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Material Resources Coordinator Del Lennea (left); 
volunteer Agnes Wiebe; Claire Ewert Fisher, MCC 
Saskatchewan Executive Director; and Gord Letkeman, 
Canadian Material Resource Manager, pray for safe 
passage of a relief kit and comforter shipment to aid 
Syrian refugees in Jordan.



“ The commandment 
we have from him 

(Christ) is this: those 
who love God must 
love their brothers 
and sisters also.

– I John 4:21

Sharing God’s love and compassion
This past year has provided many opportunities to share 
God’s love and compassion for all in the name of Christ. 

In October, MCC Saskatchewan, for the first time, filled a 
container of material aid for direct shipment to Amman, 
Jordan, in an effort to alleviate tensions in displacement 
settlements where Syrians seek safety. The fighting in 
Syria continues after three years.

Seven million Syrians are displaced from  
their homes. Crises in South Sudan result in 
4.9 million people in need of food, water and 
material assistance. Typhoon Haiyan disrupted the 
living of four million people in Central Philippines.

As we work towards love and reconciliation with 
all our neighbours, we recognize the need to learn 
about the history of our province and country 
so that we can address our own prejudices. In this process we open 
ourselves to mutually transformative relationships with indigenous people, 
newcomers and other vulnerable people.

Thank you to you, our supporters, as you pray for us and our shared 
work, as you volunteer many hours in loving service for others and as you 
share of your financial resources so that the work of MCC can continue in 
63 countries, impacting the lives of an estimated 6,574,314 persons. God 
is at work in our midst. 

“Reconciliation is about forging and maintaining respectful relationships. 
There are no shortcuts.” — Justice Murray Sinclair of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission

Claire Ewert Fisher, Executive Director, MCC Saskatchewan

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ Our work provides 
venues for mutual 

encouragement and 
sharing.

Rick (far back) recently presented a workshop at a church in Chiapa de Corzo 
demonstrating how to preserve local fruit by making jam.

Rick and Jacquie Block of Faith River Christian Fellowship (Saskatoon), 
along with their children Ezra and Hilary, share their journey as they 
serve with MCC in Mexico on a three-year assignment at San Cristobal 
de las Casas, Chiapas. Rick works with MCC partner INESIN — focussing 
on food security in rural communities. Jacquie volunteers at a local 
organization that supports the schools where Ezra and Hilary attend. 
These schools promote and provide healthy 
food options to the children — introducing 
more vegetables to a typical Mexican 
family’s diet. 

Outside of their work placements, Jacquie  
reflects in their blog, “… in May we were able to 
host a special church service with a focus on ‘the 
Christian home.’ Rick worked with the youth group to plant a milpa (corn, 
beans, squash and Canadian sweet pea!) in a small vacant lot, as a way 
to connect with traditional culture and grow food that will support some 
church activities. We continue to be thankful for the kindness, openness 
and hearts of the families in this congregation.”

Los Tabicones …  
Ahora en Chiapas!



8
Ways  

to help

“ … I can make 
blankets, 

you can serve 
overseas, others 
can make wrong 
things right ...

– Maria Buhler, 
MCC supporter

Container shipment  
arrives in Jordan
Blankets and relief kits  
distributed to Syrian refugees

The MCC Saskatchewan shipment to 
Jordan arrived January 11, 2014. The shipment 
contained comforters made by hundreds of 
MCC volunteers including family and friends of 
Carolyne Epp-Fransen. 
Carolyne, along with 
husband Gordon, are 
MCC Representatives 
for Jordan, Iran, Iraq and 
have connections to the 
Eigenheim Mennonite  
Church near Rosthern, SK.  

Materials were 
distributed by MCC’s long-
term partner, Caritas Jordan, 
through their distribution centres and clinics in 
the urban locations of Mafraq, Zarqa, Karak 
and Amman to some of the more than 600,000 
Syrian refugees in Jordan. Eighty per cent are 
living in urban settings, often in very poor housing.

Make kits and blankets
mcccanada.ca/get-involved/kits

1. Pack a relief kit.

2. Donate to MCC 
food program.

3. Volunteer in the 
Material Resource 
Centre.

4. Donate to MCC’s 
Syria campaign.

5. Decrease your 
impact on climate 
change.

6. Form a small 
group to learn 
about global 
conflicts.

7. Join a sewing 
group to make 
blankets.

8. Pray for the 
citizens of a 
country in conflict.

Carolyne Epp-Fransen along with MCC partner staff members Imad Hajaziin, 
Waliid Shamaa, and Rabia Zreikat at the Caritas warehouse in Fuheis  
(a Christian town next to Amman). 
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Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ People 
shouldn’t have 

to live like this.

– Rita Hamdan

Shelter and supplies  
for Syrian refugees 
MCC response exceeds  
$14 million
 In Lebanon, where refugees from Syria now 
make up roughly one-fifth of the population, 
MCC is providing rent support to 350 families.
 Shelter is the 
primary need for those 
fleeing the conflict in 
Syria. “The homes 
are very basic and not 
originally built for winter,” 
says Rita Hamdan, director 
of Popular Aid for Relief and Development, an 
MCC partner. MCC received a grant from the 
Government of Canada to provide the funds for 
the rent support.
 In addition to the shelter assistance, another 
1,000 families are receiving essential items such 
as mattresses, blankets and hygiene supplies.
 Since the conflict in Syria began, MCC  
has spent over $14 million on assistance for  
those affected.

Learn more about MCC’s response  
to the Syria crisis
mcccanada.ca/syriacrisis

1. Shipping the first 
ever container 
from Saskatoon. 

2. Working with 400 
volunteers at the 
annual relief sale.

3. Benefitting from 
32 groups in SK 
making blankets.

4. Providing 2,957 
Filipino families 
with shelter after 
Typhoon Haiyan.

5. Training on trauma 
after shooting at 
Kenya’s Westgate 
mall.

6. Providing seeds and 
animal feed to 316 
families in Bolivia.

7. Reconstructing 
26 homes after 
Guatemalan  
earthquake.

8. Providing food 
and shelter 
assistance in 
Eastern Congo.

9. Providing food aid 
for 1,500 families 
after flooding  
in India.

10. Purchasing 
materials for  
32 home repairs  
in Nepal. 

This refugee settlement in Lebanon has many sheds that 
are not equipped for winter and flood with heavy rains.
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“ We want to 
bring our 

family up here in 
Canada, where 
there’s hope.

– Idris Fikak

Welcoming newcomers  
in Saskatoon
Mennonite Brethren church 
supports refugee family

Idris Fikak watches as his wife, Khadija, 
keeps their three children busy with toys strewn 
across the floor. The family is gathered at the 
Pearson home in Saskatoon, surrounded by 
members of the Forest 
Grove Community 
Church. Members of 
the Mennonite Brethren 
congregation worked with 
MCC to support the  
Fikaks’ refugee application. 

Idris and Khadija were 
born in Eritrea, but spent 
most of their lives at the camp in Sudan.

Rena Pearson remembers the day in 
2013 when the family arrived from a refugee 
camp in Sudan. “We showed them everything 
we had collected for them. They were just 
overwhelmed,” she says.

Create a refugee sponsorship group  
in your church
mccsk.ca/refugeeassistance

1. Become a Global 
Family sponsor.

2. Donate to an 
MCC water 
project.

3. Donate clothing 
and other items 
to an MCC  
thrift shop.

4. Sponsor a  
refugee family.

5. Host an IVEPer.

6. Honour 
indigenous 
cultures.

7. Donate to the 
youth leadership 
fund.

8. Be a volunteer 
driver for MCC 
events.
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Sponsor group members took on the task of setting up a household, arranging 
language classes for Idris and Khadija, as well as school for their oldest son.

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ People are saving 
time, because 

previously they 
were using a lot  
for fetching water.

– Mudymeni 
Mugande, head of 
Nkalange village

New access to water  
in Zimbabwe 
Supporting community efforts  
to build a dam
 To get water, Violet Mudimba used to walk 
an hour one way from her village of Nkalange, 
Zimbabwe. So when Kulima Mbobumi Training 
Centre (KMTC) mobilized the community to 
build a dam, Violet helped dig trenches, pack 
soil and carry rocks for the wall.
 More than 100 
people contributed 
labour to the dam in a 
food-for-work project. 
MCC partnered with 
KMTC to provide food and 
materials for the dam.
 By the end of the first 
rainy season there was 
more than 2.5 meters of 
water behind the wall. With 
new access to water for people and animals the 
quality of life in Nkalange has improved. “We 
are very thankful for the project, because we 
used to travel long distances,” said Mudimba.

Donate to MCC’s water projects  
donate.mcccanada.ca/project/give-water

1. Welcoming 
Colombian, 
Eritrean and 
Iraqi-Palestinian 
refugees.

2. Honouring Elaine 
Harder’s refugee 
work with MCC.

3. Hosting Celebrate 
Exchange: 31 
years of IVEP in 
Saskatchewan.

4. Being inspired by 
indigenous and 
newcomer youth 
in Saskatoon.

5. Traveling to 
Regina for a local 
learning tour.

6. Supporting students 
to attend Ottawa 
and UN seminars. 

7. Supporting 
reforestation and 
erosion control  
in Burundi.

8. Building dams  
and earth terraces 
in Afghanistan.

9. Providing 
cacao seeds in 
Colombia.

10. Supporting Global 
Family programs 
in over 40 
countries.

Violet Mudimba has more time for gardening and other 
work now that water is only a short walk from her home.
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“ Restorative 
Justice is all 

about kinship —  
affirming dignity 
and seeing the 
person beyond 
the crime.

– Joanna 
Schellenberg

Exploring social justice 
issues through biblical text
Bethany College provides  
BA concentration

Restorative justice is in the air at Bethany 
College in Hepburn. For the past few years 
MCCS has been working alongside Bethany to 
develop a restorative justice concentration to 
their BA program. 

Concentrations 
help students focus on 
a particular interest 
with specific courses and 
practicum opportunities. 
In the restorative justice 
concentration MCCS  
staff teach social justice 
and conflict transformation 
courses as well as assisting  
in coordinating practicums in 
correctional institutions and our office. The first 
graduate with a restorative justice concentration, 
Joanna Schellenberg, will be convocating this 
spring and finished her degree interning at MCCS.

Start a community peacebuilding conversation
mccsk.ca/peaceadvocacy

1. Volunteer 
with Circles of 
Support and 
Accountability.

2. Choose an MCC 
internship.

3. Support the Spruce 
River Folkfest.

4. Learn about 
decolonization.

5. Host an MCC 
speaker. 

6. Plan an event for 
International Day 
of Peace.

7. Organize a  
peace walk.

8. Share a 
book about 
peacebuilding with 
your book club.
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Joanna Schellenberg completed her Bethany College degree interning at MCC 
Saskatchewan.

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook
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“ We need to 
remember there 

were victims on 
all sides.

– Tamara Šmidling

Sharing memories can 
contribute to lasting peace
Project encourages public 
discussion on victims of conflict
 Tamara Šmidling says damaged buildings 
and scarred sidewalks are still evident in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. But the most enduring impact 
of past wars is the ethnic divisions.
 “We have a lot of discussion about our 
own victims,” Šmidling says. “But we need to 
recognize there were victims on all sides.”
 Šmidling is Program Coordinator of the 
Peace Academy Foundation (PAF) in Sarajevo. 
With funding from 
Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC), 
PAF is implementing 
“The Culture of 
Remembering.”
 Initially, the project 
will bring together people 
from three communities to discuss how sharing 
memories can contribute to lasting peace. 
Eventually, the goal is to find and publicize 
memorial sites to encourage public discussion.

Learn more about MCC’s peace projects
mcccanada.ca/peace

1. Developing 
Conflict 
Transformation 
class at Bethany 
College.

2. Supporting the 
Honour Walkers’ 
pilgrimage to the 
TRC.

3. Learning about 
landless First 
Nations in SK.

4. Supporting 10,000 
Healing Steps 
conference.

5. 400 people 
viewing Forgiven/
Forgotten play.

6. Developing 
trauma awareness 
resources. 

7. Providing peace 
education 
materials for 
Ethiopia.

8. Integrating 
peacebuilding into 
development work 
in Afghanistan.

9. Promoting non-
violence with 
young adults in 
the West Bank.

10. Supporting 
conflict prevention 
in Colombia.

The impact craters of mortar rounds are filled with red resin 
on Sarajevo sidewalks. They are known as “Sarajevo roses.”
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Elementary school aged crafter
Natalie (second from left), along with her mom Tonya and great grandmother, 
displays this year’s blanket that was purchased by Claire Ewert Fisher (far right), 
Executive Director of MCC Saskatchewan.

At the age of 11, Natalie Willems has already sold her second 
tied comforter at the Saskatoon Relief Sale. Natalie learned to 
sew from her great grandmother, Agatha Funk, but her love for 
colour and design is her own. Funk leads the quilting group at 
Bethany Manor seniors’ residence which recently completed 29 
tied comforters to be sent overseas. Natalie is also now a regular 
contributor at the relief sale, generating funds, often for children 
her own age.

Donate or volunteer at a relief sale
mccsk.ca/volunteer-saskatchewan

Behind the scenes at an  
MCC thrift shop
Volunteers like John and donated items support MCC 
program in more than 60 countries.

Church partnerships and strong volunteer support 
have meant MCC thrift shops could contribute 
a record $692,000 in 2013. John Kurylyk at 
the Warman Thrift Shop exemplifies a faithful 
volunteer. With a pair of scissors in one hand and 
a pair of jeans in the other, he cuts and assembles 
hundreds, possibly thousands, of bundles of 
denim patches to sell in the store. 
Volunteer or donate to a thrift shop near you
mccsk.ca/thriftshops

Find us at mccsk.ca and on Facebook



Children are 
like blooming 
flowers
Soma Chakraborty is  
a teacher at a school  
in Kolkata, India.

I see my classroom 
as a garden. My 
students are from six 
to 10 years old. They 
have lots of problems. 
But when they come 
to our schools, our 
loving schools, they 
are blooming like 
flowers. We give  
as much as we can.  
I am cultivating  
these beautiful 
flowers so they 
can serve their 
communities  
as beautiful  
human beings.

Learn more about 
MCC’s work in India 
in the fall 2013 issue 
of A Common Place
acommonplace.
mcccanada.ca

Service workers
1. Miriam Harder 

Conservation 
Agriculture 
Consultant

2. Rachelle Friesen 
Peace 
Development 
Worker

3. Bruno and  
Lois Baerg 
Southern Africa 
Associate 
Directors

4. Kathi and Rod 
Suderman and 
family 
MCC Co-
Representatives 
for Northeast 
Asia

5. Rick and Jacquie 
Block and family 
Community 
Development

SALTers
1. David Epp 
2. Rachel Siemens

Sask. 
volunteers 
overseas

Volunteer  
with SALT
David Epp, Rosthern, SK,  
in front of Volcán San 
Pedro on the banks of 
Lake Atitlán, served at the 
Asociación Nuevo Amanacer 
de Santiago Atitlán in 
Guatemala. 

Following Jesus’ words, 
“the first shall be last 
and the last shall be 
first,” our church must 
continue imagining a 
missional strategy that 
hinges on a number of 
reversals: a theological 
reversal, in which “our 
mission” is to join the 
work that God has 
already begun and 
is currently doing; a 
relational reversal, 
where our focus 
becomes the service of 
those who are hosting 
us; and a pedagogical 
reversal wherein we 
have the humility to 
listen, learn and ask 
new questions.

Volunteer with SALT
serve.mcccanada.ca
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Erica Baerwald
Thrift Shop & 
Human Resources 
Coordinator

Elaine Harder
Refugee 
Assistance 
Coordinator

Kaytee Edwards 
Community 
Engagement & 
IVEP Coordinator

Lois Mierau
Receptionist

Gladys Block
Archivist

Dana Krushel
Refugee 
Assistance 
Coordinator

Carmen Epp 
Assistant 
Accountant

Dave Pauls
Communications 
& Donor Relations 
Coordinator

Leonard Doell 
Aboriginal Neighbours 
& Low German 
Program Coordinator

Del Lennea
Maintenance /
Material Resources 
Coordinator

Stephanie Epp 
Administrative 
Assistant

Heather Peters
Restorative Justice 
Coordinator

Claire Ewert 
Fisher  
Executive 
Director

Joanna 
Schellenberg 
Intern

Jake Friesen 
Administrative 
Services Director

Sue Schellenberg
Executive 
Assistant / Office 
Manager

Eileen Klassen 
Hamm
Program  
Director

Marg and Clayton Hein-Wiebe
Evangeline Patkau
Reception Volunteers

Myriam Ullah
Community 
Engagement 
Coordinator



Worldwide

BUDGETED INCOME FY 13/14
Cash gifts   

Canada 17,659,297   
Gifts-in-kind 2,243,698 
Thrift shops 8,493,343 
Relief sales 1,657,800 
Grants  

Nongovernmental grants 783,926 
Governmental grants 6,751,019 

Ten Thousand Villages 10,790,000
Other income 3,615,228
Total income $51,994,311

BUDGETED EXPENSES FY 13/14
International program  

Africa 7,776,042 
Asia  3,823,958
Europe and the Middle East 1,659,375
Latin America and the Caribbean 4,251,092
Multiregion 10,585,534

Canadian program 
Justice and peacebuilding 4,517,035
Material resources collection 1,529,787
Sustainable community development 3,305,554

Ten Thousand Villages 11,487,000 
Administration 5,939,164
Fundraising 2,568,123
Total expenses $57,442,663

Personnel by program location

194
U.S.

197,620
kits shipped

3,183
sheets 
shipped

124
Latin

America/ 
Caribbean

38
Europe/
Middle 
East

205
Asia121

Africa

317
Canada

377 Service workers  622 Salaried workers
Total: 999

439,464
cans of meat 

shipped

54,968
quilts 

shipped

2,106
kg of  

bath soap 
shipped

Financials 
MCC operates at the provincial, national and international 
level. These numbers represent budgeted Canadian income 
and expenses for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2014.

Actual income and expense figures for the fiscal year  
were not available when this report went to print.  
However, the actual year-end figures are available  
at mcccanada.ca/annualreport.

MCC Canada and MCC U.S. both contribute to MCC’s 
international program. Numbers in this report only reflect 
MCC in Canada’s contribution to MCC’s international work.



Herbert

Rosthern

Lanigan

Hepburn

Prince Albert

Regina

Swift Current

Hague

Saskatoon

Warman

Offices/staff
Thrift shops  $ 560,000   369

Material resource centres
❑ 9,910 kits shipped   42

Ten Thousand Villages
Relief sales
Saskatoon $ 117,000
Hague CFGB $ 103,000

IVEP/Service workers   1

Community partner grants   9 partnerships

Material resources
Volunteers

❑

Saskatchewan
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$1,032,671
General Donations

$47,563
Grants

$189,278
Other Revenue

$691,759
Designated International 

Donations

$165,880
Material Aid

$727,537
Thrift Shops

$832,273
Canadian Foodgrains Bank

$66,313
Designated Domestic 

Donations

$117,799
Relief Sale

$26,196
Interest

$480,247
Administration

$279,032
Fundraising

$2,523,650
International Programs

$643,690
Provincial Programs

2013-14 income for MCC Saskatchewan

2013-14 expenses for MCC Saskatchewan

For 50 years, Saskatchewan donors have prayed for, 
volunteered and donated to the work of Mennonite 
Central Committee. 

MCC continues to work at aligning supporters’ 
passions with our work in 65 countries, 269 partners 
and 6,000,000 persons around the world. 

Thank you for your part in the work of MCC.

The Mennonite Central Committee Saskatchewan audited statement  
is available at mccsk.ca/about/annualreport



What is Mennonite Central Committee? 
MCC is a charitable organization that partners with 
churches and community organizations worldwide to 
walk with people who are disadvantaged.

MCC supports activities that provide emergency 
assistance, reduce poverty and promote healthy 
communities, sustainable living and alternatives  
to violence.

It is a global ministry of Anabaptist churches in 
Canada and the U.S. which includes Mennonite  
and Brethren in Christ. MCC envisions  
communities in harmony with  
God, one another and creation.

Relief, development and peace  
in the name of Christ

mccsk.ca
600 – 45th Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7L 5W9
306.665.2555 or toll-free 1.888.622.6337


