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It has been a difficult year for many of us,
at home and around the world. But that
didn’t stop you from choosing compassion.
It didn’t stop you from choosing kindness
and generosity. We want you to be able to
take some time to celebrate. To pause and
reflect on the work that you’ve made possible.

Explore your local impact
in Alberta.
By choosing generosity you have chosen to
provide welcome to refugees looking for safety.
You have chosen to work toward restorative
justice and healing in our communities. You
have chosen to listen to, and amplify the voices
of Indigenous neighbours.
You made the choice to work for a better world.
Thank you.
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While much of 2021 continued to be a season of change for MCC
Alberta, your support and commitment to the work we do together
here and across the world did not waver. Thank you.
As I stepped into the Executive Director’s chair in the final three
months of our previous fiscal year, I was amazed to learn of your
commitment to the work of MCC Alberta.
Thank you to the over 290 volunteers who regularly showed
up and made 2021 the biggest year for Thrift in Alberta. Your
ongoing dedication and hard work served as MCC’s presence in our
communities and it allowed us to continue supporting our partner
organizations overseas.
Thank you to the congregations, communities and individuals who
partnered with us in our work last year. Not only did you help us
stay strong financially, but your generosity overflowed in responses
to crisis in Haiti and Ukraine.
Lastly, thank you to the staff that continued to serve on your behalf.
While these last several years have had their ups and downs, your
love and passion for the work of MCC allowed us to end the year
well, and gave us a good footing to build into the future.
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Thank you for your support. I look forward to getting to know you
in the coming years and working with you in what matters most;
working for relief, development and peace, in the name of Christ,
here and around the world.
Blessings,

Services for
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Coordinator

Taber Thrift Shop
Manager

Communications
and Marketing
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MCC ALBERTA
WORKS IN TREATY
TERRITORIES
In the spirit of respect and
truth, we acknowledge and
honour that our work is done
on the lands of Treaties Six,
Seven and Eight. These lands
are the traditional home of
the Cree, Dene, Inuit, Kainai,
Métis, Piikani, Salteaux,
Siksika, Stoney Nakoda and
Tsuut’ina peoples.
We are grateful to be able to
live, work and serve God the
Creator here. As a Christian
organization committed to
right relationships and the
Truth & Reconciliation
Commission’s Calls to Action,
we acknowledge the harm
done to the Indigenous peoples
of these lands. As Treaty
people, we strive towards
reconciliation in our words
and deeds.

Executive Director

RYA N S I E M E N S
E X E C U T I V E D I R E C T O R , M C C A L B E R TA
RYA N S I E M E N S @ M C C A L B E R TA . C A

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice and to love kindness and
to walk humbly with your God?”

Office
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Associate and
Program Director

Senior Accountant

Development
Coordinator

—MICAH 6:8 NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION (NRSV)
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The newcomers you welcomed came
from all over the world. Of the 21
families who arrived, eight were
Eritrean, eight were Syrian, two were
Somali, two were Ethiopian, and one
was Palestinian.

LOCAL
PROGRAMS

Your kindness
is reuniting
families, making
services
accessible for
MIGRATION &
RESETTLEMENT

CIRCLES OF SUPPORT
& ACCOUNTABILITY

SERVICES FOR
NEWCOMERS

Since international travel
resumed, sponsor groups
have been able to welcome
59 individuals to Calgary,
Edmonton and Brooks. It’s
been a special joy to witness
the reunion of families that
were once separated.

Circle volunteers supported
five former sexual offenders in
leading restored, accountable
and constructive lives.

Low German Mennonites near
Taber have had better access to
services through translation and
referrals.

Of those five, three have
graduated from the program
with approval from their
Circle that they can move
forward independently and
responsibly.

Thanks to translation services,
98 individuals were able to
apply for passports and 161
accessed government financial
and health care services.

A mother was reunited with
three of her five children, and
an Eritrean father and husband
was joined by four family
members. Meanwhile, young
people who arrived years ago
are growing up, graduating
and finding community.
Thank you for your
commitment to global
hospitality.
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CoSA volunteers gave 509
hours to support individuals in
rebuilding their lives, and that
support pays off with a 92.8%
reduction in offences by CoSA
graduates over 3 years.
Thank you for supporting
restorative justice and the
work of peace.

Online and in-person job
boards were viewed a combined
total of 2,381 times, increasing
access to employment.
On behalf of the Low German
Mennonite community, thank
you for supporting this unique
people group from Mexico and
South America.

Miriam Al Hussein with Phil and Barb Heidebrecht at her high school
graduation. The Al Hussein family were sponsored to come to
Canada by Bergthal Mennonite Church in 2016.
(Photo courtesy of Hatem Al Hussein)

“Why do you volunteer in a
Circle of Support and
Accountability?”
“Everybody should have the opportunity to be the best
they can be. As a member of society, I believe I have a
duty to help those who are hurting, and fortunately, I

newcomers,
and supporting
individuals
as they walk
their path of
restorative
justice.

have the time to support others in my community. I think
we’re serving a population that is often misunderstood
and ignored. Isolation is a concern for all of us, but I can’t
imagine the challenge for those who have little support as
they work to rebuild their life.”
CoSA volunteer
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MATERIAL
RESOURCES

MCC THRIFT
Greg Lang has been
managing Calgary Thrift’s
stamp and coin collection
since 2009. He collects
metal scraps to sell to
recyclers and uses the
money to purchase rare
items for Calgary Thrift to
sell.

Simon Eng has
volunteered in the Calgary
Material Resources Centre
since 2006. He loves
packing school kits, and
has packed more than
38,000 in his volunteering
career.
(MCC photo/Alex Scott)

(MCC photo)

Your gifts
show the
love of your “It’s not only about the stuff; it’s about the intent
behind the gift. We want people to know they
heart in the
are loved and cared for.”
work of your
RUTH GRIFFETH, volunteer at Calgary Material Resources Centre
hands.
MCC Alberta is thankful for the hours given to Material Resources from homes and churches across
the province. More than 130 donors shared their time, skills, talents and abilities through their gifts.
In the Calgary Material Resources Centre, 33 volunteers gave over 400 hours of their time sorting,
packing, folding and baling comforters for shipment.
More than 9,200 pencils, 5,000 toothbrushes, and 140 baby onesies made their way across Alberta
and then to the Central Canadian Warehouse in Ontario. From there, these gifts of love were given
to people in places like Haiti and Jordan.
Deepest thanks to the churches, community groups and individuals who gave of themselves to help
those in need.

5,812

Infant care
kits
8 MCC IN ALBERTA

1,816
Hygiene
kits

1,710

Comforters

1,151

School kits

815

Relief kits

“A box of coins came up for auction and I badly wanted to
purchase it. I realized a friend was bidding against me, and when
I told him the coins were for the MCC store, he stopped! I took
them to the store, where they sold for $340!”
GREG LANG, volunteer at Calgary MCC Thrift Shop

Thrift staff and volunteers in Calgary, Edmonton,
Lethbridge and Taber showed immense dedication. Over
290 volunteers gave their time and skills to ensure the
success of their shops. Together they donated a total
value of $1.29 million in work hours. Their gifts of time
are so valuable!
Total sales saw a massive 22% growth. Market analysis
shows that much of this growth came from shoppers
caring for God’s creation by purchasing secondhand,
which reduces landfill use and lowers demand for new
products.
Donations and purchases by people like you made the
difference. By supporting MCC Thrift, you are helping
your global neighbours improve their livelihoods by
accessing education, getting healthier and practicing
peace in their communities.

Your
purchases
empower
your global
neighbours.

$1,367,406

Donated by MCC Thrift shops in
Alberta to support the work of
MCC internationally.

61,784 hours
Donated by volunteers
in Alberta MCC Thrift Shops
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DEVELOPMENT

I was able to welcome
these people who just
came from these hard
places, and now I can
invite them to the
table to sit and to be
there and to eat this
warm meal. And I tell
them that now they’re
in a safe place, praise
the Lord, and that we
have friends around
the world.

Since 2020, GO!100 participants have taken challenges to raise funds for food, water,
health, livelihoods and peace projects around the world.
A total of 17 participants cycled, rode horseback, photographed wildflowers, and more
to raise $243,634, including a $50,000 match from The Flaman Foundation, for the
work of MCC. Thank you to the amazing participants for being so generous with their
time!

Anna, MCC Ukraine staff

Grow Hope connects urban and rural communities to support food security in
countries like India, Cambodia and Ethiopia. Farmers donate crop sales to MCC’s
account at Canadian Foodgrains bank. Donors join in by sponsoring acres to help
cover input costs.
Through that partnership, 317 acres were sponsored and $147,000 was raised for food
security and alleviating hunger. Some of those funds may be matched up to 4 to 1 by
the Canadian government, potentially multiplying the impact to $560,000! Thank you
to the Grow Hope farmers and the donors who partner with them!

Shaun, Linda, and Mihret Galloway are Grow Hope partners in
Fort Saskatchewan. (Photo courtesy of Shaun Galloway)
10 MCC IN ALBERTA

Farmers near Crossfield
and Sherwood Park
generously gave their
time, energy and land for
global food programs.

Volery Bolet of Saint-Jean-du-Sud, Haiti, participated in the
humanitarian aid distribution with MCC partner AVOREDES.
His family home was badly damaged in the earthquake.
(MCC photo/Paul Fast)

$4,623,251

MCC Alberta
donors gave
$469,352 to
relief in Haiti
and Ukraine.

8,068

million donated by generous Albertans

donations in Alberta

2,045

433

personal connections with donors

first time gifts to MCC Alberta
ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

40+

churches and
communities
working
together to
bring relief,
development
and peace in
the name of
Christ

If one were to glean only one story
from MCC Alberta’s finances, it
would be the dedication of its donors
and thrift shoppers. Thank you for
your passion and generosity towards
the work of MCC.

La Crete &
High Level

For audited financial statements, visit
mcccanada.ca/learn/about/reports
Grande
Prairie

1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-13
NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION
(NRSV)
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55++32139x
55

MCC ALBERTA FUNDING
SOURCES
Edmonton

“For just as the
body is one and has
many members, and
all the members of
the body, though
many, are one body,
so it is with Christ.
For in the one Spirit
we were all baptized
into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or
free—and we were
all made to drink of
one Spirit.”

Donations
increased
$737,100
year over
year

Linden &
Didsbury
Calgary
Lethbridge

This map shows the areas where partnering
churches are most concentrated.

Gem &
Duchess
Taber

PARTNERING CHURCHES IN OUR
PROVINCE
The churches partnering with MCC Alberta are
spread out as far north as La Crete and as far south
as Pincher Creek, a distance of over 1200 km!
There is a wide cultural and theological diversity
which includes rural Old Colony congregations,
urban Mennonite Churches, and a growing number
of newcomer churches. This great diversity comes
together as an extended MCC family to support
people facing conflict and scarcity.

40%

55%

0.6%

1.9%

2.5%

Donations

Thrift

Government
Grants &
Contracts

Material
Resources
Donations

$4,623,251

$4,058,953

$3,359,610

$157,724

$209,838
Other
Sources

$49,492

MCC ALBERTA DOLLARS
AT WORK
Forwarded to MCC Canada for
International Programs

Thrift sales
increased
$599,895
year over
year

Thrift

$1,992,204

53++87626x
53
26%

52.9%

5.8%

Administration

$602,696

Development

$566,476

Local Programs

$441,574

7.4%

7.9%

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022

13

Explore your global impact.

2021/2022
Annual Impact Report
CANADA

We just want to say thank you. Last year, in times
of conflict and unrest, you made the choice to
reach out and help your global neighbours.
We invite you to take a moment and reflect on
the difference you’ve made. Take a look back
at the stories made possible with your support.

Explore your global impact.
You brought relief to people facing war and
disaster. You gave the gift of clean water to create
healthier communities. You provided education
and training to help people improve their own
futures. You helped build peace.
We couldn’t be more grateful.

A THANK YOU FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MCC CANADA
2021/2022
BOARD MEMBERS

Brutal wars, unrelenting COVID-19, and the worst global
hunger crisis in decades.

Ron Ratzlaff

One could easily draw parallels to three of the Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse riding together across the globe.

Catherine Enns

But, for MCC, these crises don’t signal the end. In fact, we
choose to embrace this moment as yet another opportunity
to share God’s love with others. As we continue to abide in
Christ, we choose hope over despair. We choose action over
alarm. It is much like our response has been for more than a
century. We work with local partners to find the best ways
to respond to basic human needs in the name of Christ:

Treasurer, Member-at-large

MCC envisions communities
worldwide in right relationship
with God, one another and
creation. In our second
century of service, we
reaffirm our Christ-led
commitment to serve and
learn from vulnerable people
around the world.

The MCC Canada and MCC U.S. boards
identified these four strategic directions
to guide our work from 2021–2025:
1. Increasing the capacity of our partners

to help uprooted and vulnerable people

Cindy Klassen
Secretary, CCAL*

Eleanor Andres
Member-at-large

Jacquie Block

MCC Saskatchewan

• advocate for just and equitable global access to COVID-19
vaccines;

MCC Alberta

More than any year in recent memory, the challenges
we have faced as a global community have been immense,
multiple and overlapping. Of course, we all grow weary at
times. And yet, a deep hope springs from a shared, communal
response to loss and suffering. The Jesus message is not only
to individuals, but to communities who live his love into a
hurting world.
You have lived that love again this year through MCC,
and we are deeply grateful.

and constituents

4. Caring for God’s creation and supporting

Oscar Cardozo

Sandra Bunnett

2. Improving communication with churches
3. Increasing peacebuilding and justice work

Vice-Chair, Member-at-large

• provide food baskets and shelter for families fleeing
violence — from Ukraine to Syria to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo;

• help increase food security when food is hard to access.
Nicolás Yucra Gómez is part of MCC partner PRODII’s technical team. He is using soil conservation and irrigation techniques promoted by PRODII on
his land in Kisi Kisi, Bolivia, where he produces staple crops and experiments with new crops and growing techniques. As climate change is affecting
farming around the world, PRODII is helping local farmers find new and renewed ways to cultivate the land. (MCC photo/Annalee Giesbrecht)

Chair, CCAL*

RICK COBER BAUMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MCC CANADA

Eastern Canada

Ernie Engbrecht
Selena Friesen
CCAL*

Laura Hanna
CCAL*

Laurence Fontaine
Member-at-large

Janet Plenert
MCC Manitoba

Lynn Rempel
MCC Ontario

Peter Wolfe

MCC British Columbia
*Appointed by Canadian Council of Anabaptist
Leaders (CCAL), which includes Mennonite
Church Canada, Be in Christ Canada, Canadian
Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches,
Evangelical Mennonite Conference, and the
Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference.

communities harmed by climate change.

To read an online version of this report visit mcccanada.ca/annual-impact-report-2022

“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing.”
- JOHN 15:5 (NRSV)
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Without the food baskets Farah* and her siblings
receive through an MCC partner in Syria, they
wouldn’t have enough food to survive.
The price of fuel and the fluctuating global
economy are causing food prices in Syria to climb
even more dangerously out of reach for so many.
Farah’s parents had to flee Al Raqqa because of
the dangers of the ongoing conflict in Syria. Her
father tries to bring in money for the family by
collecting cardboard boxes and selling them to
a factory for recycling. Her mother is trying to
raise and care for all her siblings and some of their
cousins who live with them. She tends a small
garden to grow a few vegetables for the family to
eat. But what she can produce is far from enough
food for so many hungry stomachs.
If not for your generous gifts, Farah* and her
family would have almost no chance.
But with your support, and funding through
MCC’s account at Canadian Foodgrains Bank,
an MCC partner in Syria distributes monthly food
baskets to thousands of families like Farah’s every
month. A basket for one family costs $65 per
month. Your support helps families like Farah’s
every day.

“Knowing that a
food parcel is
always delivered
makes such a
difference in
our lives.”
A RECIPIENT OF FOOD
IN SYRIA

*Names have been changed or omitted
for security purposes.

Vivian Warkentin has
been donating through
MCC’s Share Your Table
program since March
2020. (Photo courtesy
of Vivian Warkentin)
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FOOD

Because of
your generosity,
Farah* and her
family have
food to eat.

Farah* and her siblings receive food through an MCC partner working in Syria. (MCC photo)

Donor profile

Food program highlights:

When Vivian Warkentin heard about Share
Your Table, MCC’s monthly giving program,
she knew right away it sounded like how she
wanted to help. “It really appealed to me as a
way to give immediate, sustained help when
people are most in need of emergency care.
I am most fortunate in living in a place where
food is something that is readily available …
that should be everyone’s reality!”

43,253

people trained in
improved agriculture
and animal production
methods

32,820

people received
agricultural
supplies, including
seeds and tools

96.5%

of women who
participated in a food
security project in Nepal
now have functional
kitchen gardens

74%

average increase in
income for participants
in a Palestine rabbit
raising project

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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The sun was barely in the sky when Pierre
Hérorol felt the earth shake beneath his feet.
The 7.2 magnitude earthquake devastated
much of southern Haiti and was the deadliest
disaster on the planet in 2021. Thousands
were killed, injured or left without safe
shelter. They lost their means to earn money
to buy food or medicine. But thanks to you,
Pierre’s story didn’t end there.
Your support meant MCC partners in Haiti
could distribute canned turkey meat and
relief kits to Pierre and other vulnerable
people, pregnant women, people with
disabilities or those whose homes had been
destroyed. One can of turkey costs around
$6.50 and contains about half the minimum
daily calorie requirement for someone in an
emergency situation. With damaged roads
and widespread flooding, that turkey was
the only substantial food many survivors
could find for days.
At a time when every moment mattered,
you ensured that MCC responded quickly
with life-saving relief.

RELIEF

Your gifts fed
vulnerable
Haitians after
a devastating
earthquake.
“Thank you for not
leaving us alone.
We’ve felt very alone
these last days…
hoping someone
would not forget us.”
A WOMAN WHO RECEIVED
EMERGENCY FOOD IN HAITI

Pierre Hérorol stands in front of his badly damaged home that he shares with five other people.
He received emergency food and supplies distributed by an MCC partner in Saint-Jean-du-Sud,
Haiti, after the August 2021 earthquake. (MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

MCC staff Anna Prokash
made this pot of borscht
while on kitchen duty at
a refugee shelter set up
by a local Evangelical
Baptist church in western
Ukraine with support from
MCC. The flowers she holds
were a handmade gift from
her youngest daughter.
(Photo courtesy of Anna Prokash)
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Staff profile

Relief program highlights:

Anna Proshak is a staff member of MCC in
Ukraine. Before the fighting escalated, she
helped support people displaced by conflict.
But in February, she and her family were also
displaced. Within days, she’d found safety and
began to help others by providing shelter and
meals. “Now I can invite them to the table
to sit…and to eat this warm meal,” she says.

169,603 117,200
people received
emergency
food assistance
globally

people received locally
purchased relief items,
including clothing,
kitchen items and
bedding

1,255

households
received home
repairs or
reconstruction

2,555

people received
financial support
or rent assistance

*Numbers on this page reflect the fiscal year ending March 31, 2022 and only include the first month of the Ukraine response.
ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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Tchana Atiaribou has a lot of factors working
against her dream of being a teacher. Burkina Faso
has some of the lowest rates of female students
on the planet. She was only in Grade 1 when her
mother died. And she lives far from her school
with no way to easily and safely travel the long
distance to get there.
But your kindness is helping her overcome
those challenges. Thanks to your support, an
MCC partner in Burkina Faso provides Tchana
and many other students like her the resources
they need to access a good education. Your
donations fund enrollment in school or work
apprenticeships, medical checkups, food, hygiene
items and counselling. And thanks to the bikes
they loan, Tchana doesn’t have to walk the total
30 km route every day.
Tchana says she wants to be a teacher, a reality
that would be impossible without the help she’s
receiving because of you. One bike costs $112
and that investment will carry many students to
and from school.

Thanks to your
kindness, Tchana
and her classmates
can access the
education they
deserve.

“Because my school
is paid for, I have
school supplies and
a school outfit. I have
fewer problems, my
teacher encourages
me often, she is a
second mother to me.”
ROUAMBA NOELIE,
A STUDENT SUPPORTED BY
SONG KIBSÉ IN BURKINA FASO

Through MCC partner
P4T, children and youth
have a safe place to go
each day, where they are
experiencing non-violent,
kind caregivers. (MCC
photo/Matthew Lester)
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EDUCATION

Tchana Atiaribou arrives home on the bicycle provided by MCC partner Song Kibsé, which she uses to travel
the long distance to and from school in south-central Burkina Faso. (MCC photo/John Clarke)

Partner profile

Education program highlights:

Daniel Ameny came to Uganda as a Congolese
refugee. Much of his childhood was spent
trying to figure out how to survive on his own
and get an education. He eventually started
P4T (Planning for Tomorrow), an MCC partner
in Uganda that supports education and child
development. “Doing something to serve those
who seem to be helpless makes me satisfied
with my life.”

15,754

children and youth
participated in
K-12 education
supported by MCC

28,981

children and youth
received education
supplies, including
MCC school kits
and locally
purchased items

97%

of vulnerable children
advanced to their next
grade in a South Sudan
school support project

87%

of children in an afterschool learning program in
Guatemala passed all their
courses — up from 51% at
the beginning of the project
ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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Farming in Potosí, Bolivia, at 12,000 ft of
elevation, isn’t easy. But it at least used to be
consistent. Farmers there knew when to expect
rain and when it would be dry. Now, due to
the disruptions of climate change, the once
consistent precipitation has become unreliable.
Where light rain once fell daily, farmers
experience weeks of drought interrupted by the
kind of driving rain that can scatter seedlings.
The thousands who make their homes high in
the mountains rely on their crops to survive.
But this way of life is in danger as they can
no longer rely on the weather. Thanks to your
donations, they now have the necessary tools
to adapt.
MCC partner PRODII is working in places like
Potosí to find creative and effective solutions
to collect and maintain their water supply in
the challenging mountain environments.
Using a system of reservoirs and water
collection, farmers in Potosí are ensuring
their water supply remains more constant.
Because of your generosity, the farmers of
Potosí are equipped to adapt to their changing
climate.

WATER

Because of you,
Teofilo’s crops
can survive even
when no rain falls.
“This used to be
only rocks, but
with the knowledge
I’ve acquired, I’ve
turned it into a
garden. Before this,
nothing grew,
but we’ve turned
rocky land into
cultivable land.”
TEOFILO COLQUE, A COMMUNITY
LEADER IN POTOSÍ, BOLIVIA

Teofilo Colque is a leader in the community of Chucarasi, Bolivia. Together with the rest of the community, he has
been able to diversify crops through irrigation and soil conservation techniques promoted by MCC partner PRODII.
(MCC photo/Annalee Giesbrecht)

Sheilagh Henry is
continuing her legacy
of generosity with a
gift in her will to MCC.
(Photo courtesy of
Sheilagh Henry)
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Donor profile

Water program highlights:

Sheilagh Henry has been giving to MCC
faithfully for more than 23 years; that’s how she
felt she could really make a difference. Sheilagh
recently decided to include a legacy gift for
MCC in her will so that work can continue after
she’s gone. “I don’t have children or a spouse to
leave money to. But it just seemed that I could
do a lot more good by giving a legacy gift.”

68,680 21,081
people now have
access to an
improved water
source

people now have
access to a new or
improved latrine or
sanitation facility

743

water harvest
structures
for irrigation
constructed
or repaired

83

drinking water
systems built
and repaired

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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In Nepal’s Dhading District, many villages
have very limited access to safe water and
clean bathroom facilities. Every year more than
800,000 people, including children, die from
diarrhea caused by dirty water or unsafe hygiene
practices. Nirmala did what she could to keep
her family safe, but she was limited without
additional resources and education.
But now, your support has given her the tools
and training she needs. Providing water to a
home like Nirmala’s costs around $390. Your
gifts helped MCC’s local partner build essential
infrastructure like handwashing stations, latrines
and taps for clean drinking water. They also
provide training for people like Nirmala so they
can keep their families healthy. The checklist
she now has on her wall reminds her how to
purify water correctly and has other tips like
handwashing techniques.
Since the project began, the rates of diarrhea in
the area for children under five have decreased
by 50%. That amazing result is because of
your support.
“The partner’s local knowledge, combined
with strong technical capacity for infrastructure
construction, has led to a very effective project
and significantly healthier communities,” says
Luke Jantzi, MCC representative for Nepal.

“I walk an hour each way
to school and knowing
that there is water here,
a place to change and
clean toilets is a relief.”
—Ruth Kakimwa (MCC
photo/Matthew Lester)
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HEALTH

Your donations
are keeping
Nirmala’s
family healthy.

“The impact of this
project on the lives
of children and their
families is incredible
to witness. Simple
interventions like
access to clean water,
handwashing facilities
and latrines can have
enormous impacts.”
PAUL FAST,
MCC HEALTH COORDINATOR

Nirmala Tamang, a participant in an MCC project in Nepal, stands beside a Clean and Healthy Village checklist
hanging outside her home. (MCC photo/Luke Jantzi)

Participant profile

Health program highlights:

Ruth Kakimwa, 19, is a student in Kasese,
Uganda, who is part of the health club at her
school, supported by MCC’s partner YAPISRD. “To me, I have also seen the stigma
against girls and menstruation go down. If
I need a pad, I know we have them at the
school, and I know I can make my own too.”

41,979

people received
direct clinical care

143,844

people received
hygiene items,
including
menstrual supplies

51%

fewer incidents of
fever and diarrhea
in children under
five as a result of
a project in Kenya

90%

of all new mothers in a
region in Haiti are screened
for pre- and postnatal mental
health needs and referred
as appropriate
ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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When the first vaccines were announced during the
COVID-19 pandemic, it quickly became clear that
the wealthiest countries were the ones with priority
access to the life-saving technology. But because of
your generosity, MCC has been a powerful leader
in advocating for Canada’s government to pursue
global vaccine equity.
MCC’s Peace & Justice office recognized that
globally we have enough vaccines and vaccine
manufacturing capacity to ensure that everyone
can be vaccinated. What was missing was
coordinated global political will. While some
countries, including Canada, have committed to
dose sharing and increasing global health funding,
there is still no resourced global vaccination plan.
The Peace & Justice Office has also lent its
advocacy expertise to Love My Neighbour, a multifaith organization dedicated to ensuring everyone
has access to vaccines, regardless of wealth.
Your support means moving everyday Canadians
and our government’s highest powers to recognize
how vital it is to ensure that vaccines are available
to everyone everywhere.

PEACE & JUSTICE

Your donations
are working to give
everyone access
to vaccines.

“Making sure people
have access to vaccines
everywhere, no matter
their citizenship, is
exactly the kind of
thing we want to lend
our experience and
voice to support.”
ANNA VOGT
CO-DIRECTOR OF MCC CANADA’S
PEACE & JUSTICE OFFICE

Margaret Amuai leads a women’s health group in Mathare informal settlement in Nairobi, Kenya. She received
training from CPN, one of MCC’s health partners that will be able to distribute vaccines as they are available.
(MCC photo/Matthew Lester)

“I love this work because it
presents an opportunity
to build bridges of
understanding with the
goal of strengthening
systems and structures that
support refugees.” (MCC
photo/Brenda Burkholder)
16 MCC IN CANADA

Staff profile

Peace & justice program highlights:

Kaylee Perez is a migration and resettlement
associate for MCC. She regularly meets with
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
staff and speaks for sponsorship agreement
holders like MCC. Kaylee is passionate about
leading communities to be involved in this
important ministry. “This program facilitates
a powerful and transformational government
and civil society partnership,” says Kaylee.

29,365 1,538 16,237
people trained
in conflict
transformation,
peacebuilding
or mediation

peace clubs
were active
last year

people participated
in peace clubs or
other peace
education

140

people attended the online roundtable
event on research findings around MCC’s
historical entanglements with National
Socialism. mcccanada.ca/NSresponse

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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When Reanna Teske started chatting online with
Khalil al Hamadi, she had no idea how they would
change each other’s lives.
Khalil was living with his wife, Nadeen al Zoubi,
and their children in the Zaatari refugee camp in
Jordan. They’d fled their home in Syria during
the war. Some 80,000 refugees call Zaatari home
today, despite the incredibly tough conditions.
Emergency food, water and medical care barely
sustain the people who live there.
But Reanna happened to see Khalil talking
about his experience on Facebook and struck
up a conversation. They chatted every day for
nearly two years and forged a friendship that led
Reanna to form a group to sponsor the family for
resettlement in Canada.
Because of your gifts, MCC could provide Reanna
and her group the support they needed to navigate
the logistics of the sponsorship process. But perhaps
more importantly, it meant that Khalil and his
family landed in a new country with a loving
community already waiting for them.
To this day, Reanna, Khalil and their families
remain close. “I think that’s been one of the
biggest surprises, these fast friendships and these
really close friendships that have become like
family,” says Reanna.

Because you
gave to MCC,
Khalil and his
family have
safety and
security.
“Thank you to
MCC for giving
my whole life hope
again. And then
to give me and my
kids and my family
and Nadeen a new
life in Canada.”
KHALIL AL HAMADI

Khalil al Hamadi, Nadeen al Zoubi and their children fled their home in Syria and were living in the
Zaatari refugee camp in Jordan before they were sponsored to come to Canada through MCC’s
refugee sponsorship program. (Photo courtesy of Khalil al Hamadi)

Volunteer profile
Karen Perez plays at
the park with Ramadan*,
one of the children of an
Ethiopian family that she
helped sponsor to move
to Oakville, Ont. (Photo/
Charlotte Ducsharm)
*Names have been changed or
omitted for security purposes.
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MIGRATION

When Karen Perez heard about an opportunity
to sponsor Ramadan’s* family to resettle in
Canada from Ethiopia, she jumped at the
chance. “I really wanted something that my
kids could be part of. We didn’t know anyone
and had no idea what this involved, but we are
so grateful we said yes!” Her family has since
gone on to sponsor the rest of Ramadan’s*
family who has been separated for five years.

Migration program highlights:

279

refugees came to Canada
last year through MCC’s
sponsorship program from:

Eritrea
Iraq
Ethiopia
Pakistan

43
18
17
15

Other countries include Afghanistan,
DR Congo, Myanmar (Burma),
Somalia, South Sudan and more.

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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GLOBAL
SERVICE
LEARNING
YOUNG ADULTS VOLUNTEERING
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

Sarah Janzen, from
Winnipeg, Man., spent
her SALT term as an
emergency response
assistant based in Beirut,
Lebanon. (MCC photo)

You are providing
young adults
opportunities
for growth and
service.

“I hope that the variety of work and experiences
from this year will continue to remind me that
my actions make a difference.”
SARAH JANZEN, 2021/2022 SALT PARTICIPANT

Sarah Janzen knew that spending a year in a new country and context
would be full of the unexpected. But, with MCC’s Serving and
Learning Together program (SALT), she was able to practice adapting
to the situation when she went from her home in Winnipeg, Man.,
to Beirut, Lebanon — a city in the middle of multiple crises.
“This year has often required changing my expectations: about
the availability of resources, the electricity schedule, government
involvement and what I’ll do or learn or experience,” she says. “I’m
also learning that no matter how much you change your expectations,
there is always a place for hope.”

seed

Reflection, Service, Peacebuilding

20 MCC IN CANADA

The SALT program celebrated its 40th anniversary last year. Since
1981, more than 1,300 SALTers have served in 58 countries. They
have walked alongside local communities, and have learned about
themselves and the world around them.
After SALT, Sarah wants to continue working in the non-profit world.
“I hope that the variety of work and experiences from this year will
continue to remind me that my actions make a difference and that
I can tackle whatever comes my way.”

CHAD

WHAT WILL YOUR
LEGACY BE?
With a gift in your will, you can provide a
brighter future for people around the world—
people like Hawa Bouba, who dreams of
having clean water for her entire community.
To learn more, visit: mcccanada.ca/legacy-giving

“Thrift volunteers and staff are making significant
contributions in their communities and in the lives of
people around the world. This anniversary is an opportunity
to celebrate and thank them for all that they do.”
A GRASSROOTS LEGACY

SCOTT D. CAMPBELL, MCC CANADA DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

In 1972, in Altona, Man., Susan Giesbrecht,
Linie Friesen, Selma Loewen and Sara Stoesz
opened up the very first MCC Thrift shop.
None of them thought the shop would even
last the year. “It grew much beyond what I,
or any of the four of us, thought it would
grow into,” says Giesbrecht, now 93 years old.
Before the shop opened, MCC used to
ship secondhand clothes all over the world.
Eventually, leadership determined the money
spent on shipping would be better spent
buying supplies locally. That’s when the
enterprising women came up with the idea
to turn used clothing into money.

HELPING PEOPLE

From the humble, grassroots beginnings,
MCC Thrift has grown into a thriving network
of 86 shops across Canada and the U.S. Since
1972, these shops have donated more than
$305 million to the work of MCC.
Proceeds from the shops support MCC
projects internationally and here at home.
When you purchase dishes at your local
MCC Thrift shop, you also help provide
emergency food for people fleeing conflict in
places like Ukraine. When you donate books
to an MCC Thrift shop, you’re helping to
provide reading material to students in places
like Rwanda. And when you pick up gently
used furniture, you’re helping provide support
to newcomers in Canada. Each time you shop,
donate or volunteer with MCC Thrift, you
help make the world a better place.
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Celebrating 50 years of
supporting MCC’s work in
relief, development and peace.
HELPING THE PLANET

Linie Friesen, Selma Loewen, Susan Giesbrecht and
Sara Stoesz founded the first MCC Thrift shop in
Altona, Man., in 1972. (MCC photo)

Alecia Weber sorts footwear in the warehouse at Thrift on
Kent in Kitchener, Ont. (MCC photo/Ken Ogasawara)

John Funk removes copper from electronics donated
to the Kildonan MCC Thrift Shop in Winnipeg, Man.
(MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

Mary Thiessen at the MCC Sales Store in Clearbrook, B.C.
in November 1975. (MCC photo)

Shopping at MCC Thrift also helps the planet
by keeping gently used items out of landfills and
reducing the amount of materials used to create
new things. As much as possible, MCC Thrift
shops work to resell, recycle or upcycle items to
reduce waste. In 2020, 1,908 people took the
Thrift First pledge and committed to try and
shop for secondhand clothes before buying any
new items. If each person who signed up bought
even three items secondhand instead of new,
that would have kept more than 5,700 pieces
of clothing out of the landfill!
Together with our volunteers, communities
and customers, we are working to create a
more sustainable future.

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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MATERIAL
RESOURCES

UKRAINE
CRISIS — FIRST
RESPONSE

Clara Rodríguez holds
two cans of MCC canned
meat that she received
through an MCC relief
distribution in Cuba. (BIC
Church of Cuba photo/
Ramon Guisa)

A woman and her grandson
at a child-care centre in
Ukraine which was turned
into a shelter by MCC partner
KECB when the conflict
escalated in February. The
shelter also provides food and
other resources like medical
care and hygiene products.
(Photo courtesy of KECB)

Your support
brings relief in
times of crisis.

“We give thanks to God… that this blessing
[of boxes of canned meat] could arrive in our
hands to bless so many families.”
PASTOR JESUS GABRIEL ACOSTA, CUBA

Material resources
shipped last year:

491,940

Canned meat (lbs)

41,700
Hygiene kits

91,218
School kits

38,148
Comforters

22,496

4,721

1,860

5,371

Relief kits

Sewing kits
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Infant care kits

Dignity kits

“We are preparing food every day — you have
given to our hands something that we can
provide to other people.”
PAVEL*, DIRECTOR OF KECB

In the midst of
war, your support
provided emergency
food and shelter to
people in need.

The situation in Cuba was incredibly dire when a shipment
of MCC relief kits and canned food arrived. The ongoing
pandemic and U.S. trade embargo created a period of immense
scarcity. Store shelves were sitting empty in much of the country
and people were unable to get the resources they needed.
“People had told me they haven’t had an egg or any kind of
meat for six months,” says Bonnie Klassen, MCC area director
for South America, Mexico and Cuba. “They were out of
toothpaste, so they were brushing their teeth with soap.”
But your caring support meant that people like Clara Rodríguez
got the food and hygiene items they desperately needed. Nearly
20,000 kg of supplies including relief kits, hygiene kits and
canned chicken — collected and packed by MCC volunteers —
were distributed by MCC partners in Cuba.

Nurses Olena,* Tetiana and Tetiana
help at the medical station set up
by MCC partner St. Clement Centre.
The centre has expanded its services
to provide emergency humanitarian
assistance, including food, hygiene
supplies and medical treatment. A
doctor, pharmacist and nurses work
as part of the team. (Photo courtesy
of St. Clement Centre)

Svetlykh*, 70 years old, lives alone
on a small pension in a village* in the
Nikopol district. MCC’s partner, New
Life Charitable Fund, has a team of
30 volunteers and about seven
staff who distribute food packages
to Svetlykh and others. New Life
is helping internally displaced and
transient people who plan to travel
further and seek safety in western
Ukraine. (Photo courtesy of New Life)

Staff and volunteers of MCC partner
Charitable Foundation Uman Help
Center prepare food for vulnerable
and internally displaced people.
Uman provides MCC hygiene kits and
relief kits as well as food and housing
assistance to vulnerable residents
in the Uman Cherkasy region. They
also provide humanitarian supplies
and ready-to-eat meals to people
evacuated from other locations. (Photo
courtesy of Uman)

*The names of people pictured and some locations have been shortened or omitted for security.
Reporting on this page only reflects MCC’s response until the end of March 2022.
ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2021/2022
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Canada

49 MCC workers
$15.2 million

United States

185 MCC workers
$8.1 million

131 MCC workers
$17.1 million

Multi-Region

$9.6 million

TOTAL EXPENSES:

$93,537,000

Disaster
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workers

participants in Global Service Learning
programs as of July 31, 2021:
YAMEN
20
IVEP
15
SALT
17
Seed
14
SOOP
10
Summerbridge
7

Dollar figures on map
represent direct program
expenses without fundraising
and administration costs.

FINANCES

*For a detailed list of funding
sources see the electronic
annual impact report appendix
online at mcccanada.ca/annual-report.

1,034

projects

Africa

84 MCC workers
$6.9 million

TOTAL REVENUE:

$138,036,000

Direct program
expenses

Funding sources

(outer ring)

$74,283,000
79.41%

Donations

$78,987,000

Thrift

$19,703,000

Other sources*

$13,842,000

Government grants

$9,352,000

t

Material resources

en

The financial information on
these pages presents the combined
operations in Canadian dollars
of the MCCs in Canada and the
U.S. for the year ended March
31, 2022. More detailed financial
and program reporting, as well
as complete audited financial
statements are available at
mcccanada.ca/annual-report.

496

partners

83

Latin America &
the Caribbean

MCC
around
the
world

126 MCC workers
$7 million

Europe & the
Middle East

381

countries

Asia

459 MCC workers*
$10.3 million
*includes MCC Thrift staff

45

Core mission
support:
Fundraising
$6,509,000
6.96%

D eve

m
lo p

Core mission
support:
Administration
$12,745,000
13.63%

$7,054,000

Non-government grants

$5,889,000

Relief sales

$3,209,000
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