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ENCOURAGE  
ONE ANOTHER 
A message from MCC Manitoba’s Executive Director

For nearly 100 years Mennonites around the world have 
turned toward a common goal – to build each other up. 
First, by sending humanitarian assistance in the form of 
food, clothing and money to our brothers and sisters in 
war-torn Russia in the 1920s. Then by sending a team 
of relief workers from North America to help those 
suffering the consequences of war rebuild their lives and 
regain long-term sustainability. 

It was these first moments that formed Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) as we know it today. Now 
on the eve of MCC’s Centennial year in 2020, the 
Apostle Paul’s words from Thessalonians still ring true. 

In the following pages you’ll find stories about the 
good you bring about as a supporter of MCC. Stories 
of volunteers, donors and supporters like you who’ve 
carried MCC’s ministry of relief, development and peace 
into your own communities through events, fundraisers 
and shopping at your local MCC Thrift shop. Stories 
of friends and partners who have come alongside us to 
campaign for peace and reconciliation.

Supporters like you have welcomed with open arms 
new neighbours fleeing as refugees to Canada, you’ve 
attended workshops and sessions meant to build 
relationships and equity between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people of Manitoba, and most of all, you 
have built up your neighbours locally and globally. This 
report is our acknowledgement and appreciation of the 
trust you put in MCC to help bring about our shared 
vision of a peaceful and just world. 

Thank you for your kindness, generosity and 
compassion. May it take us into the next 100 years of 
relief, development and peace in the name of Christ. 

DA R RY L  LO E W E N

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R ,  M C C  M A N I TO B A

DA R RY L LO E W E N @ M C C M B . CA
11Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, as indeed 
you are doing.
 — 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NSRV)
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ABOUT MCC MANITOBA

For over 50 years, Manitobans have supported the international efforts of MCC and have worked to manifest relief, 
development and peace globally and locally – including right here in Manitoba. Because of your support, MCC has 
been able to walk alongside Manitobans to build community and foster new relationships. Read on for a sample of 
how your support makes a difference and find out more at mccmb.ca.

MCC MANITOBA WORKS IN TREATIED TERRITORIES 

MCC is committed to building right relationships with one another, God and creation. MCC Manitoba offices are 
located on Treaty 1 territory, the traditional land of the Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota people and the homeland of 
the Red River Métis Nation. Their stewardship of this land and their hospitality allows us to live, work and serve God 
the Creator here, for which we are deeply humbled and grateful. 

As participants in the covenant of TREATY 1, we acknowledge the harms that have been committed to the Indigenous 
peoples of this land by those of us who have settled here, and we strive toward reconciliation in our words and deeds. 
MCC Manitoba’s work extends to all five of the Treaty Territories in the province and seeks to prioritize equity, justice 
and Indigenous self-determination according to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Yvonne Stoesz 
MCM

Peter Nickel  
RMC
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2%1%

DOLLARS AT WORK

$9.8 
MILLION

19%

14%

67%

International Programs 
$6,621,949 

General Contributions 
$5,673,392

Manitoba Programs
$1,854,624

Thrift Shops
$2,983,859

Admin and Fundraising
$1,362,545

Material Resources
$519,378

Other Income
$369,431

Fundraising Events
$158,991

Government Grants
$130,000

*staff current as of March 31, 2019

MCC MANITOBA STAFF*

EXECUTIVE OFFICE

Darryl Loewen 
Executive Director

FINANCE &  
ADMINISTRATION

Carlee Friesen  
Director of Finance  
(Manitoba & Saskatchewan)
Jonathan Schmidt

Martha Brandt

COMMUNICATIONS  
& DONOR RELATIONS

Valorie Block 
Director 
Allison Zacharias

Brad Reimer

Elizabeth Kessler

Kendelle  
Romero-Fawcett

Luam Tesfamariam

Simone Thiessen

PROGRAMS

Deborah Martin-Koop  
Director
Belloty Kabamba-Braun

Jaymie Friesen
Jennifer Saner-Harvey

Joanna Hiebert Bergen

Kerry Saner-Harvey

Maysoun Darweesh

Meron Mekonnen Geberu

Tena Klassen

Tina Fehr Kehler

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE

Viniece Blain 
Director
Alison Greenslade

Josué Figueroa

Heather Kidd

Laura Murray

Rachel Isaak

MATERIAL RESOURCES

Gord Letkeman

Sophia Bezoplenko

MCC MANITOBA 
FINANCES

FUNDING SOURCES

$9.8  
MILLION

58%30%

5%
4%

At MCC Manitoba we are humbled 
every day by the thousands of souls that 
with each gift, action and relationship 
help advance our ministry of relief, 
development and peace in the name of 
Christ. 

When we look back over the last year* 
of activities and events we are filled with 
gratitude. Whether it’s packing relief 
kits, sewing comforters, shopping at our 
thriving MCC Thrift shops, attending 
one of our volunteer-led community 
events or making a personal gift to MCC, 
we are so blessed by your support.  

As author and philosopher Henri 
Nouwen says, whether as supporters 
or as the ones asking for support “we 
are drawn together by God, who is 
about to do a new thing through our 
collaboration.” You have supported 
MCC through challenging times and 
times of triumph, and as we head 
into commemorating MCC’s 100th 
anniversary, we look forward to finding 
new ways to connect and inspire you 
through MCC’s work here in Manitoba 
and around the world.  

We are grateful for your 
support and are eager to 
continue this good work 
with you!

*April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019
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A LEGACY OF HOPE 
Celebrating 40 years of private refugee sponsorship through MCC
Forty years ago, MCC became the first 
agency to sign an agreement with the 
Canadian government to allow for 
the private sponsorship of refugees. 
Since the signing of this first-of-its-kind 
agreement, more than 3,200 refugees 
have been welcomed by kind and 
compassionate individuals, groups of 
friends, churches and communities in 
Manitoba. 

Through private sponsorship, 
compassionate Manitobans have helped 
refugees fleeing drought, conflict, 
flooding and other disasters find a 
new place to call home. This includes 
Winnipeg’s Hoa Chau (pictured above) 
who was among the first group of 
Vietnamese “boat people” to arrive in 

Manitoba in 1979. 
Hoa, his wife and seven of their 

siblings had fled from Saigon to 
Malaysia where they spent nine months 
in a refugee camp. They were later 
sponsored by the Mennonite church in 
Lowe Farm and arrived in Manitoba 
on Aug. 25, 1979. Hoa Chau is one of 
hundreds of Vietnamese who fled their 
home country to find safety in Canada. 
His story is the beginning of a legacy of 
hope that you, as an MCC supporter, 
are helping create.

Today, there are more people than 
ever before displaced by conflict, 
drought, flooding and other disasters. 
In 2017, the UNHCR, also known as 
the United Nations Refugee Agency, 

reported a record 68.5 million people 
were displaced from their homes. 
For MCC, this means recruiting and 
supporting sponsorship groups is 
of vital importance. We know the 
generosity of Manitobans will continue 
– whether as sponsorship groups or 
caring neighbours building community 
with newcomers.

Over the 2018-2019 year, 102 refugees 
were welcomed to Manitoba through 
MCC from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Iraq, 
Syria, DR Congo and Somalia. 

Thank you for helping 
newcomers feel at home in 
Manitoba!

Pastor Hoa Chau and wife Lan Chau with their 
Vietnamese Mennonite Church parishioners on a 
Sunday morning. The Chaus were one of the first 
families privately sponsored as refugees to arrive in 
Manitoba through MCC in 1979 as part of a first-of-its-
kind agreement with the Canadian government.  
(John Woods/Winnipeg Free Press)

BECAUSE NEED KNOWS NO BORDERS

As a global non-profit organization that strives to share God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ, MCC works in 
over 50 countries and right here in our backyard. In the pages that follow you’ll find stories and reports of work MCC is doing 
locally in Manitoba by working towards long-term solutions in areas of Abuse Response and Prevention, Indigenous Neighbours, 
Migration and Resettlement, Peacebuilding and Advocacy and service programs like Summerbridge for youth and young adults 
to serve in their home community. In addition, you’ll learn about our social enterprise Sam’s Place which creates opportunities for 
youth and young adults to overcome barriers to employment through job skills training. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to walk alongside our fellow neighbours in a 
variety of ways and in many communities right here in Manitoba.

FOSTERING HEALTHY 
RELATIONSHIPS
Abuse Response and Prevention is a 
Canada-wide MCC program that works 
domestically to address the realities 
of interpersonal violence and to assist 
those in need. MCC Manitoba seeks to 
equip churches, organizations, families 

and individuals with the resources, 
supports and knowledge necessary to 
prevent and respond to abuse in trauma-
sensitive ways. As part of these efforts, 
a new Abuse Response and Prevention 
website was launched. Thank you for 
supporting this important resource! 
Visit the website to find out more at 
AbuseResponseandPrevention.ca.
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FATHER AND SON VOLUNTEER TOGETHER
When 14-year-old Jae Min Lee was 
looking for volunteer work, he didn’t 
expect his dad would want to join him. 

The grade 9 student wanted to 
improve his social skills and gain job 
experience and found an opportunity 
to do both at Sam’s Place in Winnipeg. 
Soon, impressed with what he saw, his 
father Dwight Lee decided to join them. 

Sam’s Place is a café and bookstore 
run by MCC in Winnipeg’s Elmwood 
neighbourhood.  It provides valuable 
mentorship and job training for 
youth who face significant barriers 
to employment. This is the first time 
a father and son have volunteered at 
Sam’s Place together.

Dwight has already been in the 
workforce for years, but recently moved 

to Winnipeg from Incheon, South 
Korea.

“At first I didn’t think about doing 
the volunteering here, but when I 
came here with my son, I thought it 
was very interesting and good for the 
neighbourhood. I decided I wanted to 
join this volunteering. Helping others 
makes me happy,” Dwight explains.

For Jae, volunteering at Sam’s Place 
is a way to prepare himself for the 
next two years of high school in which 
volunteering will help him earn school 
credit.

“Maybe (volunteering here) will help 
me prepare for it. It’s helping me learn 
to communicate with strangers. I’m 
usually a little shy,” he says.

In 2018-2019, Sam’s Place saw over 

40 youth and young adults take part 
in the volunteer-based job training 
program.

Find out more at http://Sam.Place.

Father and son Dwight Lee and Jae Min Lee both 
volunteer at Sam’s Place. After seeing the great 
experience Jae Min was having at Sam’s Place, Dwight 
decided to join him in order to gain experience working 
in a restaurant, help him practice English and learn 
more about Canadian culture.  
(MCC photo/Rachel Bergen)

A MEANINGFUL EXPERIENCE 
When Valeriia Alipova was a child 
living in Zaproizhzhia, Ukraine, she 
received an MCC school kit containing 
items she couldn’t find in her 
hometown. Now 20 years old, Valeriia 
spent last summer working for the 
organization that helped her as a child. 

Valeriia took part in MCC’s 
Summerbridge program at Bethel 
Mennonite Church in Winnipeg 
working as a pastoral assistant. 
Summerbridge participants are paid 
to serve in their home congregations 
and communities, taking on important 
projects and experiencing the 
fulfillment of Christian service. Because 
of your support, MCC can offer this 
valuable learning experience for young 
people in Manitoba!

“I received a school kit in grade five 
and it was an amazing present for me. 

I opened it and there were crayons 
and fancy notepads and in Ukraine I 
couldn’t find anything like that,” says 
Valeriia. “My faith is associated with 
relief, development and peace. For me, 
Summerbridge is bringing together 
my faith and a dream of working for 
MCC.”

Valeriia Alipova served with MCC’s 
Summerbridge program at Bethel Mennonite 
Church in Winnipeg working as a pastoral 
assistant. Summerbridge is an 8–12 week 
summer opportunity for young adults of diverse 
cultural backgrounds.    
(MCC photo/Rachel Bergen)

For me, 
Summerbridge is 
bringing together 
my faith and a 
dream of working 
for MCC.

I [found] [Sam’s 
Place] very 
interesting and 
good for the 
neighbourhood. I 
decided I wanted 
to join this 
volunteering.
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CELEBRATING THE 
TREATIES
Thanks to the generosity of supporters 
like you, MCC Manitoba was able to 
co-organize and sponsor the second 
edition of the We Are All Treaty 
People Celebration at The Forks in 
Winnipeg on September 16, 2018. The 
event is organized in partnership with 
the Society of Friends (Winnipeg) 
and the United Church of Canada 
(Winnipeg) to bring awareness of treaty 
responsibilities and a way to build 
and celebrate relationships using food, 
storytelling, crafts, music and dancing.  

“I have a right to be here thanks to the 
gracious hosts, the Indigenous people 
of Treaty 1 territory. It makes me want 
to be a good guest. The Treaties stated 
we would share this land together 
in a good way,” says Kerry Saner-
Harvey, MCC Manitoba’s Indigenous 
Neighbours Program Coordinator. 

“This event is an opportunity to look 
back on the promises we made as a 
treaty family. We are here together (at 
the celebration) as a family.” 

“WE COULD REALLY 
SEE THE IMPACT”
5 HUTTERITES. 10 MENNONITES.  
14 DAYS IN ZIMBABWE.

Long-time supporters Sheila and 
Clarence Reimer joined MCC 
Manitoba on a learning tour in 
February to southern Africa to 
visit MCC-supported projects. The 
Reimers say it was an opportunity they 

“couldn’t pass up”.
The Learning Tour had 15 

participants and traveled throughout 
Zimbabwe visiting MCC partners 

like Kulimambobuni Training 
Centre (KMTC) where farmers 
are experimenting with different 
conservation agriculture techniques 
such as rotating crops to improve soil 
condition and maximize yields. 
“It affirmed for me that we have so 

much to give here in North America 
and it makes a difference for people 
who live [in Zimbabwe],” Sheila says. 

“It’s exciting to see what happens with 
funds that are donated.”

MCC THRIFT SHOPS 
IN MANITOBA
Our MCC Thrift staff, volunteers and 
shoppers help make a difference right 
here in Manitoba and around the 
world.

In 2018-2019, MCC Thrift shops 
contributed $2.98 million toward 
MCC’s local and global relief, 
development and peace work. Proceeds 
from an MCC Thrift shop not only 
support young families in Nepal, 
farmers in Ethiopia and refugees fleeing 
war-torn countries like Syria and 
Iraq, but also supports local programs 
that extend MCC’s ministry of relief, 

development and peace around the 
province.
“Ever since I was in university 

I always wanted to work for a 
grassroots mission-based organization. 
I love MCC because of that, and 
though Thrift is not technically a 
program I get the privilege to work and 
see it as a mission-based platform for 
the community and for the larger MCC 
global mission,” says Robin Searle, 
Chief Operating Officer at Kildonan 
MCC Thrift Shop in Winnipeg.

“This event is an 
opportunity to 
look back on the 
promises we made 
as a treaty family. “

Treaty Commissioner for Manitoba, Loretta Ross 
and Neil Von Gunten, who previously worked 
in Mennonite Church Canada’s Indigenous 
Relations attended the We Are Treaty People 
Celebration at the Forks in September.   
(MCC photo/Rachel Bergen) 

Several Manitobans took part in a Learning Tour 
to southern Africa to see MCC-supported food 
projects in Zimbabwe. The tour was led by MCC 
Manitoba’s Executive Director Darryl Loewen 
and focused on projects that educated farmers 
about the benefits of conservation agriculture.
(Supplied photo)

“It’s exciting to 
see what happens 
with funds that are 
donated.”

“I get the privilege 
to work and see 
[Thrift] as a mission-
based platform for 
the community and 
for the larger MCC 
global mission.”

Robin Searle, Chief Operating Officer at 
Kildonan MCC Thrift Shop in Winnipeg.  
(MCC photo)
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ENDING GLOBAL HUNGER 
In 2018, Grow Hope farmers and 
donors helped raise an amazing 
$174,240 of support for food programs 
from 334 acres. Matching funds 
provided by the Canadian government 
helped those dollars grow up to 
$871,200 of funding for MCC’s food 
projects and programs in more than 50 
countries around the world. Thank you 
for supporting Grow Hope!

Kyle Friesen of H & M Farms is 
one of Grow Hope’s newest partners.          
H & M Farms is a family-run business 
in Altona and grows various crops 
including corn, beans, wheat and oats. 
Kyle dedicated 40 acres of the farm 
to the Grow Hope campaign and sees 
his involvement as an extension of his 
livelihood, as well as a calling from 
God.

“It comes down to, as farmers, what 
we’re doing is providing food for our 
neighbours, for the country, for the 
world.  So this naturally fits in with 
what we have a passion for – providing 
food for those who need it,” says 
Friesen.

Find out more at mccmb.ca/GrowHope.

[This] naturally fits 
in with what we 
have a passion for – 
providing food for 
those who need it.

Kyle Friesen of H & M Farms is one of Grow 
Hope’s newest partners. Kyle dedicated 40 
acres of his farm to the Grow Hope campaign 
for the 2018 season which raised 334 acres in 
total. (MCC photo/Rachel Bergen)

A SUMMER ADVENTURE
On July 7, 2018 Elaine Hofer 
participated in her first trail ride on 
a bicycle to raise funds for MCC’s 
water program in Lebanon. Elaine is a 
member of Green Acres – a Hutterite 
community near Wawanesa, Manitoba. 
She rode the 45km Cycle Clear Lake 
trail with six others from Green 
Acres and five people from the Baker 
Hutterite Community. 

Organized by a committee of 
volunteers, the event raised funds for 
MCC water projects in Lebanon. This 
was especially significant to Elaine 
because she and others at Green Acres 
helped sponsor a family of Syrian 
refugees – Najwa, Reyad and their 
children Ali and Raghad – who had 
passed through Lebanon on their way 
to Canada.

“When you stand with so many 
fellow bikers and you feel the hearts 
connected in a passion for biking and 

fundraising, you know it was worth 
it,” says Elaine. “I feel a sense of 
responsibility to try to ensure that more 
can take part in the future. My dream 
would be to fill a bus of young people 
for the event.” 

Thank you to all the Cycle Clear 
Lake participants and volunteers who 
helped make this year’s event a success! 
You helped raised over $43,000* to 
provide clean water to families in 
Lebanon.

Elaine Hofer carries her bike over a wet section 
of the trail during Cycle Clear Lake on July 7, 
2018. Elaine and members of both Green Acres 
and Baker Hutterite communities participated in 
the annual fundraising event at Riding Mountain 
National Park.     
(MCC photo/Meghan Mast)

[When] you feel the 
hearts connected in 
a passion for biking 
and fundraising, you 
know it was worth 
it.

COMMUNITY GIVING 
We owe a debt of gratitude to dozens of hardworking and passionate volunteers who 
fundraise on behalf of MCC. By holding a fundraiser you’re helping transform the lives 
of people affected by hunger, poverty and injustice. Thank you!

      *All volunteer-led events are reported as net proceeds.
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SPRING FEST 
With the help of amazing volunteers, 
MCC Manitoba hosted the annual 
Spring Fest on May 25 and 26 which 
featured a quilt show and plant sale. 
A wide variety of carefully crafted 
handmade quilts were for show and 
sale, as well as quilting fabric and 
products and plants. Proceeds from 
this event support the work of MCC’s 
Material Resources Centre in packing 
and shipping relief kits worldwide to 
those displaced by disaster or conflict. 
Relief kits contain much-needed 
hygiene supplies like soap, towels and 
toothbrushes. Thank you to everyone 
who participated in Spring Fest and 
helped raised $15,000*!

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Thank you to everyone who attended 
the 16th annual MCC Manitoba Golf 
Tournament in support of Sam’s Place! 
This annual event is organized by a 
dedicated volunteer committee who 
ensure that every golfer has a great 
time on and off the course. About 128 
golfers participated in the tournament 
which raised over $34,000* for MCC 
Manitoba’s social enterprise Sam’s 
Place – a café and bookstore located 
in Winnipeg that provides job training 
for youth and young adults who face 
barriers to employment.

BRANDON RELIEF SALE
After 34 years the Brandon Relief 
Sale continues to see growth and this 
year was no exception. From amazing 
handcrafted quilts to furnishing a 
room with only green items (did you 
catch the Green Booth last year?) – the 
Brandon Relief Sale continues to be a 
great place to find unique items! The 
2018 Brandon Relief Sale raised over 
$65,000*. The annual sale features 
crafts, produce, baking, quilt and 
sausage sales, special music, children’s 
activities and a Mennonite dinner of 
farmer sausage and perogies.

 *All volunteer-led events are reported as net proceeds.

All activities in this report reflect the fiscal year of April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.

Thank you to the countless friends and partners of MCC Manitoba who host community 
fundraisers and events in support of MCC’s relief, development and peace work around 
the world. There aren’t enough pages in this report to name every single one of you, but 
that doesn’t change the amazing difference you make in the lives of so many people, and 

for that we can’t say thank you enough!

Tina Hildebrand (left) and Suzy Friesen enjoy 
the quilt show at MCC Manitoba’s annual Spring 
Fest on May 25, 2018. Spring Fest features 
a plant sale, quilt show and sale, BBQ and 
tea room. The event supports MCC’s relief 
work around the world.                       
(MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

Frank and Betty Friesen (right) accompanied 
by their daughter Mandy Falk and her husband 
Nathan (left) golf at an MCC Manitoba golf 
tournament. MCC Manitoba hosted its annual 
charity golf tournament at Bridges Golf Course 
in support of MCC’s relief, development and 
peace work on July 11, 2018.  
(MCC photo/Allison Ralph)

Tamara Hofer (left) and Tracy Hofer (right) sell 
produce at the Brandon MCC Relief Sale. The 
34th annual Brandon MCC Relief Sale was held 
on September 22, 2018 in Brandon, Manitoba.  
(MCC photo/Nikki Hamm)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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Gaudence Nzotungandushe, a widow and the mother of two girls who attend MCC-supported Hope School 
in Burundi, says her daughters no longer need to go hungry for days. Now that they eat every day through a 
school meal program, they no longer get sick and they are learning in class. (MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

It was 99 years ago that a number of concerned Mennonite 
and Mennonite Brethren groups met in July 1920 in Elkhart, 
Indiana, and pledged to help people who needed it. They had 
received a visit from Mennonite representatives in southern 
Russia (present-day Ukraine) who, due to the events of  
the Russian Revolution, were starving. The actions that 
resulted from that meeting led to the creation of Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC).

MCC set up its first feeding kitchen on March 16, 1922,  
in Khortitsa, providing simple and much-needed meals for 
people of all backgrounds. Then, MCC sent a shipment  
of 25 tractors and plows to southern Russia in June 1922.

Continuing in the spirit of those acts, in the 99 years since  
that meeting, MCC has grown and shaped into a global relief, 
development and peace agency, with a working presence in  
53 countries, supporting 646 projects with 453 partners.

The world has seen a great deal of change since 1920.  
Video chat and social media have replaced letters and 
telegrams, international transportation and trade connects  
us more than ever before, and the world has been rocked by 
wars, conflicts and disasters of all kinds. But despite a world 
that has changed around it, MCC’s mission has remained 
steadfast: relief, development and peace in the name of Christ.

With churches, sponsors and partners spanning the whole 
globe, MCC works to be an example of God’s compassionate 
love for all in the world.

RELIEF, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE  
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST  
SINCE 1920
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Relief 8
“This food, it gave us hope.  
This help cannot be measured.”

 
FRANCESCO ZUBA, 
MOZAMBIQUE

Peace + 
Justice 13 

“Because of Mittaphab  
(an MCC project), my life 

has changed so much.”
 

PHOUDTHIDA SOUKALOUN, 
LAOS
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“As Christians, we can’t  

stand by and watch  
these children get sick.”

 
ADELINE SAINVILUS, 
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“Before this, we had no 
access to clean water. 
We had to walk nearly an 
hour to fetch water from 
the nearest stream.”

 
MAHEDI, AFGHANISTAN
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Mennonite Central Committee (MCC),  
a worldwide ministry of Anabaptist churches, shares God’s love and 
compassion for all in the name of Christ by responding to basic human 
needs and working for peace and justice. MCC envisions communities 
worldwide in right relationship with God, one another and creation.

Luis Norberto Mosquera dries cacao 
seeds on his farm in the Lower San Juan 
region of Chocó, Colombia in 2018. Through a 
cacao project run by MCC partner Weaving Hope Agricultural 
Foundation (FAGROTES/Fundación Agropecuaria Tejiendo Esperanza), 
Mosquera received technical assistance in cultivating and processing cacao, and his farm 
is now used as a model for other farmers in the project. (MCC photo/Alex Morse)
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AREAS OF FOCUS
1. Caring for the lives and 

futures of uprooted and other 
vulnerable people.

2. Providing water, food and 
shelter first in times of hunger, 
disaster and conflict, then 
education and ways to earn 
income.

3. Working with churches  
and communities to prevent 
violence and promote peace 
and justice.

4. Investing in opportunities  
for young people to serve  
in Canada, the U.S. and  
around the world.

5. Serving with humility and  
in partnership to meet local 
needs with local solutions.
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MESSAGE FROM 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Many of you are familiar with MCC’s distinctive canned  
meat and hand-sewn comforters. We call these items  
“material” resources. 

But, earlier this year, when I visited Ukraine and helped 
distribute some of these gifts, I didn’t hear primarily about the 
material impact. Of course, people thanked us for the nutritional 
value of the turkey or chicken, and the physical warmth of the 
hand-knotted coverings. But, time and again, they expressed 
something much more intangible. “We felt God’s love.”  
“You brought us hope.” “We were not forgotten after all!” 

Cans of meat and colourful comforters are amazing gifts,  
shared by you as a sign of God’s love. That love is also felt when 
you support MCC and our partners in developing life-changing 
projects. Together, we help farmers increase harvests through 
conservation agriculture. We help displaced people develop new 
skills and entrepreneurial abilities. We give children a better 
chance at success through innovative education programs.  
We help communities stay strong and resilient in the face of 
conflict through peacebuilding training. 

Why is sharing these gifts of love so central to MCC’s work? 
In part, it’s about encouragement. This year, MCC staff 
made a special effort to encourage each other, as Paul’s letter 
to the Thessalonians invites us to do. In turn, we pass along 
that encouragement by connecting you, MCC’s supporting 
community, with our global neighbours.

We believe that encouragement travels in both directions.  
As we share our gifts, encouragement flows back to us and we 
“build up each other.”

As you will see in this year’s report, we are approaching  
our 100th anniversary of relief, development and peace in the 
name of Christ. We want to express our deep gratitude for  
your part in building up communities worldwide. May you  
also be encouraged.

In Christ’s peace,

R I C K  C O B E R  B A U M A N

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ,  M C C  C A N A D A

“ Therefore encourage one another and build 
up each other, as indeed you are doing.”  
 — 1 Thessalonians 5:11, NRSV



INDIA
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Vladimir Kozlov distributes relief supplies such as comforters, canned meat and relief 
kits at a distribution in Nikopol, Ukraine. It’s estimated that 1.5 million people have 
been displaced by the conflict in eastern Ukraine. MCC’s partner, New Life Fund,  
offers relief, support and care for families who have been forced to relocate away 
from their homes. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

Relief
In situations of conflict or disaster, MCC is there — 
providing funds for emergency food and shelter, as well 
as supplies like relief kits. We also support long-term 
recovery projects such as rebuilding homes, providing 
employment through food- and cash-for-work projects 
and helping people heal from trauma. In all our relief work, 
we partner with local communities to reduce conflict and 
meet their most basic needs.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners, 
people in crisis received essential support. Together we…

RESPONDED TO DISASTER IN MOZAMBIQUE AND MALAWI 
More than 3 million people were affected when Cyclone 
Idai devasted southeast Africa in March 2019. Working 
with local partners and Brethren in Christ churches, we 
provided food assistance and other materials, such as 
towels, blankets and soap, to more than 2,000 families in 
Mozambique and Malawi.

RESPONDED TO HUNGER IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC  
OF THE CONGO 
Ongoing conflict in DR Congo means millions are  
facing severe food insecurity. MCC partnered with 
the Mennonite Brethren Church of Congo to provide 
emergency food relief for displaced families living in the 
Poste displacement camp. As a result of this project,  
the average food consumption score in Poste increased  
by 57%, which means families were able to eat a wider 
variety of healthy foods more often.

RESPONDED TO DISPLACEMENT IN UKRAINE 
Around 1.5 million people have been displaced by the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine. MCC is working with dozens 
of local partners to provide food, shelter, social care, 
emotional support and job training to those who cannot 
return to their homes.

“This food, it gave us hope. This help cannot  
be measured. It gave us a message of comfort  
and hope at a time when we had none.”

 

FRANCESCO ZUBA, COORDINATOR FOR AN MCC  
PARTNER IN BEIRA, MOZAMBIQUE, ABOUT EMERGENCY  
FOOD BASKETS PROVIDED TO 450 FAMILIES AFTER  
CYCLONE IDAI.

31
Number of disasters  
to which MCC 
responded, including 
ongoing conflict in Syria 
and DR Congo, and 
flooding in India 

1,533
Households received 
home repairs or 
reconstructed homes

5,206
Individuals received 
financial support,  
cash transfers or  
rent assistance

144,956
Individuals received 
emergency food 
assistance

50,215 
Individuals received 
locally purchased  
non-food items
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Mohammad Dwakat (right), 12 years old, with his teacher Saly Khreysat.  
Mohammad is deaf and blind. MCC supports the deafblind unit at The Holy Land 
Institute for Deaf and Deafblind Children in Salt, Jordan. The unit is the only facility 
in Jordan that provides care and education for children who are both deaf and blind. 
(MCC photo/Meghan Mast)

“I’m grateful for this school. If it weren’t here, my children 
would have no education…. The school cares not only  
for my children but for me, too. We’re treated like people.  
We are not forgotten.” 

 
BUJENIYA MPFAYOKURERA, WIDOW AND MOTHER OF 
THREE, WHOSE CHILDREN ATTEND MCC-SUPPORTED 
HOPE SCHOOL IN NYANGUNGU, BURUNDI.

Education
We work alongside local communities and partners to: 
increase access to education, especially for low-income 
families, girls, ethnic minorities and children affected by 
disabilities, HIV or violence; improve education quality 
through professional development for teachers and 
educational materials; support vocational training to  
help youth find work; promote initiatives to develop  
young people’s potential as leaders.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners, 
children had the opportunity to learn. Together we . . .

PROVIDED EDUCATIONAL CARE TO ROMA CHILDREN IN SERBIA 
MCC partner Bread of Life’s work saw 97% of their students 
successfully finish the year and pass their grade with no 
students dropping out. They also saw parental support of 
their children’s education increase 54% from the beginning 
of the project.

INCREASED ACCESS TO GOOD SCHOOLS FOR STUDENTS IN INDIA  
The education model used by MCC partner Tomorrow’s 
Foundation has seen great success in Kolkata, India. 
Learning levels in all three core subjects (Bengali, English 
and math) improved by 13% from last year and average 
attendance in 11 schools increased by 12% in the same 
period.

SUPPORTED JOB TRAINING FOR RETURNING MIGRANTS IN 
HONDURAS  
Vocational training and psychological support by MCC 
partner Mennonite Social Action Commission targeted youth 
who were deported back to Honduras. Their work led to 25 
youth graduating from the program this year and 36 youth 
participating in support groups to work through emotional 
issues and trauma. 

24,628
Children and 
youth participated 
in K-12 formal 
education

5,919
Children and youth 
participated in 
early childhood 
education

19,720
Children and 
youth participated 
in non-formal 
education

1,642 
Children and 
youth participated 
in programs for 
students with 
special needs

1,649
Teachers 
participated in 
professional 
development

4,641
Children received 
scholarships or 
tuition support

3,569
Youth received 
vocational training
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42,838
Individuals attended 
agricultural training 
sessions 

42,649
Individuals received 
nutrition training

29,193
Individuals received 
agricultural supplies 
such as seeds or 
tools

6,851 
Children received 
food at school

“We don’t just work with huertas (greenhouses), we work 
with climate change and teaching people about the earth. 
Families aren’t just learning how to eat well; they’re also 
learning to care for the environment” 

 

VICTORIA MAMANI SIRPA, TEACHER FOR MCC PARTNER FUNDACIÓN 
COMMUNIDAD Y AXIÓN IN EL ALTO, BOLIVIA.
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Kinda Mukanda received tools, seeds and land to grow food in Tshikapa, Kasai province, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo). Mukanda was displaced from her home 
during the Kasai conflict. (MCC photo/Kabamba Lwamba)

Food
MCC works with local partners around the world to make 
sure there is food today, food tomorrow and food for all. 
During conflict or disaster, we provide emergency food 
assistance. We work with farmers on techniques to improve 
soil health and increase yields. We advocate for government 
policies that allow everyone to access enough food, and 
our livelihoods projects provide materials and livestock for 
people starting new opportunities. 

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners, 
people’s food security improved. Together we…

HELPED FARMERS FARM BETTER IN BOLIVIA 
Through training in conservation, nutrition, sanitation and 
commercialization for 316 farmers, the percentage of 
participants that have adopted improved soil and water 
conservation practices went from zero to 70%. 

TAUGHT ANIMAL FOOD PRODUCTION IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL 
Teaching 170 households in Gaza to raise rabbits resulted  
in 90% of those homes increasing their level of food security 
by 30-50%. Thirty percent were also able to make money 
from rabbits on top of feeding their families. 

PROVIDED EMERGENCY FOOD SUPPORT IN SOUTH SUDAN 
Funded through MCC’s account at Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, more than 1,000 vulnerable households in South 
Sudan’s Rubkona, Pariang and Bentiu counties received 
emergency food items such as sorghum, beans, cooking  
oil and salt. 

WELCOMED NORTH KOREAN FARMERS 
In summer 2018, MCC Canada hosted a delegation  
from North Korea focused on learning about agricultural 
research and farm practices in Manitoba. Opportunities  
like this to build relationships person-to-person are  
“a gift on the pathway to peace.”
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Mahedi (name changed for security), a participant in an MCC-supported project, stands 
proudly near the clean water source that he helped install near his home in Central Highlands, 
Afghanistan. The Central Highlands is currently experiencing a devastating drought.  
(MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

Water
More than two billion people don’t have access to safe 
and secure drinking water. Women and girls walk for hours 
daily to collect water for cooking and cleaning; livelihoods 
suffer because farmers cannot irrigate their crops or water 
their livestock. MCC works with local partners to make sure 
people have access to clean, reliable water close to their 
communities.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners, 
people’s access to clean water increased. Together we…

IMPROVED ACCESS TO LATRINES IN AFGHANISTAN 
With support from the Government of Canada, we’re 
providing WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) support  
to more than 75,000 people in Afghanistan. Since the 
project started in 2016, homes with access to latrines  
has gone from 20 to 77%.

REPAIRED WATER PUMPS FOR REFUGEES IN CHAD 
Thousands have been forced to flee into southern Chad 
due to violence and conflict in Central African Republic. 
With our partners, we’re replacing and repairing water 
pumps in the three largest refugee camps, providing safe 
drinking water for around 15,000 people.

BUILT WELLS IN NICARAGUA  
Partnering with Christian Medical Association in Nicaragua, 
we built three wells and provided training at eight schools,  
reaching nearly 1,100 people. Now 83% of students at 
those schools have access to potable water. 

276
Water harvesting 
structures for irrigation 
constructed or repaired

1,743
Latrines built or repaired

879
Drinking water systems 
constructed or repaired

22,629 
Individuals received 
access to a new or 
improved latrine or 
sanitation facility

54,161
Individuals provided with 
access to an improved 
water source

“Before this, we had no access to clean water. We had to walk nearly an hour 
to fetch water from the nearest stream, and it was dirty from the community 
and animals upstream. My children were often sick. Without water we also 
could not dream to grow vegetables or fruit near our home. This is a great 
change for our family and village. My children are not sick with diarrhea  
and more, we can grow this beautiful garden” 

 

MAHEDI (NAME CHANGED FOR SECURITY), ON THE NEWLY INSTALLED 
CLEAN WATER SOURCE NEAR HIS HOME IN AFGHANISTAN.
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Teius Rosemary and her 10-month-old daughter Augai Sauris are successful 
participants in MCC’s mobile child malnutrition clinic in Degrave, Haiti. 
(MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

“As Christians, we can’t stand by and watch these 
children get sick and die when we know that we 
could help when we know how little it takes to help. 
As a nurse, I know how to help, and now I can.  
I praise God each day for that.”

 

ADELINE SAINVILUS, A NURSE LEADING MCC’S MOBILE 
CHILD MALNUTRITION CLINIC IN CENTRAL HAITI.

Health
MCC focuses on improving the well-being of vulnerable 
people, including: teaching prevention of HIV and other 
communicable diseases; providing care and supplies 
for people living with HIV and AIDS; improving access 
to clean water, sanitation and hygiene facilities (WASH); 
working with mothers to promote healthy lifestyles in 
their families; responding to gender-based violence; and 
working with traumatized communities.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local  
partners, people’s health improved. Together we…

PROVIDED CARE FOR MOTHERS AND INFANTS IN KENYA 
Pregnant women and young children are the most 
vulnerable groups in Nairobi, Kenya. MCC-supported 
maternal and child health care groups provided care 
and medication to nearly 33,000 mothers and children in 
the area, and saw the rate of children receiving effective 
feeding rise from 9% to 47% after two years.

COUNTERED CHILD MALNUTRITION IN HAITI  
Every week, a team of nurses venture into the 
mountainous Artibonite department of Haiti to provide 
medical care for families with children suffering from 
malnutrition. This project has helped more than 160 
children and over the length of the project, 98% of 
children have been able to fully recover at home without 
needing hospitalization. 

REACHED ZERO  
In two remote regions in Haiti, MCC helped reduce the 
number of deaths from cholera in a year to zero from 291 
through education and the construction of nearly  
800 household latrines.

20,881
People tested for HIV 

61,480
Individuals attended 
health and HIV 
information/awareness 
sessions

75,889
Individuals received 
improved hygiene 
awareness sessions



25,652
Individuals trained in 
conflict transformation, 
peacebuilding, or 
mediation strategies

3,890
Individuals participated in 
community mobilization 
to prevent violence and 
promote peace

5,614 
Individuals received 
psychological support or 
trauma counselling 

11,207
Individuals participated in 
274 peace clubs around 
the world
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Peace and Justice
MCC believes God calls us to a life of peace and non-
violence. We teach peacebuilding strategies and conflict 
resolution skills. Our restorative justice programs help 
individuals and churches find healthy ways to deal with 
harm and conflict, respond to and prevent violence 
and sexual abuse. Through our Indigenous Neighbours 
program, we strive to build respectful relationships 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local  
partners, peace was more than just a wish. Together we…

SAID FAREWELL 
At the end of this fiscal year, MCC ended its 65-year-old  
work in Newfoundland and Labrador, which included a 
host of projects, often administered alongside Indigenous 
communities. This transition will enable MCC Canada to 
focus more intentionally on Canadian advocacy issues. 

TAUGHT PEACE BY MEDIATION IN LAOS 
In the culturally and religiously diverse communities of 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Laos), MCC educates 
community leaders on effective conflict mediation. This 
year, 75% of the conflicts overseen by village mediation 
committees were settled by mutual agreement of the 
parties involved.

EDUCATED ON SOCIAL JUSTICE IN BURKINA FASO 
In southwest Burkina Faso, more than 900 students took 
part in peacebuilding training through MCC partner  
Seeds of Peace Association. Now, 95% of these students 
say they’ve built a complex understanding of violence, 
civic responsibility and human rights.

ADVOCATED FOR INDIGENOUS RIGHTS 
The Ottawa Office and MCC’s Indigenous Neighbours 
network called on supporters to support Bill C-262—
legislation on UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. As a result, 166 messages were sent to 77 local 
MPs and each senator received 1,627 letters.

Peace camp participants practice their listening skills by responding to commands during 
a session at a peace camp for youth in Thalat village in Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
(Laos). (YSPP photo/Alouny Souvolavong)

“Because of Mittaphab, my life has changed so much.  
I can say that I’m now the one who understands more 
about other people and who won’t judge other people 
without knowing them well enough.” 

 

PHOUDTHIDA SOUKALOUN, 20, A VOLUNTEER WITH MCC PARTNER 
MITTAPHAB’S PEACE CLUBS IN LAOS.
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Idris Fikak (pictured in 2017) lifts his daughter and gives her a kiss. Idris and his wife 
Khadija Fikak are originally from Eritrea but spent most of their lives at a refugee 
camp in Sudan. They and their children were sponsored to resettle in Canada in 
2013 by a group from Forest Grove Community Church in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
Members of the congregation worked with MCC to support the Fikak’s refugee 
application. “We want to bring our family up here in Canada, where there’s hope,” 
says Idris. (Photo courtesy of Nicole Marie Photography)

“I want people to know that supporting refugees 
is not something to be afraid of, that they’re only 
going to add to our society.”

KA LEE-PAINE, WHO WAS TWO YEARS OLD WHEN HER  
FAMILY WAS SPONSORED AS REFUGEES BY AN ONTARIO  
CHURCH IN 1979 THROUGH MCC’S AGREEMENT WITH  
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT.

Newcomers
Around the world people become displaced when they are 
forced to flee their homes because of conflict or disaster. 
MCC walks with uprooted people around the world in a 
variety of ways, including: addressing the root causes of 
conflict and migration; supporting refugees and internally 
displaced people; informing Canadians about refugee 
policies and advocating for fair legislation; promoting 
refugee sponsorship and supporting churches through  
the sponsorship process.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners,  
the lives of displaced people improved. Together we…

CELEBRATED 40 YEARS  
March 5, 2019, marked the 40th anniversary of one of 
MCC Canada’s greatest legacies—the creation of the 
first private refugee sponsorship agreement with the 
Government of Canada. This agreement was the first of 
its kind, allowing Canadian churches and other groups 
to privately sponsor refugees to resettle in Canada with 
a support system. More than 12,500 refugees have been 
resettled in Canada through MCC since 1979.

ENGAGED WITH STUDENTS  
The Ottawa Office hosted a two-day student seminar 
on global migration and human rights for 27 university 
students. 

ADDRESSED THE HOUSE  
MCC’s Ottawa Office testified before a House of 
Commons standing committee, outlining the root causes 
of forced migration and advocating for the hundreds of 
thousands of displaced people with whom we work.

46.9% 17.3% 6.4% 6.3% 
 Syria  Eritrea  DR Congo  Iraq

23.1%
Other countries—Pakistan, 
Somalia, Colombia, Ethiopia, 
Myanmar (Burma), Sudan 
and more

637  refugees came to Canada through MCC’s resettlement program in 2018. 
They came from
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Join MCC’s centennial campaign to bring peace, 
reduce poverty and eliminate injustice. 

www.ourfaithourfuture.ca

MCC is turning 100
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Who I am
“I feel like my identity as a 
Christian is even stronger. 
This year of service has 
truly strengthened my 
faith and confidence in 
Christ.” —Alexandro Marthin 
from Indonesia served with YAMEN 
in Bogotá, Colombia. 

God’s great love
“I have learned to love 
and respect all people. 
I really feel how much 
God loves all people. 
He loves us. I can feel 
His love for me and the 
people here.” —Salina Bhandari 
from Nepal served with YAMEN in 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.

New hospitality
“[SALT] taught me and 
showed me such deep 
hospitality that my 
idea of what it means 
to be hospitable has 
forever been changed.”  

—Natasha Neustaedter Barg,  
from Manitoba, served with  
SALT in Vietnam.

Self-discovery
“It has really helped me 
develop myself and 
my relationship with 
God.” —Frank Driedger 
from Ontario served with 
SALT in the Republic of 
Korea (South Korea).

Daily prayers
“[IVEP] has made me reflect 
a lot on who I am… I have 
been praying every day for 
God to make me a better 
man and show me what he 
wants from me.”  

—Raul Esteves from Brazil served  
with IVEP in British Columbia

The missing piece
“God has a special connection 
with us and when you find 
that special vibe with God, 
one that is unique to the 
two of you, you’ll be amazed 
at what you have been missing 
all along.” —Lindokuhle Manana  
from Eswatini (formerly Swaziland), 
served with IVEP in Alberta

22,029 
Relief kits

53,198 
Comforters

10,934 
Infant care kits

63,560
Hygiene kits

667,839
Canned meat (lbs)

129,100 
School kits

2,220
Sewing kits

Material Resources
A TANGIBLE SIGN OF GOD’S LOVE IN TIMES OF CRISIS

MCC stands with those who are suffering and cares for their  
needs in times of disaster, war or conflict. Through material 
resources centres in Canada and the U.S., MCC receives,  
packs and ships donated goods to countries around the world.  
We provide relief kits, school kits, hygiene kits, sewing kits, 
comforters, canned meat and more.

This year at a glance…

INCREDIBLE VOLUNTEER SUPPORT 
We are incredibly thankful for the families, churches, retirees, 
school and community groups and volunteers who donated  
their time packing kits, tying comforters, quilting, canning meat  
and helping out in a variety of ways.

NEW DIGNITY KITS  
Our first shipment of MCC’s new dignity kits has been received 
by local partners in South Sudan. Dignity kits contain reusable 
menstrual hygiene supplies for women and girls.

PENCILS AND PAPER AND CRAYONS…OH MY! 
This year, requests from our partners for school kits increased.  
We shipped 60% more kits than the previous year, providing 
treasures for families who struggle to afford basic school supplies.

Global Service Learning
YOUNG ADULTS VOLUNTEERING IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
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Edmonton, Alberta

Edmonton, Alberta

Waterloo, Ontario

Brandon, Manitoba

Ottawa, Ontario

MCC Thrift volunteers from across Canada, from left:  
Tirfe Weldemariam, Frieda Dick and Rosemary Fisher

Hundreds of volunteers give their time to Villages, one or more days on  
a weekly or monthly basis — and we couldn’t succeed without them!  
From left: Kokeb and Norma, Karmen, and Lynn and Roberta.

 “Ten Thousand Villages 
has changed my way  
of seeing the world.”  

—Marie Blydt-Hansen, 
volunteer

MCC Thrift Shops
WHERE EVERY PURCHASE IS A GIFT TO THE WORLD

As a non-profit network with 50 shops across Canada, MCC 
Thrift supports MCC’s relief, development and peace projects. 
Thrift shops also help build strong, resilient neighbourhoods, 
and encourage people to reuse and re-purpose gently used 
items as a way to care for the environment. 

This year at a glance…

PILOT PROJECT WITH BLOGGERS   
We’re always working to find new ways to introduce people  
to the work of our shops and this year was no exception.  
We partnered with bloggers in B.C. to help share the vision 
of MCC Thrift on social media with audiences who might not 
have otherwise heard about us.

ONTARIO’S REPURPOSE CENTRE IS MAKING AN IMPACT 
The work of our rePurpose Centre in Elmira, Ontario,  
has seen 1.3 million pounds of goods sold that would 
otherwise have been bound for local landfills. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF THRIFT 
We’re so thankful for the more than 5,000 people who  
volun  teer their time, talents and passion in all our  
shops across Canada.

Ten Thousand Villages
CHANGING THE WAY THE WORLD GIVES

Started in 1946 by MCC, Ten Thousand Villages is the oldest 
and largest fair trade organization in North America. As MCC 
Canada’s fair trade social enterprise, Ten Thousand Villages 
Canada creates opportunities for artisans around the world 
to earn income by bringing their products and stories to 
shoppers. Each year, Ten Thousand Villages empowers more 
than 20,000 artisans through fair trade principles. 

This year we…

PROVIDED SUPPORT FOR ARTISANS AROUND THE GLOBE 
We worked with artisans like Shamima Begum, a Bihari 
seamstress working with Hajiganj Handicrafts in Bangladesh 
who creates beautiful throw blankets from discarded saris,  
to empower women and their communities. “Every time I see 
my products going out through the front door of [Hajiganj],  
I feel proud to be a Bihari,” says Begum. 

BECAME A GUARANTEED MEMBER OF THE WFTO  
Ten Thousand Villages is a founding member of the World 
Fair Trade Organization (WFTO) and this year we finalized 
our efforts to achieve status as a Guaranteed Fair Trade 
Enterprise. The high standards of this designation speak  
to the commitment we share in ensuring artisans receive  
fair pay for their amazing work.

$19,275,000 
Donated by MCC Thrift shops in Canada and the U.S.  
to support the work of MCC this year.

Kitchener, Ontario
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19%

48%

16%

12.5%

4.5%

48.5%

19%

6%

6%

9.5%

6%5%

Finances
The financial information on these pages presents the combined operations of the MCCs in Canada and the U.S. 
(excluding Ten Thousand Villages Canada) for the year ended March 31, 2019, expressed in Canadian dollars, 
and has been prepared from the audited financial statements of the respective MCCs. Complete audited financial 
statements for each of the MCCs, including notes, are available upon request or at mcccanada.ca.

Cash and other
$49,632,000 

Government
$9,637,000

Thrift
$19,275,000 

Non-government
$5,358,000  

Material resources
$6,190,000 

$6,080,000

Relief sales
$5,848,000

Contributions

Grants

Other

Relief
$20,947,000 

Administrative
$13,637,000 

Development
$51,763,000 

Fundraising
$4,914,000 

Peace
$17,343,000 

DOLLARS AT WORK

$108.6 MILLION
FUNDING SOURCES

$102 MILLION

Expenses

*  Additionally, a portion of restricted 
funds were used according to budget 
for international program expenses.
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Education
$11,749,000

$17,224,000

Food security & 
sustainable livelihoods
$17,423,000

Peacebuilding
$8,528,000

Health
$10,138,000

Restorative justice
$181,000

Migration & resettlement
$336,000

Conflict prevention
$2,016,000

Sustainable community development

Disaster response

Justice and peacebulding

Africa
$19,484,000 

Asia
$13,799,000 

Canada
$11,634,000 

Europe & Middle East
$15,768,000 

Latin America & Caribbean
$8,007,000 

Multi-region
$10,589,000 

United States
$10,772,000 

25%

INTERNATIONAL + 
DOMESTIC PROGRAM 

EXPENSES

BY REGION 15%

21.5%
12%

13%

12%

9% 17.5%

INTERNATIONAL 
PROGRAM EXPENSES

BY THEME 26%

17%

15%

25.5%

12.5%

.5%

3%

.5%

Region
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Canada
472 MCC workers*

$11.6 million 
*includes Thrift  

United States
207 MCC workers

$10.8 million 

Latin America  
& the Caribbean

118 MCC workers
$8 million 

Africa
157 MCC workers

$19.5 million 

MCC AROUND THE WORLD

53
countries

453
partners

648
projects

1,190
workers
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Asia
189 MCC workers

$13.8 million 

Multi-Region
$10.6 million 

Europe & the  
Middle East

47 MCC workers
$15.8 million 

Global Service Learning†

28  YAMEN* participants 
*YOUNG ANABAPTIST MENNONITE  
EXCHANGE NETWORK 

49  IVEP* participants 
*INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

48  SALT* participants 
*SERVING AND LEARNING TOGETHER

28 Seed participants

16 Summerbridge participants

22 Summer Service participants

46 SOOP* participants 
(Canadian participants only) 
*SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES WITH OUR PARTNERS 

†Numbers represent participants who began their service  
term between April 1, 2018 and March 31, 2019.
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The work and ministry of MCC is possible thanks 

to the continued and faithful support of people 

like you. Your choice to partner with us allows us 

to care for and support hundreds of thousands  

of vulnerable people around the globe. 

Together, we can offer opportunity, respite, 

relief and peace to those experiencing conflict, 

disaster, poverty and illness. We do this in the 

name of Christ, who said there was no greater 

commandment than to love our neighbours.  

Your donations, prayers and gifts of service 

help communities worldwide experience right 

relationship with God, one another and creation.

We also acknowledge the generous support of 

the Government of Canada, whose significant 

contributions help fund many of our projects 

around the world. 

 Thank you
for being part of the MCC story…



Maria Elena Algarañaz de Masabi hugs Karen Gomez Algarañaz 
(5) at MCC partner El Comedor de Niños (the Comedor) in Bolivia 
where she is a social worker. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

Tamara Hofer (left) and Tracy Hofer (right) sell 
produce at the 2018 Brandon MCC Relief Sale.   
(MCC photo/Nikki Hamm)



MCC Canada
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 

MCC Alberta
210-2946 32nd Street NE 
Calgary, AB T1Y 6J7

MCC British Columbia
201-33933 Gladys Avenue 
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2E8

MCC Manitoba
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9

MCC Maritimes 
249 Highfield St. Suite 1 
Moncton, NB E1C 5R3

MCC Ontario
203-50 Kent Avenue 
Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1

MCC Québec 
200-4824 Chemin de la 
Côte-des-Neiges  
Montréal, QC H3V 1G4

MCC Saskatchewan
600 45th Street West 
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5W9

www.mcccanada.ca

30082019so2.5c-cdn

Issa Ebombolo, MCC peacebuilding coordinator for Zambia and Malawi, unloads cooking oil in the village 
of Tomali as part of MCC’s Cyclone Idai flood relief project in Malawi. (MCC photo/Amanda Talstra)

 
 
@mccpeace 

 
@mccorg


