating dialogue about our regional and personal 

relationships, conflicts, and shared hope for peace. 

Yoon Seu Park from Korea, IVEP alumni 

IVEPers in action 

Pray for . . .  
 

  Shalom Wiebe, 

interim IVEP Canada 

coordinator, as she 

heads up the IVEP 

program in Canada 

for the next 17 

months  

  Kathryn Deckert 

as she takes responsi-

bility for MCC’s 

work in Burkina Fa-

so for the next many 

months.   

  Reunions at and 

preparations for 

IVEP Mid-Year Con-

ference in Ottawa in 

February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The International  

Volunteer Exchange  

Program 

is a program of MCC. 

 

134 Plaza Drive 

Winnipeg, MB 

R3T 5K9 

(204) 261.6318 

Yoon Seu (right) mediating a victim-offender meeting 

Namakaya Zambia, with her little  

snowman! 

British Columbia orientation: Sophie Tiessen-Eigbike, IVEP BC Coordi-

nator; XiaoHong, China; Kely, Boliva; Josue and Kinani, Burkina Faso. 


