
 

On the Journey 
      “It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple  

      at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.”   ~ Doreen Harms 

Coming up: 

IVEP Year-end  

Conference:  

 

July 26, travel to   

Kitchener, Ontario  

 

July 27—30, sessions 

 

July 31, all fly home  

 

 
Traveling together 
 

The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Cen-

tral Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner 

agencies and IVEPers in Canada, creating space for the cross pollination of ideas and a 

greater sense of community. 

 

 
Staff insights: this is a vision of heaven  
 

This year Alberta had the privilege of hosting the IVEP Mid-year conference. The group was 

able to spend the first two days of the conference at Camp Valaqua and the rest of the time 

in Calgary. The IVEPers were not only able 

to participate in sessions, but were also 

able to get to know each other better. The 

group had the opportunity to enjoy God’s 

creation on a trip to Banff National Park. 

They enjoyed the snow, built a snowman 

and even had a snow ball fight! 

The conference had a great impact on the 

families who hosted as they were able to 

get to know the participants and learn 

more about each of the countries where 

they come from. For the families, the high-

light of the week was the international pot-

luck as well as the worship festival, which 

was attended by many constituents. One 

person at the festival said, “this is a vision 

of heaven.”    

 

Iliana Friesen, Program Coordinator, Alberta 
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All of the IVEPers posing for a picture at Camp Valaqua in Alberta 



Who’s Who? 
IVEP Canada  
National Coordinator 
ShalomWiebe 

@mcccanada.ca 
 
IVEP Provincial  
Coordinators: 
 
Alberta 
IlianaFriesen 
@mccab.ca 
 
British Columbia 
SophieTiessen-Eigbike 
@mccbc.ca  
 
Manitoba 
IonkaHristozova 
@mccmb.ca 
 
Ontario 
Sheryl Bruggeling 
Sherylb 
@mcco.ca  
 
Saskatchewan 
KayteeEdwards 
@mccsk.ca 
 
Quebec 
Jean-CalvinKitata 
@mcccanada.ca 
 

 

 

 

The International Volun-

teer Exchange Program is 

a program of MCC 

 

134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB 
R3T 5K9 
(204) 261.6318 
 

mcccanada.ca/IVEP 

 

Participant insights: Enock Dor from Haiti 

I am Enock DOR from Haiti. I am serving in Quebec, Montreal, at L’Arche Montreal 

as an assistant. I take care of people with disabilities in their daily activities. I do enjoy 

my job and I am very happy to work here with the people here at L’Arche. This is a 

very good experience for me. I live with the L’Arche residents in a house as family and 

two days each week I am in a workshop with them. Living together is not always easy; 

the hardest thing is communication. It requires one to be patient, attentive, comprehen-

sive, and loving. Thanks to God for His help because I couldn’t handle it if He did not 

help me. And the wonderful thing is that I love what I am doing, and this helps me to 

share all my strength, my talents, and my love. Even though it can be difficult some-

times, it does not prevent me having a good time. We go out sometimes, we have fun, 

we dance; they really make me laugh, and they help me to discover my life more. 

 

This is a big part in my life to be living in Montreal. I like that place, it is multicultural. 

I have good housemates and the two other IVEPers are so nice to me. My supervisor is 

awesome and funny; he is a father to me. I really love my host family who are nice peo-

ple. My life is now changed, and I am encouraging myself while I am encouraging all 

the people who are willing to share love and peace to keep on doing it because our re-

ward will be delivered in continuing that work. 

Enock Dor from Haiti — L’Arche, Montreal, Quebec 

Host insights: empty nesting is not for us 

For the past 30 years our family routine has included almost daily conversations with 

our daughters about the assumptions that people make about us as a multi-racial fami-

ly, so when Nishita arrived at our home in Abbotsford we were still in our comfort 

zone. Our daughters are away at university so Nishita’s presence has kept the diversity 

conversations rich and real. I have been blessed as we chat about the experiences of rac-

ism faced in workplaces and sometimes in church too.  It’s a taboo conversation with 

outsiders but the stories need to find a voice and our kitchen table is a safe 

space. However, we know that assumptions really do go in all directions. I still laugh 

about one of Nishita’s first questions: “Did you cook that curry just for me? It smells 

 

 
 

Enock (front and center) is hanging out with his new friends at work 



 

 

“I find that we are 

growing in the light 

of  God’s love as we 

have approached this 

beautiful opportunity 

for a unique friend-

ship with reciprocal 

genuine curiosity that 

challenges many as-

sumptions except the 

assumption that 

God’s goodness and 

grace rests on us all” 

~ Nellie and Willis 

Taylor 

 

 
 
 

 

Visit our  

IVEP Facebook page!  

 

facebook.com/IVEProgram 

 

 

Find us on the web at 

mcccanada.ca/IVEP 

just like home.” Since then, Nishita has 

taught Willis a thing or two about Indi-

an cooking to enhance his skills as a 

gourmet foodie.   

 

The value Nishita places on family is 

refreshing and healing for me as I come 

from a large and complicated Old Colo-

ny  Mennonit e  fami ly .  E ven 

though Willis and I prefer for Nishita to 

consider us as mentors rather than par-

ents, she grounds us with her deeply 

rooted family orientation. Her loving 

and non-judgemental approach to our 

life together helps us all stay emotionally 

safe and balanced. I find that we are 

growing in the light of God’s love as we 

have approached this beautiful opportunity for a unique friendship 

with reciprocal genuine curiosity that challenges many assumptions except the assump-

tion that God’s goodness and grace rests on us all.  
 

Nellie and Willis Taylor, Abbotsford, British Columbia, host of Nishita Hill from India 

Partner insights: “Moltong has brightened and 

diversified our store” 

Moltong, having arrived in August from Chad, has brightened and diversified our Ten 

Thousand Villages store. He brings an international perspective that is greatly appreciat-

ed by both volunteers and customers. As a regular volunteer in our store Moltong con-

tributes greatly to quality of customer service and level of volunteer knowledge. As his 

understanding of Fair Trade increases, his stories and perspectives from Chad provide 

our store with new insights into the importance of our work. His willingness to help out, 

and his desire for knowledge 

and understanding has increas-

ingly provided us with space to 

increase his levels of responsi-

bilities in the store, taking sig-

nificant weight off of staff dur-

ing a very busy time. 

 

Additionally, Moltong has now 

joined our education and mar-

keting committees. With our 

education team, he will be go-

ing into the school system to 

talk about realities in other 

parts of the world and the im-

pact of Fair Trade. Coming 

from Chad his voice adds an element of sincerity and experience to discussions of pov-

erty and development.  

We look forward to having Moltong with us until July and his continued contributions 

of time, skill, laughter and stories to Ten Thousand Villages in Calgary. 
 

Niki Fehr, Ten Thousand Villages, Calgary, Alberta  

 

Nishita Hill cooking for her host family 

Moltong Josue Lagardy 

https://www.facebook.com/IVEProgram


IVEPers in action 

 

Pray for . . .  
 

  IVEPers in the 

second half of their 

year of service 

  Families and 

friends of IVEPers 

back home who may 

be missing them 

  Consular staff 

and politicians as 

they set priorities for 

visa process 

 Early plans for 

IVEP Year-end con-

ference 

 MCC staff in 

countries around the 

world as they help 

IVEPers who are pre-

paring to start this 

summer 
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Jennifer and Sandra both in their tradi-

tional dress from Paraguay 

Kathrin Friesen meets a jay 

Thokozani Gina on an outdoor excursion 

IVEPers enjoying the hot springs in Banff 

Peiso and Murray shooting the breeze over some farm talk 

Fildred from Zambia and a snowman made by the IVEPers 

Group photo after the International Worship Festival 


