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Introduction
Advent is a time of waiting. Over four Sundays, and in the time between, we await the birth of Jesus and all  
that it will mean for the world. 

And so Advent is also a time of reflection, of contemplation, about how we will respond to the example that 
Jesus set for us – an example of confronting the unjust use of power, and of committing to building right 
relationships with the whole of creation.

This has a special resonance for us in Canada at this time. For the past 6 years, we have been on a journey 
of reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. Through the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC), we have been addressing the impacts of Indian Residential Schools, a system not just  
of the churches or the government, but of our society as a whole. 

Hearings have been held across the country, enabling thousands of those affected, directly or generationally, to 
tell the truth of what happened to them at or because of residential schools. Those who worked at residential 
schools have also spoken. And, as representatives of the society that allowed this to happen, everyone from 
governments to churches to community groups have been able to make expressions of reconciliation signifying 
their desire and willingness to move forward in a new relationship. 

And now, as we wait until June 2015, when the TRC’s final report will be issued and closing events held in 
Ottawa, KAIROS invites you to join in an Advent reflection on what reconciliation will look like after the TRC. 

For KAIROS, true reconciliation does not stop with the TRC. True reconciliation means more than atoning for 
the sins of residential schools; it means revisiting the entire structure that created them and finding a more 
respectful and reciprocal way forward. It means understanding that we are bound in a web of relationships – 
with each other, with fourlegged creatures, with beings that fly, swim, and crawl, with the entirety of creation. 

How will we reconcile with all of creation – with the land, in the waters, with Indigenous peoples around the 
world, across genders and generations?

This resource offers prayers and sermon notes for each of the four Sundays in Advent to help you reflect on that. 
It also offers ideas of what you can do and profiles of our partners who are working towards reconciliation.

In addition, it offers an action idea that you can undertake in preparation for the final TRC event in Ottawa  
next June.
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Stones of Reconciliation: Advent Reconciliation Observance
“The rocks are our relatives; they are our oldest relatives.” 
  —Alma Brooks, Maliseet

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”  
He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 
  —Luke 19:40

Rocks serve as reminders or guideposts in many traditions. Rocks are piled together into cairns marking caches 
of food and supplies for hunters. On the prairies, tipi circles marked with rocks remind us of the long, sustained 
history in Indigenous peoples in the area. In the North, inukshuks guide the way, saying “I was here.”  Large 
stones stand as memorials. Small stones are placed on graves to commemorate life and death.  

Indigenous peoples honour rocks as testimony to living history. In the Christian tradition, Jesus invokes them as 
powerful witnesses to injustice.

This Advent, KAIROS invites you and your church community to mark your commitment to reconciliation by 
including what we are calling “stones of reconciliation” in your Advent candle lighting ritual. These rocks will 
symbolize our commitment to reconciliation with the land, in the waters, with Indigenous peoples around the 
world, and across genders and generations. 

Option 1: the Simple Way 
•	 All	you	will	need	(alongside	what	you	normally	use	for	your	candlelighting)	are	four	rocks.	They	can	be	 
 as big or as small as you like.

•	 Before	the	candlelighting	begins,	you	will	place	the	rock	within	your	advent	wreath	or	alongside	the	advent	 
 candles each week, explaining what you are doing using the text that is provided alongside the  
 candlelighting prayers in this resource.

Option 2: A Little More Involved ...
•	 You’ll	need	more	rocks	for	this,	and	they	should	be	a	mixture	of	big	and	small.

•	 Use	the	rocks	to	create	the	space	that	will	hold	your	candles.	This	could	be	as	simple	as	surrounding	 
 candleholders with rocks, or you might place the candles on large, even, flat stones. (For safety’s sake,  
 make sure they don’t wobble.) Keep aside an additional four rocks, one for each week.

•	 Before	the	candlelighting	begins	each	week,	you	will	add	a	rock	to	the	display,	explaining	what	you	are	 
 doing using the text that is provided alongside the candlelighting prayers in this resource.

Hang On A Minute! It’s not Over Yet!  
Be A Part Of Our National “Cairns of Reconciliation” Action in June 2015!
After Advent, we invite you to gather the rocks together once more and place them somewhere in your 
gathering place –on the communion table, near the baptismal font, on window ledges– where they will serve as 
a visible reminder of your commitment to reconciliation.

And then, in June 2015, we invite you to make them a part of a cross-Canada action that we will be undertaking to 
mark the end of the TRC and our commitment to living a future of right relationship. We’ll be gathering rocks from 
across Canada’s five ocean watersheds (Atlantic Ocean, Hudson Bay, Arctic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and Gulf of Mexico) 
to build a “Cairn of Reconciliation” in Ottawa as part of the many events that will be held there to mark the end of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  We would love to have a rock –as small or as big you like– that was a part of your 
Advent ritual.  We’ll also be encouraging communities across the country to build their own cairns too. Stay tuned to 
the KAIROS website, Facebook page, Twitter feed, and Kairos Times for more information as it becomes available. 



Advent 1: 
Hope—Reconciliation with the Land
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“Stones of Reconciliation” Ritual 
If you are incorporating “Stones of Reconciliation” in your Advent candlelighting ritual, you can use or adapt  
the text below to explain the action to the congregation.

Jesus said, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

As we await the birth of Jesus, we reflect on the example that he set for us, of confronting the unjust use of power  
and of building right relationships with the whole of creation.

We also await the end of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission next year. We await its recommendations  
about the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Will we be silent, or will we shout out?

We are adding stones to our Advent candles this year, stones that will symbolize our commitment to reconciliation 
beyond the TRC. We will keep these stones in our community until June, when they will become part of a national 
action to mark the end of the commission and the beginning of a new journey of reconciliation.

Today we lay a stone symbolizing our desire to be reconciled with the land.



Prayer of Approach
Based on Isaiah 64

Open the heavens and come down
 So that the mountains of resistance to your way begin to quake

Open the heavens and come down
 So that all know your name and fear to do harm all that you have made

Open the heavens and come down
 So that we who are the clay of your hands might remember our connection to the earth

Open the heavens and come down
 So that all might have Hope!

ADVENT 1: Hope—Reconciliation with the Land Building Reconciled Relationships, KAIROS, 2014   |   5

Candlelighting Prayer
One:  Called to be a reconciling people, we gather together in this Advent season and consider the land  
 on which we live and all who share it. 

Two:  Today we light the first candle, a sign of hope.

One:  In the midst of climate change and resource exploitation. It can be hard to find hope,  
 but we are exhorted to “Beware! Keep alert!” Look closely at your land - its peoples and its natural order –  
 learn it, know it and love it. There we will find the hope we seek as we await Christ’s coming. 

Two:  Let us pray:

All:  God of creation, Source of Hope, lead us to love your sacred places and protect the land for  
 many generations to come.
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Prayers of the People
Response based on Psalm 80:3

God of the Lands,

We pray for the people of Canada, who live and work on lands that are under threat of harm from pollution and 
the damaging effects of extractive industries. We pray especially for Indigenous peoples in Canada displaced 
from their traditional territories for the benefit of corporate interests and the pursuit of wealth. 

We pray for the restoration to the land of your people; that they may be restored to their rightful heritage, and 
that the land may be restored to bring forth the wealth of life rather than the fruits of greed. We pray for the 
restoration of people to your land, that we might remember from whence the healing salvation of air and water 
and the fruits of the earth come. We pray for restoration:

Response:  Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

We pray for all the peoples of other parts of the globe, who live and work on lands under siege. We pray for 
those living in areas of conflict (especially Names of places or countries may be included), and for those living in 
areas where extractive industries have displaced them from their traditional territories. 

We pray for the restoration to the land of your people; that they may be restored to their rightful heritage, and 
that the land may be restored to bring forth the wealth of life rather than the fruits of greed. We pray for the 
restoration of people to your land, that we might remember from whence the healing salvation of air and water 
and the fruits of the earth come. We pray for restoration:

Response:  Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

We pray for the people of this gathering (church, congregation, denomination and/or community), who live and work 
on the lands disturbed from their natural order for settlement. We give you deep and grateful thanks for the land 
on which we live, and which gives us life. Remind us of all the gifts that you have given us, and the casual way we 
disturb and disrupt your creation in the way we choose to live. Make us mindful and keep us awake to your coming. 

We pray for the restoration to the land of your people; that they may be restored to their rightful heritage, and 
that the land may be restored to bring forth the wealth of life rather than the fruits of greed. We pray for the 
restoration of people to your land, that we might remember from whence the healing salvation of air and water 
and the fruits of the earth come. We pray for restoration:

Response:  Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

These and all our prayers, those spoken and those unspoken, those with words and those too deep for words, 
we bring to you, the way the children of the earth come to a mother seeking nourishment and consolation, 
saying: [the Prayer of Jesus]

Closing Prayer
God of Advent,

Keep us awake to the signs of your return in our midst: the cries of the earth, the songs seeking justice, the 
awakening of the people of the land. Keep us awake that we might see you when you come into our midst  
and might satisfy the deepest yearning of our hearts and souls—to know you. Amen. 
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Sermon Notes
These sermon notes reference issues raised in the “Open for Justice” campaign for mining accountability.  
For more information, see the next page. 

Isaiah 64:1-9
Why doesn’t God show God’s face and bring justice to the earth? Few believers could claim that they had never 
wondered about this question. Why does a God so powerful as to create the heavens and the earth not come 
to set things according to the loving kindness prescribed by scripture and the witness of faith? This song of 
Isaiah, recorded in the time of the displacement of the people of Israel and the colonization of their land, and the 
extraction of wealth from their territory, can be a prayer of lamentation and a call to action for believers. Praying 
and preaching the regret, especially for our complacency in the face of perhaps irreparable harm to the earth, this 
passage concludes with the basic hope of our work for mining accountability—now consider: we are ALL Your people. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
The feeling of powerlessness in the face of the reality of extractive industries and our day to day dependence 
on their resources may prevent Christians from moving forward on mining justice. This song of praise rightly 
establishes that God is the ruler and yet recognizes the self-indulgence of many of our prayers. We remember 
that biblical references to the uncovering of God’s face intimates both the power and the gentleness. The word 
“salvation” finds its roots in healing. In this time of Advent repentance and reconciliation, before we can be 
effective as witnesses to God’s calls for justice, we ourselves need to be restored through the revelation of God’s 
face to us, that we might be saved. 

1 corinthians 1:3-9
When we sit and contemplate all that we have from the richness of the earth, most people move from the consumerist 
position of wanting more to the recognition that we have enough. But in our prayers and advocacy for the earth, for 
those displaced from their rightful territories, for justice in the courts and legislatures, we find ourselves wanting more 
power, autonomy, control or results. What if we began our work with the notion that we are enough? As churches and 
communities, in solidarity with those who are seeking mining justice, as those God has fitted for this work, we 
are enough. “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given to you…”

Mark 13:24-37
No hallucinations are necessary to begin to see Mark’s records of Jesus’ apocalyptic vision in the groans and 
sufferings of creation in our midst. From the earth and the signs of the times, find your lessons for action the 
gospel writer proclaims. Keeping awake, keeping alert to the coming of God in our midst has to be more than 
simply following the established norms of society or accepting the legal framework in the way that it is presently 
constituted. The requirement for Free, Prior, Informed Consent for Indigenous peoples, the call for an extractive 
sector Ombudsman and legislated access to Canadian courts for people who have been seriously harmed 
by Canadian mining companies are examples of responses to the alarm sounds coming from the people and 
the earth itself. Keep awake, keep alert the gospel writer implores—what actions can your community take 
immediately in response to the signs of the times?
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Take Action
This week, as you pray and reflect on what reconciliation with the land will look like, we encourage you to  
take part in the “Open for Justice” campaign, an effort of faith, labour, community and environmental groups  
to ensure that Canadian mining companies operating overseas are held accountable for environmental and  
human rights abuses that may happen in the course of their activities. 

It’s important that victims of such events have access to justice through an ombudsman or, should they wish 
it, the Canadian legal system. Right now, no such accountability exists, and that’s a huge problem when you 
consider that 75% of global mining activity is based in Canadian stock exchanges. Learn more and write your  
MP to call for access to justice at www.kairoscanada.org/openforjustice. If you’ve already written the letter, call 
or meet with you MP to discuss this important issue.

If you’d like to learn more directly about some of the impacts of mining, you can view our video, Remember the 
Land, available at www.kairoscanada/RememberTheLand. You can also read the blogs from the 2013 learning 
tour to Guatemala and the 2014 learning tour to the Philippines, where KAIROS, Indigenous partners, and 
church delegates visited mining-affected communities. Check the KAIROS website under “Resource Extraction.”

The candle-lighting prayer was written by Shannon Neufeldt. Shannon is the Networks and Young Adult Coordinator at KAIROS.

The prayer of approach, prayers of the people, closing prayer and scripture commentary were written by the Rev. Desmond 
Jagger-Parsons. Desmond is the elected United Church of Canada representative to the Board of KAIROS, where he also 
serves as Chair. Desmond is a minister on the Newtown-Lumsden Pastoral Charge on the north east coast of the island of 
Newfoundland. He recently participated in the KAIROS Philippines Learning Tour, a journey of solidarity with KAIROS partners. 

Public Witness for Mining Justice
Advent 1: november 30

We’re planning a simple public witness action on mining justice for Nov 30, 
the first Sunday in Advent – something all churches can do.

Details will be finalized by the end of September!

Stay tuned to the KAIROS website, Facebook page and Twitter feed, and 
Kairos Times for more details.

Take a stand for ecological justice and human rights!



Advent 2: 
Peace—Reconciliation in the Waters
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“Stones of Reconciliation” Ritual
If you are incorporating “Stones of Reconciliation” in your Advent candlelighting ritual, you can use or adapt  
the text below to explain the action to the congregation.

Jesus said, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

As we await the birth of Jesus, we reflect on the example that he set for us, of confronting the unjust use of power  
and of building right relationships with the whole of creation.

We also await the end of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission next year. We await its recommendations  
about the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Will we be silent, or will we shout out?

We are adding stones to our Advent candles this year, stones that will symbolize our commitment to reconciliation 
beyond the TRC. We will keep these stones in our community until June, when they will become part of a national 
action to mark the end of the commission and the beginning of a new journey of reconciliation.

Today we lay a stone symbolizing our desire to be reconciled with the waters.
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Prayer of Approach
One: Great Creator God, whose spirit swept like a wind over the waters of the earth, and in your time—days  
 that to us are like a thousand years, and thousands of years that are like days—brought about the  
 conditions for abundant life, and all the life forms on this astonishing earth

All: Lord who gives what is good, we prepare ourselves to hear your gracious word.

One: Fairest Lord Jesus, born like us of water and of spirit, Son of Man and Son of a woman called to bear  
 a child, a sister of women from the cultures of the world who are called to care for the life-giving waters  
 of creation, to protect the waters from harm, to be stewards, as indeed all are called to be stewards,  
 of the glaciers that carve the river beds that are filled by the clouds of the sky, of the great oceans,  
 of the lithe streams, and of molecules of hydrogen and oxygen

All: Jesus born of Mary to save us from our sins, we prepare to remember your birth with thanksgiving.

One: Holy Spirit of the Living God, be alive to us this day and every day with the power and energy of the  
 rushing rapids of the Fraser and Kipawa Rivers, the majestic Falls of Niagara, the colossal ice floes of the  
 High Arctic seas. Be as present to us, help us to keep our attention as fixed on you and your will for us,  
 as we would on such great wonders of your natural world.

All: Spirit of our baptismal waters, we prepare to renew our covenant through confession, repentance,  
 and commitment to reconciliation and to justice.

 Amen. 

Candlelighting Prayer
One:  Called to be a reconciling people, we gather in this particular place, mindful of the waters which flow  
 through this basin, our watershed. 

Two:  Let us remember; the first candle is for the hope of reconciliation with the land.

One:  Today we light the second candle, a sign of peace.

Two:  Water is the essence of life and must be cared for; without it there can be no peace. From a Water  
 Convergence Ceremony in Wabanaki territory to a Gathering of the Waters in the Ottawa River,  
 to a Chain of Hope across the Douglas Channel, we recognize the sanctity of water and seek to protect it.

Two:  Let us pray:

All:  God of Peace, rain down on us the water that nurtures our land and our bodies. Grant that  
 we may find a wellspring of desire for peace on earth that will never run dry.
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Closing Prayer
As we go out into the world in the middle of this Advent season, we ask for your blessing, for the patience to 
prepare thoughtfully and carefully for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Help us at all times to be alive and attentive to the meaning of our baptismal waters, to draw strength from 
the covenant of your salvation, to be ambassadors of your reconciling love in all of our relationships with other 
peoples and with all of the gifts of your world. 

Make us channels of your peace, through the power of your abiding Spirit, Great Spirit, Holy Mystery, Triune God. 
Amen.

Prayers of the People
God of comfort, we pray this day for all who are in desperate need of comfort.

The comfort of safety from harm, the comfort of freedom from pain, the comfort of love and companionship, 
relief from unrelenting loneliness, from unexpected heartache, and from recent loss.

Silence

We think of those who are in exile and pray that they will be comforted and find relief and the peace of home, be 
it old home or new. We think of those who are displaced from their homes and their homelands by war, by natural 
disasters or through disastrous human activities, by economic depravation, or by hatred of race, ethnicity, religion, 
sexual orientation and all forms of discrimination. We pray for the healing of all displaced peoples and of all nations.

Silence

We pray for those exiled from loving and caring families and communities. We pray for reconciliation within families, 
between families, and between peoples, for the healing of relationships. We pray that all of us will truly love each 
other, our families, our friends, our neighbours, all of our relations, as you have loved us. We pray for your wisdom 
and power, for your guidance and strength, to help us do all that we can to help others overcome conditions of exile. 
Help us also to overcome our own exile from the relationships that would lead us to a greater understanding of who 
you are, as we come to know all peoples who, as you have taught us, are created in your image.

Silence

We pray for forgiveness. We pray for the courage to confess our sins, be it our own sins, the sins of our 
church, the sins of our community, or the sins of our nation. We pray for the grace to repent, the will to take 
responsibility for and above all to make the kinds of changes that will bring about reconciliation. We pray 
for the humility to acknowledge how much we still have to learn and the patience to work with others, in all 
their God-given diversity of opinion, experience, and skills, to be reconcilers and to be reconciled. We pray for 
reconciliation within our own country of Canada, and especially as we think of the legacy of colonialism and of 
residential schools, for reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.

Silence

We pray finally for our world, for this earth, for this extraordinary planet, in the ever expanding infinite vastness 
of the cosmos. We marvel at the resilience of your creation even as we grow increasingly aware that our 
ecosystems are no more immortal than are we. We know how much harm we have done and continue to do to 
other people. Help us also to see how much harm we do to the land, and the air, and the water, and all the other 
creatures who also live upon this earth and who do so much to make our lives better, indeed to sustain our lives. 
We pray for the well-being of creation, that your glory may dwell in our land, that faithfulness will spring up from 
the ground, and that righteousness will look down from the sky.

Silence

Amen. 
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Sermon Notes
Introduction
Here we go ‘round the circle again. We have arrived “back” at the beginning of a new church year. Advent is as 
much a time for looking backwards as for looking forward. The lections for this Sunday invite us to reflect on the 
meaning of baptism—which for most of us took place many years ago—and consider how we relate today to 
the One who invited us into a covenant of grace.

Water too, as the scientifically inclined will be aware, “lives” in a cycle: moving between solid and liquid and 
gaseous states, from rivers and lakes, to clouds in the sky, to the snow and the sleet, the fog and the rain that 
return to the earth and the water that makes up our bodies and those of all the other life forms of God’s creation. 
We are born from water. And while we more commonly speak of ashes and dust as our mortal bodies die, we 
could equally speak of the return of the waters of which we are made to the cycle of life in that creation, an 
ultimate reconciliation of ourselves with the waters which give us life.

We are also calling to mind this Advent the reconciliation to which we are called as ambassadors of Christ’s 
reconciling love, and in our Canadian context, to reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples. 
Cycles, or circles, are fundamental concepts of traditional Indigenous spiritual wisdom. Indigenous peoples use the 
circle to demonstrate how everyone and everything in creation are connected, are related. When connections are 
severed, relationships broken, the circle becomes incomplete and reconciliation, healing of the break is required.

Isaiah 40:1–11
Depending on one’s point of view, the opening phrases of Isaiah verse 40 written in the imperative—Comfort! 
Speak! Cry! — can come off the page more as an admonition than the soothing words of encouragement we 
might wish to hear. That familiar “voice in the wilderness” picks up the pattern—Prepare! Make straight! We are 
clearly at a turning point. Though centuries have passed since the Israelites were leaving their Babylonian exile, 
it is healthy for us to once again take stock of where we are located in relation to the fountain of living water 
that is our God. Have we moved closer in the past year? Further away? Have we been stuck in exile? In a desert 
far away—among those who thirst most deeply for change—wondering why God seems to have forsaken us, 
or our neighbours, or other peoples in the world near or far? Do we need to reconcile with this water, as an 
individual, with our neighbours, or as peoples of the world who have sinned? Isaiah 40 in its entirety reminds us 
of how utterly unfathomable, how mysterious and how Holy beyond our comprehension is God’s abiding love 
for God’s people and how much more we should rely on God than on anything or anyone else. For as beautiful 
or abundant, like flowers or grass, as these others may be, our focus must be on what God wants for us and of us. 
Ultimately	Isaiah	40	calls	us	to	be	ever	faithful,	to	comfort,	to	speak,	to	cry	out,	to	prepare,	and	to	make	straight	
as our circumstances require looking to the Lord for our reward, for those life-giving waters.

Psalm 85 (or 85:1–2, 8–13)
The words of Psalm 85 are truly comforting —particularly when verses 3-7 are removed as the lection suggests. 
Their focus is on what God does: reminding us how it is God who is the reconciler, God who forgives sins and God 
who promises salvation. The missing verses remind us that all is not right in the world, or necessarily with God. 
While the lection writers may not have wanted to trouble us with the notion of an angry (apparently vengeful) 
God, aren’t we kidding ourselves (just a bit) if we imagine that God doesn’t get angry with how we behave and 
likely expresses that anger in ways we cannot comprehend? We read from verse 10 that steadfast love, faithfulness, 
righteousness (justice), and peace are hallmarks of God’s salvation and combine (meet, kiss) to bring that salvation 
about. In keeping with Indigenous worldviews, these four elements are described in an unbroken, mutually 
dependent relationship: they could be represented in the quadrants of a circle, a medicine wheel. Can it be that 
God is looking to us to repent, to change our ways, “to turn to God in our hearts” by loving, having faith, working for 
justice, and speaking for peace, in other words accepting God’s invitation to the circle of salvation?

 continued on next page... 
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2 Peter 3:8–15a
Today’s epistle reading helps us deepen our understanding of salvation: here depicting it as “the patience of the 
Lord.” We again are invited to open our minds, our hearts, and our spirits to the universal infinite perspective of 
a truly Great Spirit. If one day is like a thousand years, and thousand years is like one day to God—we are foolish 
to believe we mortals can calculate our way to God’s love or to our own salvation. Instead we are asked to trust, 
and while we trust to “strive to be at peace, without spot or blemish.” It is a good thing that God is patient with 
us. We have a long way to go to be without spot or blemish. Yet we are called to strive, to focus on what we need 
to do to wash ourselves clean of sin, with patient constancy of purpose. The passage seems to echo Indigenous 
teachings about time. Striving to be at peace may at times mean striving to give up control over that which we 
cannot control anyway. It may mean peacefully surrendering control to others and to be patient while others 
take the lead, all of us relying and waiting on God’s help. 

Mark 1:1–8 
The story, and the message, of John the Baptist opens the Gospel of Mark. The beginning of the Good News 
is a story about baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Confession and repentance are positioned in this gospel 
as critically important activities for the follower of Christ. We might focus this Sunday on why this is so. The 
Indigenous phrase “all my relations” springs to mind. When we are not in right relationship with other people 
and with Creation we are not in right relationship with God. The truth of our relationship with Indigenous 
peoples has come out through the Truth and Reconciliation process; and many churches and sectors of society 
chose through this process to confess their complicity with the colonial policies which resulted in residential 
schools and other failings in our relationships. As we “reconcile beyond the TRC,” it is worth reflecting on our 
baptismal call to repent. We may have confessed, but what have we done to correct what has failed in our 
relations with others? What has changed in how Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples relate to each other?

In relation to water, how do we treat this sacred gift? How do we care for it? How do we share it? We live in a 
nation where access to clean water is considered a right of citizenship yet we must confess that many First 
Nation members, among others in the world, do not share this privilege. What have we done to share the gift of 
clean water and other gifts of God with others fairly? Where else do we need to confess, and change our ways, 
as we prepare to celebrate our relationship with Christ and the Spirit sent to be with us always, as the cycle of 
worshipping the triune God is renewed?

Take Action
This week, as you pray and reflect on what reconciliation with the waters will look like, we encourage you to 
learn more about your own watershed. Familiarize yourself with those who share the space with you: the native 
animals and plants, the Indigenous peoples for whom it was traditional territory. What, if anything, threatens 
your	watershed?	Resource	extraction?	Industrial	farming?	Urban/suburban	sprawl?	What	about	changes	to	
environmental and fisheries legislation (Bills C-38 and C-45)? Think about connections – how are you in your 
watershed connected to people in other watersheds? How are the struggles in your watershed connected to 
other struggles? What can we do together to bring justice to the watershed, reconciliation with the waters? 
Learn more about our Watershed Discipleship program, and download a workshop outline at  
www.kairoscanada.org/watershed

Maliseet Elder Alma Brooks offers a first-hand account of her commitment to her watershed in a report on the 
Convergence Ceremony on Wabanaki territiory that she was a part of in 2013: bit.ly/1pH2TRg
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The candle-lighting prayer was written by Shannon Neufeldt. Shannon is the Networks and Young Adult Coordinator at KAIROS.

The prayer of approach, prayers of the people, closing prayer and scripture commentary were written by Lori Ransom. Lori is an 
ordained elder of The Presbyterian Church in Canada and member of the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation in eastern 
Ontario who has worked in support of Canada’s Indigenous peoples throughout her career. She is presently a Senior Advisor 
responsible for relations with churches and other faith communities for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 
Lori is also the Clerk of Session at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Toronto. 
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“Stones of Reconciliation” Ritual
If you are incorporating “Stones of Reconciliation” in your Advent candlelighting ritual, you can use or adapt  
the text below to explain the action to the congregation.

Jesus said, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

As we await the birth of Jesus, we reflect on the example that he set for us, of confronting the unjust use of power  
and of building right relationships with the whole of creation.

We also await the end of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission next year. We await its recommendations  
about the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Will we be silent, or will we shout out?

We are adding stones to our Advent candles this year, stones that will symbolize our commitment to reconciliation 
beyond the TRC. We will keep these stones in our community until June, when they will become part of a national 
action to mark the end of the commission and the beginning of a new journey of reconciliation.

Today we lay a stone symbolizing our desire to be reconciled with Indigenous peoples around the world.



Prayer of Approach
Let us pray:
One:  Gracious Life-giver, all that is comes from you 
All:  And so we give you thanks. 
One:  Gracious Life-leader, all that we may be comes from you 
All:  And so we give you thanks. 
One:  Gracious Life-lifter, continue to raise us up like the light on the horizon of a new day dawning 
All:  By your mercy. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People
(Adapted from the Thursday Prayers of the The Guide for Daily Devotions used at the Schultz Chapel, Eastern 
Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.)

Loving Creator, as the rising sun chases away the night, so you have scattered the power of death in the rising  
of Jesus Christ, and you bring us all blessings in him. 

Especially we thank you for: 
The community of faith in our church… 
Those with whom we work or share common concerns… 
The delivery of your children… 
Indications of your love at work in the world… 
Those who work for justice, peace and reconciliation… 

Mighty Creator, with the dawn of your love you revealed your victory over all that would destroy or harm,  
and you brighten the lives of all who need you. Especially we pray for: 
Families struggling… 
People different from ourselves… 
Those who suffer from abuse or addiction… 
Those isolated by sickness or sorrow… 
The victims of violence or warfare… 
Those we name before you now… 

We pray for (insert names of clergy, laity, congregations or ministries from the prayer cycle) and ask that you watch 
over them and bless and direct their ministries. 

Candlelighting Prayer
One:  Called to be a reconciling people, we open our hearts to the world – its peoples and all the natural order.  
  Indigenous peoples around the world offer us the wisdom of the ancestors: We must live well so that all 
  may live.

Two:  Let us remember; the first candle is for the hope of reconciliation with the land.  
 The second candle is for the peace we seek in our watersheds.

One:   Today we light the third candle, a sign of joy.

Two:  As our partners in the global south dance for joy in spite of the injustices they continue to face, may we  
 find joy in the gift of life and live to preserve it for all.

One:  Let us pray:

All:  God of Life, Giver of Joy, even as we wait for your coming, let us not wait another moment before  
 bringing our lives into harmony with the earth and all that live in it.
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Closing Prayer
Send us forth, illuminating God, to go where you would have us go,  
to places within ourselves and places without.  
Equip and enable us to be light for the world, 
Light for us the path towards reconciliation. 
Amen.

Sermon Notes
Scripture commentaries help preachers read out from Biblical texts by distinguishing original contexts and meanings  
from later additions read into texts. In other words, scripture commentaries help preachers to verbalize exegesis, not 
eisegesis, in their contemporary settings. In John’s “signs” Gospel, a priority is placed on the Word being heard.  

 To enable preachers to hear and speak faithfully to these lections in the 2014 Canadian context, these Advent 
reflections come from the commentary works of scholars in the 1988 Harper’s Bible Commentary (HBC) next to 
the works of scholars in the 2004 Africa Bible Commentary (ABC), 2004. 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Richard J. Clifford (HBC, Massachusetts) understands Isaiah 61 to be a single poem with a single theme: “The Prophet 
is	Sent	to	the	Poor.”	He	concludes	that	“Underlying	the	poem	is	the	biblical	conviction	that	the	‘anawim, the poor 
(victims of the wicked who wait for Yahweh), will see Yahweh reverse their situation, since injustice insults Yahweh, 
the creator of a just world.” Edouard Kitoko Nsiku, (ABC, Democratic Republic of the Congo), understands the passage 
to include a song of praise “to be sung by the Messiah,” within a chapter primarily about the anointed “Messenger of 
Salvation.” Nisku makes strong connections between the Isaiah passage v. 61:2 and the Leviticus Chapter 25 “Jubilee 
Year of the Lord’s favour” when the land is not to be overturned and the enslaved are to be set free. Both scholars 
affirm the metaphorical language of the text, particularly the visual of upending or overturning. Interestingly, Nisku 
uses the language of “the people” and Clifford “the poor.” And while both Scholars refer to “the day of vengeance” (v. 
62), Clifford suggests a better translation from the Hebrew is the “day of vindication,” the day “God rights wrongs.” 

 Luke 1:46b-55 
“Truth is a story, not a concept” and Luke is a story-teller according to Namibian Scholar Paul John Isaac (ABC). 
In Isaac`s view, the Bible is a “collection of stories about individuals, families, communities, nations and events, 
all of which unite to tell the overarching story of God’s redemption of humanity” towards Ubuntu - towards 
humanity being truly human. The Magnificat upholds women, he asserts, preserving Mary’s commissioning to 
“go and tell the brothers that I am risen,” a powerful witness to empower women’s voices in Africa. Scholar Fred 
Craddock (HBC, Georgia) picks up on Luke as a historian and “skilled writer” gathering sources, oral traditions 
and conducting interviews of eyewitnesses for an orderly account.  To Craddock, the Magnificat is a song of 
Mary, though not so much about Mary as about “praise to God who has acted always in justice and mercy and 
will continue to do so in memory of the promise to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

 1 thessalonians 5:16-24 
Both Pheme Perkins (HBC, Massachusetts) and Rosalie Koudougueret (ABC, Central African Republic) see 
“Community Life” as the theme for Paul’s letter titled 1 Thessalonians. Perkins writes of “relationships that 
characterize the holiness of Christian community” and Koudougueret of relationships that “create a climate of 
goodwill” by working together resulting in peace. Notably Perkins and Koudougueret both hold the passage as 
beginning at v. 5: 12 and ending at v. 5:22, yet the Lectionary appoints verses 16-24. 

  continued on next page...
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John 1:6-8, 19-28 
This Gospel lesson for Advent 3 does not provide a clear picture of John the Baptist; rather, it speaks of “a man 
sent from God” who came to testify to the light. This lection points audibly to the man - so listeners can hear 
the voice that testifies to The Word that was in the beginning. John’s Gospel is intended to be read aloud so that 
listeners can hear and believe without seeing (v. 20:30). 

 In their exegetical works, Scholars D. Moody Smith (North Carolina, HBC) and Samuel Ngewa (Kenya, ABC) 
both called on the Jewish cultural context to say something more about the voice. Yet they, like John’s story 
characters, are more successful in communicating who the voice is not. 

Perhaps hearing who the voice is not points more powerfully to the Word who was and is in ways that ears can 
hear even if eyes don’t understand what they are seeing.

Summary
Given these commentary notes, what does the Word want us to hear for our present contexts as we seek 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples globally? Though the lections do enable preachers to pit characters 
against one another with vivid images of worldly “overturnings,” doing so reinforces the momentum of human 
vengeance rather than prioritizing the proclamation of God’s vindication, God’s righting of wrongs. If indeed 
God’s merciful justice redeems and reconciles all people, all creation, the Biblical visions given in metaphor 
provided in song, story, prophecy or poetry may need to yield so the word heard is one of God’s grace today 
triumphing over the reality of human sin.

This Advent Sunday falls on the winter solstice. The sermon can be crafted around the concept of testifying to 
the light of God’s intention and action for peace as a practical possibility. This Sunday can be about where lived 
reconciliation is beginning to break forth. 

Take Action
This week, as you pray and reflect on what reconciliation with Indigenous peoples globally will look like, think about 
how society does or doesn’t honour Indigenous rights. What that means for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
peoples? One of those rights is the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) whenever development –such 
as	resource	extraction–	is	planned	on	Indigenous	territory.	FPIC,	which	is	included	in	the	United	Nations	Declaration	
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, is recognized as a benchmark for the inherent rights of Indigenous peoples and 
helps ensure their survival, dignity, self-determination and well-being. Canada endorsed the Declaration in 2010, 
but downplayed its legal status by stating that it was “aspirational.” In fact, the Declaration is reflective of existing 
international law. Respecting FPIC is a fundamental step forward in reconciliation with Indigenous peoples globally; 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, said in a statement before the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada in Edmonton in 2014 that “Reconciliation includes FPIC.”

Learn more about FPIC and what you can do to ensure that we live up to our responsibilities at  
www.kairoscanada.org/dignity-rights/fpic -- make sure you check out our new video, A Culture of Life,  
which takes you to Indigenous communities around the world to explore the meaning and impact of FPIC. 
Please host a viewing and discussion of the video in your community.

The candle-lighting prayer was written by Shannon Neufeldt. Shannon is the Networks and Young Adult Coordinator at KAIROS.

The prayer of approach, prayers of the people, closing prayer and scripture commentary were written by the Rev. Karen Kuhnert. 
Karen was raised near the banks of the Peace River in Northern Alberta, lived seven years on the Deh Cho in Inuvik, NWT, 
and has spent the last thirteen years along the Grand River in Southwestern Ontario. She has an undergraduate degree in 
Community Development and an MDiv. from Waterloo Lutheran Seminary. Karen is the Archivist (Story-Keeper) for the Eastern 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada and is the ELCIC Member of the KAIROS Indigenous Rights Circle. 
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ADVENT 4: Love—Reconciliation Beyond the TRC: Genders and Generations KAIROS, 2014   |   19

“Stones of Reconciliation” Ritual
If you are incorporating “Stones of Reconciliation” in your Advent candlelighting ritual, you can use or adapt the 
text below to explain the action to the congregation.

Jesus said, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

As we await the birth of Jesus, we reflect on the example that he set for us, of confronting the unjust use of power and 
of building right relationships with the whole of creation.

We also await the end of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission next year. We await its recommendations about 
the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Will we be silent, or will we shout out?

We are adding stones to our Advent candles this year, stones that will symbolize our commitment to reconciliation 
beyond the TRC. We will keep these stones in our community until June, when they will become part of a national 
action to mark the end of the commission and the beginning of a new journey of reconciliation.

Today we lay a stone symbolizing our desire to be reconciled across genders and generations. 



Prayer of Approach
O Holy One of Blessing, 
we are called to remember that you provide our generosity and our openness to each other, 
you are the source of our forgiveness and our forgiven-ness,
our abundance in loving Spirit and our emptiness of malice and wrath. 
Make us mindful that you are always with us
as we remember together, worship together, celebrate together. 
In the name of your Son Jesus.
Amen. 
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Prayers of the People
Let us pray together...

My soul magnifies the Lord: 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

Creative Energy at the center of all Spirit ~ remind us that we have the capacities to change our human 
consciousness, heal our hearts, deepen our souls; encourage us into deep conversations that will ignite our love 
and illuminate for us the larger purposes by which to measure our living.

My soul magnifies the Lord: 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

Great Weaver of the Web of Life ~ we are not alone, we live in communion and in community with all creation. 
Help us to live with right action and with peace in our hearts.

 continued on next page...

Candlelighting Prayer
One: Called to be a reconciling people, we gather together and look to a future when each nation knows  
 sovereignty, each gender knows equity, and each generation has a voice.

Two: Let us remember, the first candle is for the hope of reconciliation with the land.

 The second candle is for the peace we seek in our watersheds.

 The third candle is for joy in the life we share with all the inhabitants of this planet.

One:  Today we light the fourth candle, a sign of love.

Two: Mary and Elizabeth are but two examples of women of courage who reach for justice and the desire  
 of God, through the power of their love.

One: Let us pray:

All: God of All Generations, source of love, may your love be so manifest in our lives that with Elizabeth we  
 may know that “nothing will be impossible with God” and answer the summons as Mary did with an  
 unwavering voice, “Let it be so.”
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Sermon Notes
Introduction
Advent is a time of waiting for the fullness which is revealed over time. Today we hear about Mary’s communion 
with the Lord, in whose presence she lives her daily life. These passages are about the emergence of intimacy 
over time. They are about our longing to know God in this experience of life -- to be in the presence of God 
wherever we find ourselves, and in whatever state of consciousness, be it anxiety, upheaval, transition, peace, 
rest, or anticipation. 

 continued on next page...

Closing Prayer
Spirit of Life,  
we give thanks that we are your dwelling-place. 
May we honour this with grace and love in all our actions.  
Help us to engage our experiences and to travel deeper into their meanings. 
May we work now for those generations to come,  
that they may know our blessing and yours.  
Amen.

My soul magnifies the Lord: 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

Rock of our Salvation ~ the Land is the Promise of God to all generations of people, the Land is our Mother, our 
source; and Water is life, to be revered & protected - our ancient and future treasure ~ may we form together our 
vision and our commitment to its protection, its resources, its governance, that all life may thrive.

My soul magnifies the Lord: 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

Light of Life ~ help us to tell our stories, to speak our truths, to grow in understanding and compassion for one 
another, to envision and live transformative change; that all who dwell from the centers out to the fringes may 
take their place, and know freedom in Divine justice.

My soul magnifies the Lord: 
And my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.

...insert additional prayers here...

As we pray intercessions for the world and for our neighbours, so we ask for intercession from that Holy Mother 
of the Holier Son:

Hail Mary, full of Grace.   
The Lord is with you.   
Blessed are you among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.   
Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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Let us today find new ways to express our deep and binding faithfulness to the generations that have gone before 
us, and our commitment to the generations to follow, that they might have light and life to thrive and build upon 
the tapestry of justice, integrity and sacred connectedness that honour the whole of which we are a part. 

The Truth & Reconciliation Commission, and the recommendations that will come in its final report in June 2015, 
continue to be something with which every Canadian needs to engage. The loss of Indigenous languages, cultures 
and stories has been a robbery of us all: justice-working needs to be entered into and continued, cross-cultural 
relationships need to be built and fortified, and marginalized voices need to be heard, valued and listened to 
across our land. The tag-line for the TRC is “for the child taken, for the parent left behind.” It refers specifically to the 
egregious colonial institution of Indian Residential Schools, but considering the Jesus story, can you hear Mary’s 
experience in that, too? We are invited to remember the painful shadow-sides of her joyful song.

Sermon resources:
Truth and Reconciliation Commission on Indian Residential Schools: www.trc.ca 
Seven Grandfather Teachings: http://widjiitiwin.ca/seven-grandfathers-teachings/

To cherish knowledge is to know WISDOM. 
To know LOVE is to know peace. You must love yourself in order to love another. 
To honor all creation is to have RESPECT. 
BRAVERY is to face the foe with integrity. 
HONESTY in facing a situation is to be brave. 
HUMILITY	is	to	know	yourself	as	a	sacred	part	of	Creation. 
TRUTH	is	to	know	all	of	these	things.

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
God challenges David on the human necessity of a constructed house/tabernacle/shrine. Referenced is the 
wood of cedar, which is and has been recognized as precious. In this reading we hear mention of cedar panelling 
in the tabernacle of God; also, the cedar tree is a sacred plant with healing properties, both acting as a purifier 
and representing the holy in creation. With cedar, we build a wood/stone house, but with us, God builds a 
“people-house.” 

In this passage, we hear that we are chosen peoples. How can we hear this Hebrew Scripture passage with new 
insights -- for example, with the ears of oppressed/colonized peoples? How can we strive for justice and equity 
in land-claim issues, in resource-extraction issues, in a colonial culture? This was a theme very familiar to the 
original inhabitants of the “promised land” and it resonates for us as we seek reconciliation beyond the TRC. 

Luke 1:46b-55 
Consider this text through the lens of the Seven Grandfather Teachings: wisdom, love, truth, bravery, honesty, 
humility, respect.

More information and origins of the story can be found at: http://widjiitiwin.ca/seven-grandfathers-teachings/

These seven teachings, given by the Creator, resonate with Jesus’ teachings in the Beatitudes and with 1 
Corinthians 12:12-26, which holds that the body can only function if each part of the body is taken into account. 
No one part can function on its own. All parts are honoured. 

Where in the Magnificat can we find reflections of the seven teachings? How will we let them shape us? How, in 
the spirit of reconciling with our past, can we honour Indigenous traditions without appropriating them?

Romans 16:25-27 
“Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages.” (Romans 16:25)

 continued on next page...



ADVENT 4: Love—Reconciliation Beyond the TRC: Genders and Generations KAIROS, 2014   |   23

Take Action
This week, as you pray and reflect on what reconciliation across genders and generations will look like, think about 
how you can commit towards reconciliation beyond the TRC. We are planning a cross-Canada intergenerational 
event in June 2015 that will be our moment to commit to a reconciled future. We’ll be gathering rocks from across 
Canada’s five ocean watersheds (Atlantic Ocean, Hudson Bay, Arctic Ocean, Pacific Ocean, and Gulf of Mexico) to build 
a “Cairn of Reconciliation” in Ottawa as part of the many events that will be held there to mark the end of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. We would love to have a rock –as small or as big you like– from your community. We’ll 
also be encouraging communities across the country to build their own cairns too. Stay tuned to the KAIROS website, 
Facebook page, Twitter feed, and KAIROS Times for more information as it becomes available. 

KAIROS supports women working towards reconciliation globally through our Women of Courage program: learn 
more and read firsthand accounts at www.kairoscanada.org/dignity-rights/women-of-courage.

The candle-lighting prayer was written by Shannon Neufeldt. Shannon is the Networks and Young Adult Coordinator at KAIROS.

The prayer of approach, prayers of the people, closing prayer and scripture commentary were written by the Rev. Riscylla Walsh 
Shaw. Riscylla is an Anglican priest and Ambassador of Reconciliation in the Diocese of Toronto. Her grandfather went to 
residential school.

As a witness to the sharing circles at the seven national events of the TRC, many times I have heard the 
testimony of Residential School Survivors who have declared, “I believe in Jesus, in spite of the church – despite 
what the church did to me. Believing in Jesus has, quite literally, saved my life.” 

How has the “revelation of the mystery” (referred to above in Romans) saved you, or brought you hope? Consider 
sharing (aspects of ) this personal revelation as a powerful testimony to your congregation.

Luke 1:26-38
This is both the story of the angel Gabriel coming to Mary – and her resulting strength, courage, and wisdom in 
hearing/believing/making it so – and the story of Elizabeth’s new motherhood in old age. We hear in 1:37 that 
“nothing will be impossible with God.”  

In this brief passage, we hear of two practically unimaginable miracles. Have you ever had the “impossible” come 
true in your life? Did you attribute it to God? If not, how might things be different if you did?

What could this mean in the context of reconciliation?
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What is KAIROS and how do I find out more? 
KAIROS is the ecumenical justice organization of eleven Canadian churches, church agencies, and religious communities. 

three groups are vital to all of our work:

Our member churches and agencies, and all their expressions, from the local parish or congregation to their 
global partners. 

KAIROS partners, who include many civil society and faith groups throughout the global South; Indigenous 
communities; migrant workers and their advocates; unions; civil society groups in Canada, and more.

AND	YOU.	

Join KAIROS!

Become a Companion or Community! 
KAIROS includes thousands of local Companions and hundreds of diverse Communities, 
without whom KAIROS’ work could never happen. Some are individuals; others are churches, 
and others don’t identify by faith. All are welcome.

Join the ecumenical movement for justice by becoming an individual Companion, and talk  
to your faith community or social justice group about becoming a Community. Join in  

KAIROS’ local and regional work by using our resources, committing to justice-centred ecumenical worship 
and prayer, and participating in events and actions. See http://www.kairoscanada.org/get-involved/companions-
communities/, contact us at connect@kairoscanada.org, or call toll free 1-877-403-8933 ext 221.

This resource is provided free of charge. Your donations support KAIROS’ work and help us keep our prices  
and registration fees as affordable as possible: http://www.kairoscanada.org/donations-2/

KAIROS	is	a	registered	charity	under	the	United	Church	of	Canada.	

KAIROS

August 2014, version 1


