
Morning Schedule.

9:30 - 10:00 | INTRODUCTION 

10:00 - 11:15 | KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Spirituality of Advocacy with Esther Epp-Tiessen 
(formerly with MCC Ottawa Office), Ched Myers 
(Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries) and Prof. Cynthia 
Wallace (St. Thomas More College)
Many people engage in advocacy as an expression 
of their faith commitments and values. In this keynote 
session, we will examine the faith-rooted motivations for 
advocacy. We will discuss the theological foundations 
of advocacy and its role in how we live out our faith 
in the world, and how “the advocate” is modelled in 
the Christian understanding of Trinity. Based on this 
foundation, we will discuss what posture people of 
faith can take with respect to governments and people 
experiencing oppression.

11:15 - 11:30 | BREAK

11:30 - 12:30 | BREAKOUT WORKSHOPS
i) People of Faith in Electoral Politics with Mayor 
Charlie Clarke, former MLA Bernie Wiens and former 
MP Ray Funk
This workshop will explore the value, challenges and 
repercussions of people of faith becoming elected 
officials. We will discuss what motivates people of 
faith to enter the political arena, what moral, spiritual 
and emotional challenges they face in office, and how 
political power and spirituality relate to each other.

ii) Mobilizing Faith Groups in Advocacy with Julie 
Graham (United Church of Canada) and Rick and 
Jacqueline Block (Canadian Food Grains Bank), 
James Kornelson (Canadian Food Grains Bank)
As churches and faith-based organizations coordinate 
and champion advocacy campaigns, how do we 
mobilize our faith communities to get involved?  
This interactive workshop will explore how we 
communicate issues, the role of education in our 
communication strategies, and ultimately how we 
engage and motivate each other to act according to 
our shared values.

iii) Why and How MCC does Advocacy with Bekah 
Sears (MCC Ottawa Office) and Leona Lortie (MCC 
Ottawa Office) 
MCC has a century-long history of meeting with 
government officials and policy makers to advocate 
for vulnerable people and nonviolence, along with our 
work to engage with the public. Join us in this session 
to hear more about what MCC’s approach has looked 
like, how political engagement works (or doesn’t), how 
it connects with public engagement, and learn about 
what to consider an advocacy success.

12:30 - 1:30 | LUNCH

Afternoon Schedule.

1:30 - 2:45 | KEYNOTE ADDRESS
How Communities Make Change with Steve Heinrichs (Mennonite 
Church Canada) with Prof. Chris Hrynkow (St. Thomas More 
College)
Many people of faith see poverty, suffering and injustice around 
them and want to do something. We want to see our societies 
become more just and loving. In this equipping keynote session, 
we will discuss how our desire for positive social change can be 
channelled into effective advocacy toward systemic change. We 
will explore when nonviolent direct action and civil disobedience are 
appropriate. We will hear about the risks and costs of advocacy.

2:45 - 3:00 | BREAK

3:00 - 4:00 | BREAKOUT WORKSHOPS
i) Difficult Conversations with Becky Sasakamoose Kuffner 
(City of Saskatoon) and Amanda Dodge (MCC Sask.)
Having difficult, meaningful conversations about divisive issues 
is a necessary characteristic of healthy communities and 
strong democracies. This workshop will explore how we can 
we can build and stay in relationships when we disagree and 
what personal practices are helpful. We will speak to why it is 
important to know how to engage in difficult conversations to 
be effective advocates and make social change. Join us to learn 
about the importance of engaging in difficult conversations and 
gain skills to use disagreements to fuel growth and deepen 
understanding.

ii) Engaged Citizenship with Esther Epp-Tiessen (formerly with 
MCC Ottawa Office) and Myriam Ullah (MCC Sask.)
Many Canadians are committed voters during an election but 
do not feel equipped to advocate for the issues they care most 
about once they have cast their ballots. In this workshop we will 
discuss some of the ways you can influence policy makers and 
strengthen your efforts to bring change. Join us to gain tools for 
everyday advocacy and to better understand your options as 
an engaged citizen. We will also explore how to leverage your 
influence in engaging with your elected officials.

iii) Four Roles of Social Change with Kaytee Edwards Buhler 
(MCC Sask)
We are all advocates! There are many ways to make a difference 
in the areas we care about. Join us to discuss more deeply 
about finding our role in creating the type of change we are 
interested in and the impact we are each capable of making. 
Learn how to leverage the abilities you already possess and how 
to find your identity in advocacy. 

4:00 - 4:30 | CLOSING


