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A Message from MCC’s
Eastern Canada Coordinator
In Luke chapter 4, at the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus
speaks the words of Isaiah 61:1. This prophecy illuminates the way
ahead for how we can best serve God. At MCC in Eastern Canada,
2018-2019 was a year filled with joy, hope, change and mourning. In
the midst of being called to new places, we were able to participate
in the divine mission of bringing good news, supporting healing and
taking action with the hope of breaking the chains that hold us in
places of poverty, privilege, hopelessness and oppression.
We said goodbye to several colleagues over the past year. As a result
of structural and financial changes within MCC Canada, the
Newfoundland and Labrador program closed after 65 years of
work supporting restorative justice, peacebuilding and sustainable
livelihoods projects, often alongside Indigenous communities.
We are deeply grateful to Marty and Dianne Climenhage, former
regional representatives, for their years of service to MCC and to
Newfoundland and Labrador.
Alannah DeJong’s position of MCC Maritimes’ youth and online
engagement facilitator was also ended. Alannah served with MCC
for one year with great diligence and creativity, and we wish her
well as she pursues new goals in her home province of Ontario.
After many years of MCC service in West Europe and Québec,
Jean-Victor Brosseau retired from the position of Eastern Canada
coordinator in the fall of 2018. His pastoral leadership and deep
care of MCC’s workers, partners and beneficiaries have left a
lasting legacy.
During this time of change, MCC has been blessed to walk
alongside our many partners and connected churches in Eastern
Canada. Read on for stories of healing through restorative justice,
of addressing the damaging effects of colonialism, of peacebuilding and bringing people together and of connecting around
the world to share the love of Christ in tangible ways.
We thank you for your prayers and support as we strive to live out
Jesus’ love for all and walk in step with the Spirit of the Lord God.

CHRISTINA DUNFIELD
EASTERN CANADA COORDINATOR,
MCC CANADA

“The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because
the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners.”
— Isaiah 61:1 (NIV)
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An orientation to Montreal for
IVEP participants Carine Ouoba,
Maryna Bogomaz and Arthur
Natoyim by MCC Québec staff.
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Festival Sales across Atlantic Canada.

Benjamin Gagné
Camp Péniel

Cover photo: Pastor Adam Greeley with the biggest beets ever grown at the Harbourview Elementary community garden in Dartmouth, NS,
part of an MCC-supported project. (Photo courtesy of The Well Church)

* Formerly in this position.
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“I like to get a ‘fair income’ for the work I do.
When I purchase product at Ten Thousand
Villages, that means artisans and producers
around the world are getting a ‘fair income’ too!”
—Linda Bunnett, Store Manager.
(Photo/Olivia Moss)

MARITIMES
In the Maritimes, 2018–2019 was a time of staff transition.
In the fall, Christina Dunfield moved into the role of Eastern
Canada coordinator and Jessica Wall took over as Maritimes
regional representative. After Jessica’s resignation we welcomed
Dianne Climenhage to the representative role. We are grateful
for the work that both Christina and Jessica undertook during
their time with MCC Maritimes and excited to see where
Dianne’s leadership takes us. We also bid farewell to our youth
and online engagement facilitator, Alannah DeJong.
Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Maritimes
program review. We heard appreciation for our efforts to work
relationally with churches and partners; encouragement to
increase awareness of our local work; support for our work
toward building right relationships with Indigenous peoples;
and desire for greater connection with Anabaptist churches.
Our work is made possible through our supportive donors,
constituents and local partnerships – thank you for helping
us build healthier, more peaceful communities!

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES REACHES
ACROSS ATLANTIC CANADA
Passing through the small town of Petitcodiac, NB, you may
not realize that you’ve passed a Ten Thousand Villages store
(MCC Canada’s fair-trade social enterprise). It has been here
for 34 years and sends out volunteers and fair-trade goods to
Festival Sales in over 30 communities across Atlantic Canada.
For more information follow “Ten Thousand Villages Canada
(Petitcodiac, New Brunswick)” on Facebook, stop at the store,
or call (506) 756-2021. Your support makes a difference in the
lives of artisans around the world!

LEARNING TO LIVE OUT THE PEACE
AND FRIENDSHIP TREATIES
Last year, Maritimes staff spent time reflecting together on
Unsettling the Word: Biblical Experiments in Decolonization,
edited by Steve Heinrichs of Mennonite Church Canada.
Learning to recognize settler privilege is ongoing; Jesus’
example and teachings call us to persevere in this work.
MCC continued to provide support for the Peace and Friendship
Project, working toward living out our treaty relationships.
We also supported Wapna’kikewi’skwaq (Women of the
First Light), a non-profit group led by Indigenous women from
Wabanaki Territory working to heal their communities, families
and society through remembering and practicing traditional
ancestral ways.

The Festival Sale in Alma, NB, has been running for seven years!
(Photo/Olivia Moss)
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Théa Gaudet worked with The Well
Church to support community programs
in Dartmouth North as part of MCC’s
Summerbridge program.

PROMOTING EDUCATION WITH
THE WELL CHURCH

A group of volunteers erect the teepee at the Tatamagouche Centre before the first Peace and
Friendship Gathering of the year. (Photo/Lee Fleming)

Since 2016, MCC has partnered with The Well Church
(Dartmouth, NS) to promote educational reform
through deepening relationships with local organizations
and families and supporting experiential learning
opportunities through field trips and a community
garden. MCC’s support has allowed pastor Adam
Greeley to serve on committees that are working to
improve educational outcomes and amplify residents’
voices to schools and government.

“Hearing people’s stories and empathizing
with their frustration with their current realities
and a broken system, inspires us to join Jesus
as advocates in serving to help overcome
systemic challenges and seek the peace of the
land where he has placed us (Jeremiah 29:7).”
— Pastor Adam Greeley

Pastor Adam Greeley leading worship at the blessing of the community garden in 2016.
(Photo/The Well Church)

ANNUAL REPORT 2018/2019 5

Kelly Babin at Mokami Status of Women
Council’s monthly community paint night.
(MSWC is an MCC partner.)

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

LABRADOR VIDEO PROJECT

Across Canada, organizations and individuals have been
searching for ways to enact the calls to action from the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission’s (TRC) report published
in June 2015. Much of MCC’s work in Newfoundland and
Labrador during this year focused on reconciliation with
Indigenous peoples: responding to the calls of the TRC while
guided by our commitment to share love and compassion for all
through relief, development and peace in the name of Christ.

In December, MCC’s multimedia storyteller, Meghan Mast,
spent 10 days listening, recording and experiencing the stories
of three Indigenous partners. The stories, about cultural
preservation, land use, and Indigenous rights, were chosen
by the partners who were eager to share their knowledge.
On MCC’s YouTube video channel you can view the
first video which is tied very closely to the TRC Calls to
Action #60, to respect Indigenous Spirituality, and #4,
to adopt and implement the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Meghan Mast interviewing Denise Cole in Happy Valley-Goose Bay, NL.
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Elisabeth Penashue,
Innu Elder (L) and Sarah
Ponniuk, Inuit Elder (R).

COSA IN NAIN

ELDERS COMING TOGETHER

Restorative justice became a priority in the province through
several initiatives. The Circles of Support and Accountability
(CoSA) program, predominantly for sexual offenders, was
expanded through community discussions. In Nain, a fly-in
community on the north coast, two community meetings were
held to share the CoSA model and learn how it may work in
Nain. As the discussion continued, an elder shared that circles
were not a new model for her, but were how Inuit people had
historically addressed concerns. This turned out to be the
reclamation of a process, already proven to succeed in their
community, and MCC was able to provide resources to assist.

An unlikely friendship was formed in the living room of the
MCC house. We introduced an Inuit elder to an Innu elder for
the first time, after they had lived in the same area for close to
70 years. Concerns regarding Indigenous treatment and lack
of cultural knowledge in the correctional system helped them
find common ground. Together they drafted a letter to the
provincial court in Happy Valley-Goose Bay requesting to meet
with judges and lawyers to educate them on cultural differences
and work toward having an elder present for hearings. We were
so humbled to be part of this story.

Morning walk in Nain.

FINAL THOUGHTS
Although MCC’s presence in the province ended this year, the
important work of reconciliation will continue because of the
dedicated practitioners who believe in peace-filled community.
We will continue to watch, with prayer and anticipation, the
steps toward reconciling with Indigenous peoples and the
marginalized in the province.
Annual REDress Campaign, a haunting reminder of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women
and Girls, calling us to action.
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MCC Québec team: Zacharie Leclair,
Jean-Calvin Kitata, Martha Lucia and
Daniel Genest.

QUÉBEC

CHAT WITH YOUR NEIGHBOURS

The Québec office was quite busy in 2018–2019. The year started
with a program review by David Miller, which confirmed our
positive reputation and the relevance of our mandate in Québec.
The review found that many of our partners and constituent
churches count on us to be the “cornerstone of Anabaptism
in Québec.” We also heard the call to deepen our work and
create a more sustainable impact. This year has brought changes
to MCC’s domestic program across Canada to help the
organization narrow and deepen its focus. In Québec, that meant
ending the IVEP program (International Volunteer Exchange
Program). We will be spending more resources on translating
materials for training and promotion into French. We are also
expanding our focus on restorative justice and on supporting our
churches in their work through our collaboration with Camp
Péniel and leader training with an Anabaptist focus (through
Summerbridge and other programs). Faced with these changes,
we are heartened by the positive response of our churches to our
new initiatives. Our deepest thanks for your support.

On the third Sunday in August, La Clairière, formerly Église
Chrétienne de Saint-Jérôme, usually holds a neighbourhood
party known as “Venez jaser entre voisins” (Chat with Your
Neighbours). The event is intended to build community relations
in the Ste-Paule neighbourhood in Saint-Jérôme. Social justice
forms the backdrop of the event, with the goal of helping
neighbours live well together. Ste-Paule is among the most
underprivileged communities in Saint-Jérôme and even the
province of Québec, with high rates of unemployment and
single-parent families, a low average household income, low
rates of education, and a high number of lonely people.
The party started as an open-door event held by the church
in August 2014 to raise its profile in the neighbourhood. The
inaugural event featured a corn roast, a concert and children’s
activities. It was so successful the church decided
to make it an annual community event. MCC Québec has
been providing funding for the event since 2015, enabling the
church to get more creative and accommodate more people.
Almost 300 people attended the 2018 event.

KITS
Martha Angel Jaimes of the material resources centre for
MCC in Québec would like to thank Église de L’Intersection,
Église de Saint-Eustache, Église de Sainte-Thérèse and the
Mennonite Fellowship of Montréal for their assistance in
putting together different care kits. Thanks to your help, we
made 194 hygiene kits and 207 school kits. Thank you especially
for staying on top of the modifications to the content guidelines
for the various kits. Each kit is a special gift that can make a
difference in the life of a person in need.

Neighbourhood party 2018, La Clairière Church.
(Photo/Céline Major)
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The six Summerbridge participants for 2018, at Camp Péniel:
Peter Wang, Myldred Étienne, Marilou Dubuc, Elizabeth Viau,
Anne-Émilie Henneuse and Benjamin Gagné.

Thank
You!

JUSTICE THAT TRULY HEALS
Restorative justice has long been practiced by Indigenous
peoples, but in the early 1970s, Mennonites also adopted this
approach. The earliest mediation efforts in a prison setting took
place in Kitchener, Ontario. In 2001, David Shantz, a Mennonite
chaplain, Sister Thérèse de Villette and MCC Québec founded
the Centre de Service en Justice Réparatrice (CSJR) in Québec.
Among other activities, the CSJR arranges face-to-face meetings
in prisons between people who have committed and been victims
of similar crimes. Meetings are overseen by two CSJR-trained
volunteer facilitators and a community representative. These
offender-victim meetings last around three hours and may
involve up to three separate sessions.
Restorative justice depends on empathy and seeks to transcend
punishment.

MATERIAL RESOURCES

As a chaplain, I had the opportunity to witness the power of
healing at one such meeting. On that day, two strangers, one
a victim and the other an offender, arrived in the chapel of the
Archambault penitentiary. The crime was a first-degree murder,
experienced from opposite ends of the spectrum of suffering.
After the two men spoke, I was extremely surprised to see them
fall into each other’s arms, tears running down their faces.
Their conversation helped them to understand each other’s
suffering, making it possible for them to ask forgiveness and
to forgive. Since that meeting, the victim has visited the inmate
regularly for several years. This approach is in line with biblical
teachings on mediation and reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18).
If you would like to participate in these mediation circles, please
contact MCC Québec.
Reflection by Daniel Genest, Québec regional representative, inspired
by an article by Mathieu Lavigne of the CSJR, which appeared in the
April 2019 issue of Relations (journal on restorative justice).

MARITIMES

school kits
hygiene kits
20 infant care kits
23 comforters
Additional soap and
dress-making material
88

QUÉBEC

170

207
194

school kits
hygiene kits

Left: A distribution of relief items is underway in the community of Bingo in Haiti’s Jean Rabel
commune (municipality) after an earthquake struck the area on October 6, 2018.
(MCC photo/Annalee Giesbrecht)
Below: CSJR director Estelle Drouvin with chaplain Laurent Champagne.
(Photo/CSJR)
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RELIEF, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE
IN THE NAME OF CHRIST
SINCE 1920
It was 99 years ago that a number of concerned Mennonite
and Mennonite Brethren groups met in July 1920 in Elkhart,
Indiana, and pledged to help people who needed it. They had
received a visit from Mennonite representatives in southern
Russia (present-day Ukraine) who, due to the events of
the Russian Revolution, were starving. The actions that
resulted from that meeting led to the creation of Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC).
MCC set up its first feeding kitchen on March 16, 1922,
in Khortitsa, providing simple and much-needed meals for
people of all backgrounds. Then, MCC sent a shipment
of 25 tractors and plows to southern Russia in June 1922.
Continuing in the spirit of those acts, in the 99 years since
that meeting, MCC has grown and shaped into a global relief,
development and peace agency, with a working presence in
53 countries, supporting 646 projects with 453 partners.
The world has seen a great deal of change since 1920.
Video chat and social media have replaced letters and
telegrams, international transportation and trade connects
us more than ever before, and the world has been rocked by
wars, conflicts and disasters of all kinds. But despite a world
that has changed around it, MCC’s mission has remained
steadfast: relief, development and peace in the name of Christ.
With churches, sponsors and partners spanning the whole
globe, MCC works to be an example of God’s compassionate
love for all in the world.

Gaudence Nzotungandushe, a widow and the mother of two girls who attend MCC-supported Hope School
in Burundi, says her daughters no longer need to go hungry for days. Now that they eat every day through a
school meal program, they no longer get sick and they are learning in class. (MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)
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Luis Norberto Mosquera dries cacao
seeds on his farm in the Lower San Juan
region of Chocó, Colombia in 2018. Through a
cacao project run by MCC partner Weaving Hope Agricultural
Foundation (FAGROTES/Fundación Agropecuaria Tejiendo Esperanza),
Mosquera received technical assistance in cultivating and processing cacao, and his farm
is now used as a model for other farmers in the project. (MCC photo/Alex Morse)

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC),
a worldwide ministry of Anabaptist churches, shares God’s love and
compassion for all in the name of Christ by responding to basic human
needs and working for peace and justice. MCC envisions communities
worldwide in right relationship with God, one another and creation.
4 MCC IN CANADA

GUATEMALA

PALESTINE
AND ISRAEL

UKRAINE

AREAS OF FOCUS

SOUTH AFRICA

BURKINA FASO

1.

Caring for the lives and
futures of uprooted and other
vulnerable people.

2.

Providing water, food and
shelter first in times of hunger,
disaster and conflict, then
education and ways to earn
income.

3.

Working with churches
and communities to prevent
violence and promote peace
and justice.

4.

Investing in opportunities
for young people to serve
in Canada, the U.S. and
around the world.

5.

Serving with humility and
in partnership to meet local
needs with local solutions.

BOLIVIA

VIETNAM

LEBANON

SYRIA

JORDAN

CHAD

CANADA

UKRAINE

NORTH KOREA/
CANADA

INDIA

DR CONGO
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MESSAGE FROM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Many of you are familiar with MCC’s distinctive canned
meat and hand-sewn comforters. We call these items
“material” resources.
But, earlier this year, when I visited Ukraine and helped
distribute some of these gifts, I didn’t hear primarily about the
material impact. Of course, people thanked us for the nutritional
value of the turkey or chicken, and the physical warmth of the
hand-knotted coverings. But, time and again, they expressed
something much more intangible. “We felt God’s love.”
“You brought us hope.” “We were not forgotten after all!”
Cans of meat and colourful comforters are amazing gifts,
shared by you as a sign of God’s love. That love is also felt when
you support MCC and our partners in developing life-changing
projects. Together, we help farmers increase harvests through
conservation agriculture. We help displaced people develop new
skills and entrepreneurial abilities. We give children a better
chance at success through innovative education programs.
We help communities stay strong and resilient in the face of
conflict through peacebuilding training.
Why is sharing these gifts of love so central to MCC’s work?
In part, it’s about encouragement. This year, MCC staff
made a special effort to encourage each other, as Paul’s letter
to the Thessalonians invites us to do. In turn, we pass along
that encouragement by connecting you, MCC’s supporting
community, with our global neighbours.
We believe that encouragement travels in both directions.
As we share our gifts, encouragement flows back to us and we
“build up each other.”
As you will see in this year’s report, we are approaching
our 100th anniversary of relief, development and peace in the
name of Christ. We want to express our deep gratitude for
your part in building up communities worldwide. May you
also be encouraged.
In Christ’s peace,

RICK COBER BAUMAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MCC CANADA
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“Therefore encourage one another and build
up each other, as indeed you are doing.”
— 1 Thessalonians 5:11, NRSV

INDIA

MCC CANADA BOARD MEMBERS
Paul Gilbert
(Chair),
Member-at-Large

Scott Siemens
(Treasurer)
Member-at-Large

Walter Thiessen
(Vice Chair),
Eastern Canada

Cindy Klassen
(Secretary), CCAL*
Oscar Cardozo
CCAL*

*Appointed by Canadian Council of Anabaptist Leaders

David Chow
Member-at-Large

Laurence Fontaine
Member-at-Large

Lynn Rempel
MCC Ontario

Catherine Enns
MCC Manitoba

Selena Friesen
CCAL*

Dan Siebert
MCC Saskatchewan

Robert Enns
MCC Alberta

Laura Hanna
CCAL*

Peter Wolfe
MCC British Columbia
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Relief
In situations of conflict or disaster, MCC is there —
providing funds for emergency food and shelter, as well
as supplies like relief kits. We also support long-term
recovery projects such as rebuilding homes, providing
employment through food- and cash-for-work projects
and helping people heal from trauma. In all our relief work,
we partner with local communities to reduce conflict and
meet their most basic needs.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners,
people in crisis received essential support. Together we…
RESPONDED TO DISASTER IN MOZAMBIQUE AND MALAWI
More than 3 million people were affected when Cyclone
Idai devasted southeast Africa in March 2019. Working
with local partners and Brethren in Christ churches, we
provided food assistance and other materials, such as
towels, blankets and soap, to more than 2,000 families in
Mozambique and Malawi.
RESPONDED TO HUNGER IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO
Ongoing conflict in DR Congo means millions are
facing severe food insecurity. MCC partnered with
the Mennonite Brethren Church of Congo to provide
emergency food relief for displaced families living in the
Poste displacement camp. As a result of this project,
the average food consumption score in Poste increased
by 57%, which means families were able to eat a wider
variety of healthy foods more often.

Vladimir Kozlov distributes relief supplies such as comforters, canned meat and relief
kits at a distribution in Nikopol, Ukraine. It’s estimated that 1.5 million people have
been displaced by the conflict in eastern Ukraine. MCC’s partner, New Life Fund,
offers relief, support and care for families who have been forced to relocate away
from their homes. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

“This food, it gave us hope. This help cannot
be measured. It gave us a message of comfort
and hope at a time when we had none.”

RESPONDED TO DISPLACEMENT IN UKRAINE
Around 1.5 million people have been displaced by the
conflict in eastern Ukraine. MCC is working with dozens
of local partners to provide food, shelter, social care,
emotional support and job training to those who cannot
return to their homes.

FRANCESCO ZUBA, COORDINATOR FOR AN MCC
PARTNER IN BEIRA, MOZAMBIQUE, ABOUT EMERGENCY
FOOD BASKETS PROVIDED TO 450 FAMILIES AFTER
CYCLONE IDAI.

31

Number of disasters
to which MCC
responded, including
ongoing conflict in Syria
and DR Congo, and
flooding in India
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1,533

5,206

144,956

50,215

Households received
home repairs or
reconstructed homes

Individuals received
financial support,
cash transfers or
rent assistance

Individuals received
emergency food
assistance

Individuals received
locally purchased
non-food items

Education
We work alongside local communities and partners to:
increase access to education, especially for low-income
families, girls, ethnic minorities and children affected by
disabilities, HIV or violence; improve education quality
through professional development for teachers and
educational materials; support vocational training to
help youth find work; promote initiatives to develop
young people’s potential as leaders.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners,
children had the opportunity to learn. Together we . . .
PROVIDED EDUCATIONAL CARE TO ROMA CHILDREN IN SERBIA
MCC partner Bread of Life’s work saw 97% of their students
successfully finish the year and pass their grade with no
students dropping out. They also saw parental support of
their children’s education increase 54% from the beginning
of the project.
INCREASED ACCESS TO GOOD SCHOOLS FOR STUDENTS IN INDIA
The education model used by MCC partner Tomorrow’s
Foundation has seen great success in Kolkata, India.
Learning levels in all three core subjects (Bengali, English
and math) improved by 13% from last year and average
attendance in 11 schools increased by 12% in the same
period.
SUPPORTED JOB TRAINING FOR RETURNING MIGRANTS IN
HONDURAS
Vocational training and psychological support by MCC
partner Mennonite Social Action Commission targeted youth
who were deported back to Honduras. Their work led to 25
youth graduating from the program this year and 36 youth
participating in support groups to work through emotional
issues and trauma.

Mohammad Dwakat (right), 12 years old, with his teacher Saly Khreysat.
Mohammad is deaf and blind. MCC supports the deafblind unit at The Holy Land
Institute for Deaf and Deafblind Children in Salt, Jordan. The unit is the only facility
in Jordan that provides care and education for children who are both deaf and blind.
(MCC photo/Meghan Mast)

“I’m grateful for this school. If it weren’t here, my children
would have no education…. The school cares not only
for my children but for me, too. We’re treated like people.
We are not forgotten.”
BUJENIYA MPFAYOKURERA, WIDOW AND MOTHER OF
THREE, WHOSE CHILDREN ATTEND MCC-SUPPORTED
HOPE SCHOOL IN NYANGUNGU, BURUNDI.

24,628

5,919

19,720

1,642

1,649

4,641

3,569

Children and
youth participated
in K-12 formal
education

Children and youth
participated in
early childhood
education

Children and
youth participated
in non-formal
education

Children and
youth participated
in programs for
students with
special needs

Teachers
participated in
professional
development

Children received
scholarships or
tuition support

Youth received
vocational training
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Food
MCC works with local partners around the world to make
sure there is food today, food tomorrow and food for all.
During conflict or disaster, we provide emergency food
assistance. We work with farmers on techniques to improve
soil health and increase yields. We advocate for government
policies that allow everyone to access enough food, and
our livelihoods projects provide materials and livestock for
people starting new opportunities.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners,
people’s food security improved. Together we…
HELPED FARMERS FARM BETTER IN BOLIVIA
Through training in conservation, nutrition, sanitation and
commercialization for 316 farmers, the percentage of
participants that have adopted improved soil and water
conservation practices went from zero to 70%.

Kinda Mukanda received tools, seeds and land to grow food in Tshikapa, Kasai province,
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo). Mukanda was displaced from her home
during the Kasai conflict. (MCC photo/Kabamba Lwamba)

“We don’t just work with huertas (greenhouses), we work
with climate change and teaching people about the earth.
Families aren’t just learning how to eat well; they’re also
learning to care for the environment”

TAUGHT ANIMAL FOOD PRODUCTION IN PALESTINE AND ISRAEL
Teaching 170 households in Gaza to raise rabbits resulted
in 90% of those homes increasing their level of food security
by 30-50%. Thirty percent were also able to make money
from rabbits on top of feeding their families.
PROVIDED EMERGENCY FOOD SUPPORT IN SOUTH SUDAN
Funded through MCC’s account at Canadian Foodgrains
Bank, more than 1,000 vulnerable households in South
Sudan’s Rubkona, Pariang and Bentiu counties received
emergency food items such as sorghum, beans, cooking
oil and salt.
WELCOMED NORTH KOREAN FARMERS
In summer 2018, MCC Canada hosted a delegation
from North Korea focused on learning about agricultural
research and farm practices in Manitoba. Opportunities
like this to build relationships person-to-person are
“a gift on the pathway to peace.”

VICTORIA MAMANI SIRPA, TEACHER FOR MCC PARTNER FUNDACIÓN
COMMUNIDAD Y AXIÓN IN EL ALTO, BOLIVIA.

42,838

42,649

29,193

6,851

Individuals attended
agricultural training
sessions

Individuals received
nutrition training

Individuals received
agricultural supplies
such as seeds or
tools

Children received
food at school
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Water
More than two billion people don’t have access to safe
and secure drinking water. Women and girls walk for hours
daily to collect water for cooking and cleaning; livelihoods
suffer because farmers cannot irrigate their crops or water
their livestock. MCC works with local partners to make sure
people have access to clean, reliable water close to their
communities.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners,
people’s access to clean water increased. Together we…
IMPROVED ACCESS TO LATRINES IN AFGHANISTAN
With support from the Government of Canada, we’re
providing WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) support
to more than 75,000 people in Afghanistan. Since the
project started in 2016, homes with access to latrines
has gone from 20 to 77%.
REPAIRED WATER PUMPS FOR REFUGEES IN CHAD
Thousands have been forced to flee into southern Chad
due to violence and conflict in Central African Republic.
With our partners, we’re replacing and repairing water
pumps in the three largest refugee camps, providing safe
drinking water for around 15,000 people.
BUILT WELLS IN NICARAGUA
Partnering with Christian Medical Association in Nicaragua,
we built three wells and provided training at eight schools,
reaching nearly 1,100 people. Now 83% of students at
those schools have access to potable water.

Mahedi (name changed for security), a participant in an MCC-supported project, stands
proudly near the clean water source that he helped install near his home in Central Highlands,
Afghanistan. The Central Highlands is currently experiencing a devastating drought.
(MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

“Before this, we had no access to clean water. We had to walk nearly an hour
to fetch water from the nearest stream, and it was dirty from the community
and animals upstream. My children were often sick. Without water we also
could not dream to grow vegetables or fruit near our home. This is a great
change for our family and village. My children are not sick with diarrhea
and more, we can grow this beautiful garden”
MAHEDI (NAME CHANGED FOR SECURITY), ON THE NEWLY INSTALLED
CLEAN WATER SOURCE NEAR HIS HOME IN AFGHANISTAN.

276

1,743

879

22,629

54,161

Water harvesting
structures for irrigation
constructed or repaired

Latrines built or repaired

Drinking water systems
constructed or repaired

Individuals received
access to a new or
improved latrine or
sanitation facility

Individuals provided with
access to an improved
water source
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Health
MCC focuses on improving the well-being of vulnerable
people, including: teaching prevention of HIV and other
communicable diseases; providing care and supplies
for people living with HIV and AIDS; improving access
to clean water, sanitation and hygiene facilities (WASH);
working with mothers to promote healthy lifestyles in
their families; responding to gender-based violence; and
working with traumatized communities.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local
partners, people’s health improved. Together we…
PROVIDED CARE FOR MOTHERS AND INFANTS IN KENYA
Pregnant women and young children are the most
vulnerable groups in Nairobi, Kenya. MCC-supported
maternal and child health care groups provided care
and medication to nearly 33,000 mothers and children in
the area, and saw the rate of children receiving effective
feeding rise from 9% to 47% after two years.

Teius Rosemary and her 10-month-old daughter Augai Sauris are successful
participants in MCC’s mobile child malnutrition clinic in Degrave, Haiti.
(MCC photo/Paul Shetler Fast)

“As Christians, we can’t stand by and watch these
children get sick and die when we know that we
could help when we know how little it takes to help.
As a nurse, I know how to help, and now I can.
I praise God each day for that.”
ADELINE SAINVILUS, A NURSE LEADING MCC’S MOBILE
CHILD MALNUTRITION CLINIC IN CENTRAL HAITI.

20,881

61,480

75,889

People tested for HIV

Individuals attended
health and HIV
information/awareness
sessions

Individuals received
improved hygiene
awareness sessions
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COUNTERED CHILD MALNUTRITION IN HAITI
Every week, a team of nurses venture into the
mountainous Artibonite department of Haiti to provide
medical care for families with children suffering from
malnutrition. This project has helped more than 160
children and over the length of the project, 98% of
children have been able to fully recover at home without
needing hospitalization.
REACHED ZERO
In two remote regions in Haiti, MCC helped reduce the
number of deaths from cholera in a year to zero from 291
through education and the construction of nearly
800 household latrines.

Peace and Justice
MCC believes God calls us to a life of peace and nonviolence. We teach peacebuilding strategies and conflict
resolution skills. Our restorative justice programs help
individuals and churches find healthy ways to deal with
harm and conflict, respond to and prevent violence
and sexual abuse. Through our Indigenous Neighbours
program, we strive to build respectful relationships
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local
partners, peace was more than just a wish. Together we…
SAID FAREWELL
At the end of this fiscal year, MCC ended its 65-year-old
work in Newfoundland and Labrador, which included a
host of projects, often administered alongside Indigenous
communities. This transition will enable MCC Canada to
focus more intentionally on Canadian advocacy issues.
TAUGHT PEACE BY MEDIATION IN LAOS
In the culturally and religiously diverse communities of
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Laos), MCC educates
community leaders on effective conflict mediation. This
year, 75% of the conflicts overseen by village mediation
committees were settled by mutual agreement of the
parties involved.
EDUCATED ON SOCIAL JUSTICE IN BURKINA FASO
In southwest Burkina Faso, more than 900 students took
part in peacebuilding training through MCC partner
Seeds of Peace Association. Now, 95% of these students
say they’ve built a complex understanding of violence,
civic responsibility and human rights.
ADVOCATED FOR INDIGENOUS RIGHTS
The Ottawa Office and MCC’s Indigenous Neighbours
network called on supporters to support Bill C-262—
legislation on UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples. As a result, 166 messages were sent to 77 local
MPs and each senator received 1,627 letters.

Peace camp participants practice their listening skills by responding to commands during
a session at a peace camp for youth in Thalat village in Lao People’s Democratic Republic
(Laos). (YSPP photo/Alouny Souvolavong)

“Because of Mittaphab, my life has changed so much.
I can say that I’m now the one who understands more
about other people and who won’t judge other people
without knowing them well enough.”
PHOUDTHIDA SOUKALOUN, 20, A VOLUNTEER WITH MCC PARTNER
MITTAPHAB’S PEACE CLUBS IN LAOS.

25,652

3,890

5,614

11,207

Individuals trained in
conflict transformation,
peacebuilding, or
mediation strategies

Individuals participated in
community mobilization
to prevent violence and
promote peace

Individuals received
psychological support or
trauma counselling

Individuals participated in
274 peace clubs around
the world
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Newcomers
Around the world people become displaced when they are
forced to flee their homes because of conflict or disaster.
MCC walks with uprooted people around the world in a
variety of ways, including: addressing the root causes of
conflict and migration; supporting refugees and internally
displaced people; informing Canadians about refugee
policies and advocating for fair legislation; promoting
refugee sponsorship and supporting churches through
the sponsorship process.

In 2018–2019, thanks to our donors and local partners,
the lives of displaced people improved. Together we…

Idris Fikak (pictured in 2017) lifts his daughter and gives her a kiss. Idris and his wife
Khadija Fikak are originally from Eritrea but spent most of their lives at a refugee
camp in Sudan. They and their children were sponsored to resettle in Canada in
2013 by a group from Forest Grove Community Church in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
Members of the congregation worked with MCC to support the Fikak’s refugee
application. “We want to bring our family up here in Canada, where there’s hope,”
says Idris. (Photo courtesy of Nicole Marie Photography)

CELEBRATED 40 YEARS
March 5, 2019, marked the 40th anniversary of one of
MCC Canada’s greatest legacies—the creation of the
first private refugee sponsorship agreement with the
Government of Canada. This agreement was the first of
its kind, allowing Canadian churches and other groups
to privately sponsor refugees to resettle in Canada with
a support system. More than 12,500 refugees have been
resettled in Canada through MCC since 1979.
ENGAGED WITH STUDENTS
The Ottawa Office hosted a two-day student seminar
on global migration and human rights for 27 university
students.
ADDRESSED THE HOUSE
MCC’s Ottawa Office testified before a House of
Commons standing committee, outlining the root causes
of forced migration and advocating for the hundreds of
thousands of displaced people with whom we work.

“I want people to know that supporting refugees
is not something to be afraid of, that they’re only
going to add to our society.”
KA LEE-PAINE, WHO WAS TWO YEARS OLD WHEN HER
FAMILY WAS SPONSORED AS REFUGEES BY AN ONTARIO
CHURCH IN 1979 THROUGH MCC’S AGREEMENT WITH
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT.

came to Canada through MCC’s resettlement program in 2018.
637 refugees
They came from
46.9% 17.3% 6.4% 6.3% 23.1%
Syria
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Eritrea

DR Congo

Iraq

Other countries—Pakistan,
Somalia, Colombia, Ethiopia,
Myanmar (Burma), Sudan
and more

MCC is turning 100
Join MCC’s centennial campaign to bring peace,
reduce poverty and eliminate injustice.

www.ourfaithourfuture.ca
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Material Resources
A TANGIBLE SIGN OF GOD’S LOVE IN TIMES OF CRISIS
MCC stands with those who are suffering and cares for their
needs in times of disaster, war or conflict. Through material
resources centres in Canada and the U.S., MCC receives,
packs and ships donated goods to countries around the world.
We provide relief kits, school kits, hygiene kits, sewing kits,
comforters, canned meat and more.

22,029
Relief kits

This year at a glance…
INCREDIBLE VOLUNTEER SUPPORT
We are incredibly thankful for the families, churches, retirees,
school and community groups and volunteers who donated
their time packing kits, tying comforters, quilting, canning meat
and helping out in a variety of ways.
NEW DIGNITY KITS
Our first shipment of MCC’s new dignity kits has been received
by local partners in South Sudan. Dignity kits contain reusable
menstrual hygiene supplies for women and girls.

2,220
Sewing kits

129,100 667,839
School kits

53,198 10,934
Comforters

Infant care kits

Canned meat (lbs)

63,560
Hygiene kits

PENCILS AND PAPER AND CRAYONS…OH MY!
This year, requests from our partners for school kits increased.
We shipped 60% more kits than the previous year, providing
treasures for families who struggle to afford basic school supplies.

Global Service Learning
YOUNG ADULTS VOLUNTEERING IN THE NAME OF CHRIST

God’s great love
“I have learned to love
and respect all people.
I really feel how much
God loves all people.
He loves us. I can feel
His love for me and the
people here.” —Salina Bhandari
from Nepal served with YAMEN in
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.

Who I am
“I feel like my identity as a
Christian is even stronger.
This year of service has
truly strengthened my
faith and confidence in
Christ.” —Alexandro Marthin
from Indonesia served with YAMEN
in Bogotá, Colombia.
16 MCC IN CANADA

Self-discovery
“It has really helped me
develop myself and
my relationship with
God.” —Frank Driedger
from Ontario served with
SALT in the Republic of
Korea (South Korea).

New hospitality
“[SALT] taught me and
showed me such deep
hospitality that my
idea of what it means
to be hospitable has
forever been changed.”
—Natasha Neustaedter Barg,
from Manitoba, served with
SALT in Vietnam.

Daily prayers
“[IVEP] has made me reflect
a lot on who I am… I have
been praying every day for
God to make me a better
man and show me what he
wants from me.”
—Raul Esteves from Brazil served
with IVEP in British Columbia

The missing piece
“God has a special connection
with us and when you find
that special vibe with God,
one that is unique to the
two of you, you’ll be amazed
at what you have been missing
all along.” —Lindokuhle Manana
from Eswatini (formerly Swaziland),
served with IVEP in Alberta

MCC Thrift Shops
WHERE EVERY PURCHASE IS A GIFT TO THE WORLD
As a non-profit network with 50 shops across Canada, MCC
Thrift supports MCC’s relief, development and peace projects.
Thrift shops also help build strong, resilient neighbourhoods,
and encourage people to reuse and re-purpose gently used
items as a way to care for the environment.

This year at a glance…
PILOT PROJECT WITH BLOGGERS
We’re always working to find new ways to introduce people
to the work of our shops and this year was no exception.
We partnered with bloggers in B.C. to help share the vision
of MCC Thrift on social media with audiences who might not
have otherwise heard about us.

$19,275,000
Donated by MCC Thrift shops in Canada and the U.S.
to support the work of MCC this year.

MCC Thrift volunteers from across Canada, from left:
Tirfe Weldemariam, Frieda Dick and Rosemary Fisher

ONTARIO’S REPURPOSE CENTRE IS MAKING AN IMPACT
The work of our rePurpose Centre in Elmira, Ontario,
has seen 1.3 million pounds of goods sold that would
otherwise have been bound for local landfills.
VOLUNTEERS ARE THE LIFEBLOOD OF THRIFT
We’re so thankful for the more than 5,000 people who
volunteer their time, talents and passion in all our
shops across Canada.

Brandon, Manitoba

Edmonton, Alberta

Kitchener, Ontario

Ten Thousand Villages
CHANGING THE WAY THE WORLD GIVES
Started in 1946 by MCC, Ten Thousand Villages is the oldest
and largest fair trade organization in North America. As MCC
Canada’s fair trade social enterprise, Ten Thousand Villages
Canada creates opportunities for artisans around the world
to earn income by bringing their products and stories to
shoppers. Each year, Ten Thousand Villages empowers more
than 20,000 artisans through fair trade principles.

This year we…
PROVIDED SUPPORT FOR ARTISANS AROUND THE GLOBE
We worked with artisans like Shamima Begum, a Bihari
seamstress working with Hajiganj Handicrafts in Bangladesh
who creates beautiful throw blankets from discarded saris,
to empower women and their communities. “Every time I see
my products going out through the front door of [Hajiganj],
I feel proud to be a Bihari,” says Begum.
BECAME A GUARANTEED MEMBER OF THE WFTO
Ten Thousand Villages is a founding member of the World
Fair Trade Organization (WFTO) and this year we finalized
our efforts to achieve status as a Guaranteed Fair Trade
Enterprise. The high standards of this designation speak
to the commitment we share in ensuring artisans receive
fair pay for their amazing work.

“Ten Thousand Villages
has changed my way
of seeing the world.”
—Marie Blydt-Hansen,
volunteer

Hundreds of volunteers give their time to Villages, one or more days on
a weekly or monthly basis — and we couldn’t succeed without them!
From left: Kokeb and Norma, Karmen, and Lynn and Roberta.

Edmonton, Alberta

Ottawa, Ontario

Waterloo, Ontario
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Finances
The financial information on these pages presents the combined operations of the MCCs in Canada and the U.S.
(excluding Ten Thousand Villages Canada) for the year ended March 31, 2019, expressed in Canadian dollars,
and has been prepared from the audited financial statements of the respective MCCs. Complete audited financial
statements for each of the MCCs, including notes, are available upon request or at mcccanada.ca.

4.5%
19%

12.5%

6%

9.5%

DOLLARS AT WORK

16%

5%

$108.6 MILLION

6%

FUNDING SOURCES

$102 MILLION

48.5%

6%
48%

Expenses

19%

Contributions

Relief
$20,947,000

Cash and other
$49,632,000

Development
$51,763,000

Thrift
$19,275,000

Peace
$17,343,000

Material resources
$6,190,000

Administrative
$13,637,000

Relief sales
$5,848,000

Fundraising
$4,914,000

Grants
Government
$9,637,000
Non-government
$5,358,000

Other
$6,080,000

* Additionally, a portion of restricted

funds were used according to budget
for international program expenses.
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.5%
3%
12%

17%

12.5%

13%

INTERNATIONAL
PROGRAM EXPENSES

25.5%

BY THEME

26%

15%
.5%

Sustainable community development

12%

21.5%
25%

INTERNATIONAL +
DOMESTIC PROGRAM
EXPENSES

BY REGION

9%

17.5%

Region

Education
$11,749,000

Africa
$19,484,000

Food security &
sustainable livelihoods
$17,423,000

Asia
$13,799,000

Health
$10,138,000
Migration & resettlement
$336,000

Disaster response
$17,224,000

Justice and peacebulding
Peacebuilding
$8,528,000

15%

Europe & Middle East
$15,768,000
Latin America & Caribbean
$8,007,000
United States
$10,772,000
Canada
$11,634,000
Multi-region
$10,589,000

Conflict prevention
$2,016,000
Restorative justice
$181,000
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MCC AROUND THE WORLD

53

countries

453

partners

648 1,190
projects

workers

Canada
472 MCC workers*
$11.6 million
*includes Thrift

United States
207 MCC workers
$10.8 million

Latin America
& the Caribbean
118 MCC workers
$8 million
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Africa
157 MCC workers
$19.5 million

Global Service Learning†
28 YAMEN* participants
*YOUNG ANABAPTIST MENNONITE
EXCHANGE NETWORK

49 IVEP* participants
*INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER EXCHANGE PROGRAM

48 SALT* participants
*SERVING AND LEARNING TOGETHER

28 Seed participants
16 Summerbridge participants
22 Summer Service participants
46 SOOP* participants
(Canadian participants only)

*SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES WITH OUR PARTNERS
†
Numbers represent participants who began their service
term between April 1, 2018 and March 31, 2019.

Multi-Region
$10.6 million

Asia
189 MCC workers
$13.8 million

Europe & the
Middle East
47 MCC workers
$15.8 million
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Thank you
for being part of the MCC story…

The work and ministry of MCC is possible thanks
to the continued and faithful support of people
like you. Your choice to partner with us allows us
to care for and support hundreds of thousands
of vulnerable people around the globe.
Together, we can offer opportunity, respite,
relief and peace to those experiencing conflict,
disaster, poverty and illness. We do this in the
name of Christ, who said there was no greater
commandment than to love our neighbours.
Your donations, prayers and gifts of service
help communities worldwide experience right
relationship with God, one another and creation.
We also acknowledge the generous support of
the Government of Canada, whose significant
contributions help fund many of our projects
around the world.

CANADA
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INDIA

Maria Elena Algarañaz de Masabi hugs Karen Gomez Algarañaz
(5) at MCC partner El Comedor de Niños (the Comedor) in Bolivia
where she is a social worker. (MCC photo/Matthew Sawatzky)

Tamara Hofer (left) and Tracy Hofer (right) sell
produce at the 2018 Brandon MCC Relief Sale.
(MCC photo/Nikki Hamm)

Issa Ebombolo, MCC peacebuilding coordinator for Zambia and Malawi, unloads cooking oil in the village
of Tomali as part of MCC’s Cyclone Idai flood relief project in Malawi. (MCC photo/Amanda Talstra)

@mccpeace

MCC Canada
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9

MCC Manitoba
134 Plaza Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9

@mccorg

MCC Alberta
210-2946 32nd Street NE
Calgary, AB T1Y 6J7

MCC Maritimes
249 Highfield St. Suite 1
Moncton, NB E1C 5R3

MCC British Columbia
201-33933 Gladys Avenue
Abbotsford, BC V2S 2E8

MCC Ontario
203-50 Kent Avenue
Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1

MCC Québec
200-4824 Chemin de la
Côte-des-Neiges
Montréal, QC H3V 1G4
MCC Saskatchewan
600 45th Street West
Saskatoon, SK S7L 5W9

www.mcccanada.ca
30082019so2.5c-cdn

