
 

On the Journey 
      “It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple  

      at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.”   ~ Doreen Harms 

Coming up: 

IVEP Year-end Conference: 

July 10, travel to  Kitchener, 

Ontario  

July 11—14, sessions 

July 15, all fly home  
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Traveling together 
 

The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite 

Central Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, 

partner agencies and IVEPers in Canada, creating space for the cross pollination of ideas 

and a greater sense of community. 

 

Staff insights: a time of sharing stories  

 

This February IVEPers from across Canada and the U.S. gathered in Otta-

wa for the annual IVEP Mid-Year Conference. Since it was my first op-

portunity to meet most of the IVEPers in person, one of the things I most 

anticipated about the conference was getting to know the IVEPers’ in per-

son. I could hardly wait to learn the stories of the people whose faces I 

saw every day in the photographs on my office wall. 

One of my favourite quotes is by Uruguayan writer Eduardo Galeano, 

who wrote: “Scientists say we are made up of atoms, but a little bird told 

me we are made up of stories.” This quote came to life for me during Mid-

Year Conference as I got to know IVEPers through their stories. IVEPers shared their 

stories with me—and with each other—in so many ways during the week. Stories were 

shared through individual conversations, discussion groups, the drawing and sharing of 

life maps, and artistic expressions such as collages, clay, and the beautiful cultural per-

formances IVEPers gave during the International Worship Festival. IVEPers stories told 

of challenges, adjustments, and losses, but also of joys, learnings and growth experienced 

through their time with IVEP. As I listened to their stories I felt very fortunate to be sur-

rounded by such a vibrant, joyful, creative, and engaging group of young adults. 

When I returned to my office after conference, something was different —and it wasn’t 

just that some boxes had been moved! The bulletin board in front of my desk, covered 

with photos of all 50 IVEPers, suddenly came to life. Each face is now connected to sto-

ries that were shared and memories that were made during Mid-Year Conference. What 

a joy it is for me to look up at these faces while at work!  

Shalom Wiebe, IVEP Canada Coordinator  

 

All the IVEPers together in Ottawa for the Mid-Year 

Conference 
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IVEP Canada  
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Participant insights: Nelson Miguel Martinez 

Castillo from Colombia 

I am working for Ranch Ehrlo at the transition center with all the kids with autism. I 

had never done that before, and so it was a challenge from the beginning.  

The first day I was there I did not know if I was going to be able to do things like: take 

kids to the washroom, change them when they need it, feed them, or handle being bit-

ten by them or other ways of being attacked from them.  

There were many ways God always helped 

me to get the skills and the patience to work 

with these kind of kids. Many of the kids 

are non-verbal kids and there are a whole 

bunch of things they are not able to do by 

themselves. Something that really inspires 

me and helps me to do my work better is 

that I can now understand that all of the 

things these kids do are because they are just 

trying to communicate something. Another 

thing that now helps is that after time you create a relationship with these kids, which 

takes everything to a whole new level because you start to care about them and they 

show you with their attitude that they appreciate what you do for them.  Seeing them 

happy with you is the best reward you can get.  

Nelson Miguel Martinez Castillo from Colombia — Ranch Ehrlo, Regina, Saskatchewan 

Host insights: a way to expand our world view, 

without leaving home 

When we were asked last summer if we knew of anyone who would be willing to host 

an IVEPer in Edmonton, we thought “Why not us?” Our desire is to raise our family’s 

awareness of the “rest of the world”, so when we asked ourselves the question, there 

was no good reason.  We felt it would be great way to expand our world view, without 

leaving home.  So in September, we welcomed Miriam into our family.  Given the very 

cold winter, and  the fact that she will miss July and August, I’m sure she will go back 

to Bangladesh saying that Canada is never warm!    We are a busy family with  three 

children in competitive soccer (Kaitlyn 13, 

Allison 11 and Josh 8), and Miriam has 

become a big fan, willingly coming along 

to many games and has been an enthusias-

tic cheerleader.  You’ll have to ask her 

what she thinks of ice cricket!  It has been 

a relatively smooth adjustment, largely due 

to Miriam’s easy going nature and willing-

ness to endure our family’s weird sense  

 

Miriam Adhikary is hanging out with her host family  

siblings! 

Nelson Miguel Martinez Castillo is hanging out 

with Eugene from his host family 



 

 

“Denny and I worked 

together to help pre-

pare him to be the 

kind of  supervisor he 

would want to work 

for.” 

~ Greg Schroeder 

 
 

 

 

Visit our  

IVEP Facebook page!  

 

facebook.com/IVEProgram 

 

Find us on the web at 

ivep.mcc.org 

of humour! We appreciate her contributions to family discussions and eagerness to cook 

new foods for us. We’ll miss her when she’s gone.  

Cam & Rosalind Clarke, Edmonton, Alberta, Hosts of Miriam Adhikary from Bangladesh 

Partner insights: IVEPers are integral parts to 

the volunteer service team 

Winnipeg Harvest and IVEP have been partnering for many years. We currently host 

Oscar, from Uganda and Leda, from Honduras. Both are integral parts to our volunteer 

service team. They provide tours and supervise groups, teach new volunteers how to work 

in sortation, and are often asked to help in other areas. Their help is in high demand. 

From 2010-2011 we hosted Eduard Izquirdo from Colombia and Denny Enns from Para-

guay. Eduard was our sortation supervisor and occasional truck 

helper, while Denny worked entirely in the warehouse. I got to 

know Denny quite well, and even hosted him at my house for a 

weekend during his stay. Denny is a big young man with a big heart. 

Even though I was just a warehouse hand at the time, Denny called 

me his boss. He told me that he was going back to Paraguay to be a 

supervisor in his father’s plant. From that day on Denny and I 

worked together to help prepare him to be the kind of supervisor he 

would want to work for. 

Prior to that we hosted Fitri, Cika, and Fani from Indonesia over the 

previous three years.  

Greg Schroeder, Training and Volunteer Staff, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Alumni insights: “The least I can do is to love 

newcomers” 

Four years ago, I had the chance to spend a year in British Columbia, Canada, where I 

was working in a school as a teacher assistant. I had thought I would not feel much by 

leaving my country for one year, but I actually found it difficult sometimes to get used to 

a different country, different habits and ways of thinking. 

My time with IVEP changed my life in many aspects. It made me more passionate about 

getting to know different cultures and different people, and I made lifelong friendships!  

I believe that being a stranger myself taught me to be more compassionate toward immi-

grants in France.  

I am working now as a pharmacist and I work in a place where we get lots of newcom-

ers. People who often don’t speak French, have a different behavior and don’t under-

stand how the system works. Well, this is exactly how I was a few years ago except for 

the fact that I had people caring for me, which made all the difference. So the least I can 

do is to love these newcomers and try to care for them as much as I can.  

Julie Kauffman from France, IVEP alumni 

 

Leda Garcia Murillo (Honduras) & Oscar Ochero (Uganda) 



IVEPers in action 
Pray for . . .  
 

  IVEPers in the 

second half of their 

year of service  

  Families and 

friends of IVEPers 

back home who may 

be missing them  

  Consular staff 

and politicians as 

they set priorities for 

visa process 

 Early plans for 

IVEP Year-end Con-

ference 

 MCC staff in 

countries around the 

world as they help 

IVEPers who are pre-

paring to start this 

summer 
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All the IVEPers together at Ottawa Mennonite Church 

JiWon Park at Winterlude, Gatineau Quebec 

IVEPers from Africa (pictured: Atang Mantutle, Vin-

cent Omot, Madalitso Kaputa, Molibeli Kheele) dis-

cussing advocacy and political change with Paul 

Heidebrecht, from MCC Ottawa IVEPers visiting Parliament Hill, Ottawa 

Kinany Sourabie and Josuey Cou-

libaly hold the Burkina Faso flag 

Zoe (Xiaohong Zhao) tubing on Mt. 

Cypress, Vancouver 

Kely Hernandez & Nelson Martinez 

Castillo preparing empanadas 


